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SBRMOHr I. 



<* Whatman is he that deairtth life, and loveth 
many day^ that he may see goed? ITeep thy 
tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking 
guile; depart from evil and do good; seek 
peace and pursue it." — Psalm zzziv: 12 — 14. 

Self-preservation and the desire of 
protracting the momentary span of life is 
the first principle of our nature, or is at 
least so intimately interwoven with our 
constitution as to appear inherent. So 
powerful is this desire, that in defiance of 
pain and misery, it seldom quits us to the 
last moments of our existence. To en- 
deavor to lengthen out our lives is not 
only desirable, but is a duty enjoined 
upon us in the scriptures, and is most 
beautifully and forcibly expressed in our 
text. 

We might here introduce many obser- 
vations of a philosophical character on 
air and' climate y meat and drink^ motion 
and restf sleeping and watching, S^c. and 
show how sensibly they contribute to 
health; and we might furnish many ex- 
amples of long life, but we pass these, 
and proceed to notice the affections of 
the mind upon which our text is grounded. 

The due regulation of the passions 
contributes more to health and longevity, 
than climate, or even the observance of 



any course of diet. Our Creator has so 
constituted our natures J that duty^ healthy 
happiness and longevity are inseparably 
blended in the same cup. . To suppress, 
and finally subdue all the passions of 
malice, anger, envy, jealousy, hatred and 
revenge, and to exercise (till they become 
familiar) all the noble passions of tender- 
ness, compassion, love, hope and joy, is 
a duty that heaven solemnly enjoins upon 
us, and in the performance of which our 
years will be multiplied. But we must 
guard not only our moral natures from 
the ravages of the corroding and re- 
vengeful passions, but also our physical 
natures by observing the strictest rules 
of temperance in eatingy drinkingy clean-' 
liness and exercise. 

The book of God commands us to ^'be 
temperate in all things.^' The observ- 
ance of this duty gives us a firm constitu- 
tion, robust health, and prepares us to 
participate in all the innocent and ration- 
al enjoyments of life. Here we may 
witness the goodness of the Divine Be- 
ing in uniting our duty, happiness and 
interest in one;, and so firmly are they 
wedded together,, and so absolutely does 
each depend upon the other that they 
cannot exist alone. They are alike laid 
in ruins the moment they are separated^ 
If we. trace this idea still further, we wit- 
ness the same wise arrangement,, and the 
dame incomprehensible skill and good- 
ness of the Author of our being in the. 
'Constitution of our mental natures. la 



these also he has Di jly united our duty, 
happiness and longevity in one. Jesus 
says, ^' Love your enemies; bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them that despitefuUy 
use you, and persecute you, that ye may 
be the children of your Father in heav- 
en." Paul says — " Let all bitterness 
and wrath and anger and clamor and evil 
speaking be put away from you, with all 
malice, and be ye kind one to another, 
tender hearted, forgiving one another 
even as God for Christ's sake hath for- 
given you." 

Here then is our duty plainly pointed 
out. If we will exercise this spirit of 
benignity to our enemies, subdue all our 
revengeful passions, and indulge a spirit 
of love and friendship, of meekness and 
cheerfulness towards our friends and 
neighbors, we shall not only be happy as 
our natures can bear, not only revel in all 
the rational enjoyments this life can im- 
part, but we shall in the common course 
of providence live to old age. All those, 
with very few exceptions, who have lived 
to80, 90, and 100 years, have been re- 
marked for their equanimity. They were 
mild spirited, kind, cheerful, and of such 
a temperament, that neither misfortune, 
nor any outward circumstances, that agi- 
tated the world, could disturb their heav- 
en-born repose. 

Thus we see that the path of duty, en- 
joined in the sacred scriptures, is not 
only the path of peace and joy, but con- 



ducts to a good old age. The goodoess 
of the Divine Being is most strikingly 
exemplified in uniting health and tempe- 
rapce, happiness and longevity, and our 
duty to our fellow creatures, all in one. 

Long life and good days, however, de- 
pend more upon the state of our minds 
than upon almost any other circumstance. 
He who lives in fear and trouble arising 
from any cause whatever; whether from 
contemplation of endless misery in the 
future world, or from the apprehension 
that his earthly prospects will be blasted 
and his fortune laid in ruins — or if he is 
continually involved in quarrels, broils 
and tumults with his neighbors, has but 
little prospect of living to old age, and 
certainly no hope of seeing good days. 
He is in a constant hell. Here then we 
see the beauty and propriety of our text: 
'^ What man is he that desireth life and 
loveth many days that he may see good? 
Keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips 
from speaking guile; depart from evil and 
do good; seek peace and pursue it." 

The first condition for a long life is, 
*' keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips 
from speaking guile." But the question 
a,rises, in what sense can the violation of 
that condition have any effect upon the 
length of life.^ The answer is at hand— 
the slanderer is ever a busy body in other 
men's matters. He is secretly endeav- 
oring to injure his neighbors. He circu- 
lates falsehoods about them from house 
to house. One and another hears the re- 



ports put into circulation. They call 
upon the author for an explanation of his 
conduct. Involved in trouble, arising 
from fear, guilt and mortification, he tells 
a thousaqd falsehoods to clear up one. 
All this preys upon his inmost vitals, 
while perhaps with another, whom be has 
slandered, he is involved in a quarrel, 
and it terminates in a settled hatred; and 
a third case becomes an incurable dis- 
temper of rancour and revenge. Here 
is a man who by slander has rendered 
his existence wretched. He is like the 
troubled ocean whose waters find no rest. 

There is but little hope of his reaching 
the common age of man. Instead of 
seeing good days he is walking in the re- 
gions of night and wo. Says the wise 
man, '^ where there is no, fuel the fire 
goeth out, so where there is no tattler, 
strife ceaseth." Yes, '^ where there is 
envying and strife, there is confusion and 
every evil work. 

Violent anger excites powerfully the 
caloric in the human system, boils the 
blood, and in this state throws it sudden- 
ly upon the brain. The powerful shock 
propels it instantly to the exterior surface, 
and torrent-like contracts it back again 
in redoubled fury upon the brain, and 
leaves the countenance pale and ghastly. 
It deranges in a great measure the mind, 
and unfits it for useful action. It darts 
its electric fire of vengeance along the 
optic nerve,expands the retina, and gives 
U> every object a magnified and false ap- 
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pearance, while the very eye-balls by a 
wild and savage glare proclaim the dread- 
ful storm that is raging within, and pour- 
ing the poisonous streams of premature 
death through all the healthful channels 
of existence! It suddenly braces the 
nervous system^ and then on the opposite 
extreme leaves it depressed and weak- 
ened. It gradually brings on rheumatic 
complaints, and lays the whole system 
open to the most formidable atid painful 
disorders that afflict the human race. — 
It cannot have escaped medical observa- 
tion that fevers and consumptions are 
much more frequent among persons who 
are very irritable and exercise little or no 
rule over their passions, than among those 
who are of a mild temperament, either 
naturally, or from early restraint and ed- 
ucation 

There is a connexion between the mind 
and the body so subtle that it has hitherto 
eluded the eagle-eye of Physiology, and 
will perhaps remain inscrutible forever 
to human comprehension. But that this 
connexion exists is fully demonstrated by 
medical experience, and observation. 
Many bodily disorders derange the mind, 
and have in many instances totally de- 
stroyed it. So on the other hand, disea- 
ses of the mind effect the body in return, 
and grief y despair and melanclwly have so 
preyed upon the vitals as to emaciate the 
body, and bring it to the grave. It is not 
uncommon that consumptions are brought 
on by trouble of mind, by guilty and h^ 



melancholy and grief. And manj instan- 
ces have occurred, where persons in ex- 
cessive violent anger have dropped down 
dead. What is so dreadful, when carri- 
ed to extreme, must be very injurious to 
health, and long life, when indulged fre- 
quently and even moderately. 

There being then such an intimate 
connexion between the mind and body, 
and so many thousands of ways in which 
one alternately acts upon, and effects 
the other, and brings millions to an un- 
timely grave, we see at once the propri- 
ety of not only guarding our health by 
temperance in eating and drinking, but 
more particularly by avoiding troubles of 
a mental character. These are general- 
ly brought upon individuals, families and 
neighborhoods, by the bad use of the 
tongue. Would you live long that you 
may see good days ? Then keep thy 
tongue from evil,and thy lips from speak- 
ing guile,seek peace and pursue it. Avoid 
every species of iniquity that would have 
a tendency to blast your own or the 
peace of others. Avoid it as you would 
the poisonous exhalations of the Bohon 
Upas, and fly it as you would the dread- 
ful Samiel of the Arabian desert. 
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SERMOX II. 

'* What man is he that desireth life and loveth <' 

many days that he may tee good? Keep thy qi 

tongite from evily and thy lips from speaking: ^ 

guile; depart from evil and do good, seek peace 
and pursue it,'* — Psalm xxxir: 12 — 14. 

We have shown in out last number i 

that the truth of this text is based upoa 
philosophy, and verified by experience- 
and observation: that nothing is more de- 
fy Btruclive to health and longevity than to 
V indulge in the revengeful passions of our 
nature; and that constant fear, grief and 
miilancholy are also destructive to the hu- 
man constitution, and withering to the 
dearest joys of life. We have shown 
that violent anger, revenge and most of 
the malignant passions originate from 
the bad use of the tongue; and that if 
we would live long and see good^ we 
must give heed to our ways by following 
the injunctions of the text. We now 
propose a further discussion of this sub- 
ject, addressed particularly to the young. 
A single spark of fire has often wrapped 
a city in conflagration. Great efiects 
not unfrequeutly flow from small causes. 
The apostle James aays, see chap. iii->- 
^' Behold also the ships, which though 
they be so great, and are driven of fierce 
winds, yet they are turned about with a 
very small helm whithersoever the gov- 
ernor listeth. Even so the tongue is a 
little member and boasteth great things. 
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Behold how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity; so is the tonguo among 
our members, tiiat it defileth the whole 
body, aiyl setteth on fire the course of 
nature, and is set on fire of hell. For 
every kind of beasts and of birds, and 
of serpents, and of things in the sea is 
tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind. 
But the tongue can no man tame; it is 
an unruly member full of deadly poison." 
The apostle, in the above quotation, has 
reference to those who have so long in- 
dulged in evil speaking that it has be- 
come, as it were, an incurable habit. If 
any man makes a practice of slandering 
his neighbors, and disturbing the peace 
of the community, it is immaterial to 
what church be may belong, or what os- 
tentatious professions he may make, he 
is, notwithstanding all this, destitute of 
Christianity. 

It is a painful fact that the religion of 
the present day is too much accommoda- 
ted to the fashions and customs of the 
world. Let a man, for instance, use pro- 
fane language, or get intoxicated, and he 
will readily be suspended from the com- 
munion of the church. But let him 
slander his neighbors, and little or no no- 
tice is taken of his conduct. And let 
him slander other denominations, and it 
becomes, as it were, a virtue; whereas 
the fact is that the latter, according to 
the book of God, is much the greatest 
crime. It is therefore wise to lay, in ear- 
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ly youthy a foundation for a tranquil, yir* 
tuous and long life. 

Thus you see my young friends that 
virtue and happiness, temperance, pros- 
perity and longevity are inseparably con- 
nected by the Author of our being, who 
has made them to depend in a great mea- 
sure upon our conduct. You have also 
seen that sin and misery, intemperanice 
in body, and also intemperance in mind, 
such as evil speaking, violent anger, 
commotiona, griefs and troubles, and a 
premature grave, are likewise insepara- 
bly and wisely connected. 

And now, my young friends, which will 
you choose? . If you love life and desire 
to see many days, let me eshort you to 
choose the former y and to drink freely out 
of that golden cup in which every earth- 
ly joy of unbroken felicity is mingled by 
thjB ua.erring h^nd of divine mercy; and 
let me warn you to reject the latteryhx in 
it are mingled the bitter drugs of misery. 
Be temperate in eating and drinking. Be 
temperate in all your pursuits in life, and 
in all your desires. Be temperate inyour 
conduct; and (as an able writer observes) 
pitch upon that course of life which 
18 the most excellent, and habit will soon 
render it the most delightful. Avoid not 
only every word and action that may lead 
to discord and contention, but, as our 
text 6ays, depart from evil and do goody 
seek peace, and pursue it. Let us do 
good to all our fellow creatures, and en- 
deavor to overcome their hatred with 
^ove, and their evil with good. 
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YeSy my young friends, affectionately 
and solemnly would I urge you to begin 
early to curb your passions, and to study 
sweetness of disposition. It will soon 
become to you perfectly natural, and 
thus you will lay the foundation for a vir- 
tuous and tranquil old age. But, asks 
the youth, shall I live longer for subdu- 
ing my passions and doing good, for 
seeking peace and pursuing it? Certain- 
ly. Our text teaches this; so does phi- 
losophy, and the scriptures generally. 
Jesus Christ says, ^' Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the earth. '^ 
That is, they shall long enjoy it. "Bless- 
ed are the peace-makers for they shall 
be called the children of God." The 
fifth Commandment says, " Honor thy 
father and thy mother, that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee." By honoring our 
parents, we are to understand a filial and 
submissive obedience to their precepts 
by not departing from that way in which 
with many exhortations, prayers and 
tears, they sought to train us up. In 
this case, honoring them would of course 
require us to walk in the paths of virtue 
and temperance, and to live an honest, 
quiet and peaceable life which would en- 
sure the promise, and give us many days. 

Not only do the scriptures promise 
long life to the peaceable, temperate and 
meek, but they on the other hand just as 
solemnly declare that '* the wicked shall 
not live out half their days." This passage 
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has occasioned mnch dispute among re* 
ligious derrominations; one affirming that 
every man's time is appointed in the coan- 
sels of heaven by the decree of God^who 
'^ declares the end from the beginning;" 
and another affirming that it is not, for 
the above passage teaches that the Hfe of 
man may be shortened. But there is no 
occasion for dispute on this point, for they 
are both right, as we have seen in the 
course of our remarks. This passage is 
but the counterpart of our text. It is the 
decree of God that the wicked, the aban- 
doned shall not reach the extreme of 
human life, because they indulge in t'hpse' 
very crimes, which, in the constitution 
of things, must inevitably carry them to 
an early tomb. Of the truth of this we 
see thousands of instances in the world. 
And God has decreed that the meek, the 
peaceable shall reach the extreme of 
life, because they pitch upon that happy 
course of conduct which naturally leads 
to it. All that we are to understand by 
his decree, is that he has inseparably con- 
nected the end with the means by so con- 
stituting our natures, and so ordering his 
providence that sin, dissipation, anger, 
and revenge shall not only destroy hap- 
piness, but shorten life, so certain as men 
pursue such a wretched course. And 
that the opposite course of conduct shall 
not only communicate happiness, but pro- 
tract life so certain as they engage in it. 
Here then, my young friends, you may 
readily perceive how God punishes vice 
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and rewards virtue. He does not do it 
by any abstract law, or arbitrary mode 
of procedure, but he has in infinite wis- 
dom interwoven the whole in the very 
constitution of our natures, so that the 
wicked cannot go unpunished, nor the 
righteous unrewarded. To teach that 
roan can indulge in vice, and yet escape 
its punishment by future repentance, is 
not only dangerous to the morals of so- 
ciety, but is a direct impeachment of the 
divine administration, as it must in such 
case, be defective. And to teach that 
men may live righteously and godly and 
yet go unrewarded, is equally dangerous^ 
to the morals of the community, as it is 
but discouraging them from en^ging in 
a virtuous course of conduct. /To teach 
that men are to be rewarded in a future 
world for their goodness here, is but in 
substance saying that virtue is attended 
with mental misery, and so far as it fails 
of rewarding its possessor here^ the bal- 
ance is to be made up hereajler. And to 
teach that men are to be punished in a fu- 
ture state for their badness here, is but in 
substance saying, that vice is attended 
with some mental joys, and so far as it 
fails of punishing its possessor Aere, the 
balance is to be made up hereafter. 

It is readily granted that the righteous 
may suffer. But we ought ever to make 
a plain distinction between afflictions and 
punishments, for the Bible does this. It 
is impossible in the nature of things that 
punishment can exist except in connexion 
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with guilt. Paul and Silas were cast in- 
to prison and fastened in the stocks, on 
account of their religion. But nothing 
could disturb their mental peace — their 
heayen-born repose. They joyfully sung 
psalms, and lifled up their voices in 
prayer to God in the calm enjoyment of 
a pure unsullied conscience. They suf- 
fered afflictions that were, under the gov- 
ernment of God, to work out for their 
good. There were no doubt others in 
that prison justly suffering for their 
crimes. To them it- was punishment. 
Because the former were suffering afflic- 
iiorij the latter, punishment. The scrip- 
tures sayi " Great peace have they that 
love thy law; and nothing shall offend 
them." " There is no peace, saith my 
God, to the wicked;" and he who says 
therein, contradicts Jehovah. 

If you would, my young friends, avoid 
punishment, avoid sin. If you would be 
happy, and enjoy a long and tranquil life, 
follow carefully the directions of our text; 
for rest assured that a contrary course of 
conduct will not only involve you in mis- 
ery and wretchedness, bnt bring you to 
a premature grave. Let us then take 
warning, and not become our own exe- 
cutioners. Let us make the most of life 
we may, and not turn our present exist- 
ence, which is one of heaven's choicest 
blessings, into a curse. Let us do good 
in our day and generation, and render 
ourselves blessings to mankind, by living 
soberly, righteously and peaceably in the 
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world? Let us do jtistly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God — visit the wi- 
dow and the fatherless in their affliction, 
and keep ourselves unspotted from the 
world. 



SBRMOX III. 

**And they shall drive thee from meft, and thy 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, 
and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, 
and seven times shall pass over thee until thou 
knoto that the Most High ru4eth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he loilL** — . 

Daniel iv; 32. 

That reason, as well as revelation, 
teaches an overruling providence, very 
few deny. There must exist in nature 
an omnipotent and benevolent Being to 
keep all her works in harmony — to touch 
the most secret and subtle springs of the 
vast machinery af the universe — to re- 
gulate seed time and harvest, summer and 
winter, day and night; and to throw the 
enrapturing charms of countless variety 
not only over the landscape, but over all 
that we behold in the heavens above, or 
in th« earth beneath. Globes roll in the 
paths assigned them, and by some unseen 
hand are wisely kept from interfering in 
their orbits, and disturbing each other's 
motions. These facts demonstrate the 
existence of an omniscient, omnipotent, 
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and Benevolent Being; and every event, 
transpiring in the government o^ the 
world, proclaims an omnipresent Jehovah 

He not only works in the majesty of 
the lightning, and in the grandeur of the 
storm regulating and directing the whole 
in its sublime career, but he notices the 
fall of a sparrow, and numbers the very 
hairs of our head. Events, the most tri- 
vial in their nature, are the objects of his 
notice, as well as those of the most mo- 
mentous character. Were not this the 
cage, univeri^al disorder and ruin would 
soon find their way into his works, break 
the chain of events, and reduce all, that 
we now admire, from its present harmony 
and glory, down to its general cojnfusion 
and chaos.. This conclusion is unavoida- 
ble, because some of the greatest events 
that have transpired in the world, owe 
their existence to something of a very 
trivial nature. 

If God did not, in the general govern- 
ment of the world,direct also small events^ 
then he could not be the author of those 
great events which flow from them. On 
this principle there might transpire count- 
less events of the greatest magnitude 
without the direction and superintendance 
of Deity. The admission of this is but 
practical Atheism. It is acknowledging 
a God in words, but in works denying 
him. It alike makes chance the governor 
of the world to those who acknowledge 
such a God, as to those who wholly deny 
his existence. 
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In our text a presiding Deity is solemn- 
ly recog-nized by the prophet Daniel, and 
his supremacy over the affairs of men is 
throughout the whole chapter most 
strikingly set forth before the Assyrian 
king. He had dreamed a dream which 
none of the wise men of Babylon were 
able to interpret. Daniel was called to 
him ; who after making known to that 
proud monarch his destiny involved in 
that dream, expostulates with him on 
bis conduct. He did not threaten him 
with endless punishment in the immor- 
tal world, but informed him that there^ 
was a God that ruled the heavens, and 
presided over the Affairs of men; and ex** 
horted him to forsake his iniquities. 
This is his language : "And whereas'they 
commanded to leave the stump of the 
tree roots, thy kingdom shall be sure Hnto 
thee, afler thou shalt have known that 
the heavens do rule. Wherefore, O 
king! let my counsel be acceptable unto 
thee, and break off thy sins by righteous- 
ness, and thine iniquities by showing 
mercy to the poor, if it may be a length- 
ening of thy tranquillity. All this came 
upon the king JVebuchadnezzar. At the 
end of twelve months, he walked in the 
palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The 
king spake, and said, Is not this great 
Babylon, that I have built for the house 
of my kingdom, by the might of my pow- 
er and for the honor of my majesty? 
While the word was in the king's mouth, 
there fell a voice from heaven, saying. 
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O king Nebuchadnezzar! t6 thee it is 
spoken; the kingdom is departed from' 
thee. And they shall drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling shall be with the 
beasts of the field; they shall make thee 
to eat grass as oxen, and seven times 
shall pass over thee, until thou know 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 
will." 

Nebuchadnezzar was the Son of Na- 
bopolasser, and the second king of As- 
syria. He was Regent with his father in 
the Empire 607 years before the birth of 
our Lord, and the next year, he raised a 
powerful army, marched against Jerusa- 
lem, and took Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
prisoner. While making preparations 
to carry him and his subjects into cap- 
tivity, in Babylon, Jehoiakim solemnly 
promised submission, and begged the priv- 
ilege of holding his throne under the 
sceptre of Nebuchadnezzar. This fa- 
vor was granted, and he was permitted 
to remain at Jerusalem. Three years 
after this, he made an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to throw off the Assyrian yoke and 
regain his former independence. This 
brought on the general captivity of the 
Jewish nation, which lasted 70 years. 
Nebuchadnezzar extended his con- 
quests till he subjugated the Ethiopians, 
Arabians, Tdumeans, Philistines, Syrians, 
Persians,Medes,Assyrians,and nearly all 
Asia to his sceptre. These splendid con- 
quests, and being now king of kings, lift- 
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ed up his heart with pride, that he eaosed 
a golden image to be reared on the plains 
of Dura. He issued a royal edict, and 
commanded the princes and rulers of aU 
these nations as well as their principal 
subjects to assemble; and being assem- 
bled, he commanded them to fall down and 
worship his golden god. Daniel's com- 
panions refused to do this, and were cast 
into the fiery furnace. 

From this circumstance he was brought 
to acknowledge a Supreme Being, and 
even issued a decree that any one who 
spoke amiss against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego should be cut in 
pieces. But as he was gazing upon the 
massy walls of Babylon — a work, of gi- 
gantic achievement; as he was survey- 
ing, from the height of his palace, the 
hanging gardens and lofty lowers, (an 
serial world!) as he was admiring his own 
magnificence, by the sentence of that 
God whom he had glorified, he was driven 
from men, and in the Hebrew style of ex- 
pression, is said to have eaten grass like 
oxen. By this we are to understafid 
that he was suddenly seized with a dis- 
ease called by the Greeks lyconthropy, 
and which is known among physicians at 
the present day by the name of hypo- 
chondria. It is a species of madness 
that causes persons to run into the fields 
and streets in the night, and sometimes 
to suppose themselves to have the heads 
of oxen, horses, dogs, or fancy them- 
selves to be like some other animal, and 
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doomed to fare like them. And some 
have imagined themselves to be made of 
glass. At the end of seven years Ne- 
buchadnezzar's understanding returned 
to him, and he was restored to his throne 
and glory. He died 562 years before 
Christ in the 43d year of his reign. 

It is our intention to consider this text 
in a moral point of view, as applicable 
to all men of all ages, and in all condi-* 
tions in life. While pursuing the various 
occupations to which our inclination, or 
fancy may lead, we are too apt to lose 
sight of that Being who holds our desti- 
nies in his hand; and more particularly so 
in seasons of prosperity, when blest with 
health and other sublunary enjoyments. 
Strange as it may seem, yet it is substan- 
tially true, that in proportion as man is 
successful in the accomplishment of his 
plans, he becomes arrogant and haughty 
in his feelings, and instead of acknowl- 
edging his dependence on God, and feel- 
ing the bursts of gratitude for the favors 
and enjoyments heaven scatters in his 
path, he loses sight of the benign hand 
that blesses him, and, like the proud 
Assyrian monarch, ascribes all his 
prosperity to his own plans, and to the 
effect of his own peculiar management. 
He surveys the lands he has purchased, 
the beautifol buildings he has erected, 
the wealth he has accumulated, and in 
view of these achievements of his hand, 
as he is floating on the full tide of pros* 
perity, he is ready to breathe out in ex- 
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ultatioD, — ^'is not this great Babylon 
which I have built for the house of my 
kingdom, by the might of my power and 
for the honor of my majesty." 

When success becomes common, man 
forgets his dependence on Him who rules 
in the armies of heaven, and over the af- 
fairs of men. It is our duty as intelligent 
creatures to exercise our reason in 
viewing things as they really are. He, 
who will not do this^ but goes through 
life tjiioughtless^ so far resigns the man, 
and assumes the brute. Even some, who 
bear the christian name,proclaim against 
reason, call her carnal, and prostrate her 
as it were at the shrine of enthusiasm. 
They lean upon certain frames and feel- 
ings of the animal nature. They are so 
far driven from men. I say it is our duty 
as rational intelligences to hold our 
station in the scale of being, and to ex- 
ercise our reason in viewing things as 
they are. We ought candidly and 
solemnly to weigh the blessings of God, 
and consider the relation in which we 
stand to him as our Creator and Bene- 
factor. Who can tell the value of exis- 
tence, .or number its countless joys? 
What a wonderful production is man! 
He has given us the most beautiful 
symmetry of parts, — has moulded our 
limbs with accuracy, and freely bestowed 
these admirable lineaments of form! He 
has formed the ear for sound, and 
awakened in its vocal chambers the 
fiewing charms of music, the harmony of 



24 



rejoicing nature, the clear voices of 
parents and children, and the sweet 
whisperings of love and friendship! He 
has moulded the transparent eye, bedded 
it in its bony socket, and on its retina 
painted the universe' He has bid it not 
only to disclose, all the varied passions 
of the soul, but to roll with softness and 
affection on the fond companion of our 
ways, on the countless beauties of na- 
ture, and bid it with infinite ease sweep 
the entire vault of heaven. He has set 
in motion the warm current of life that 
rolls through our veins, pouring nourish* 
ment, health and animation through all 
the channels of existence. It is he who 
throbs the heart, who heaves the lungs, 
and who bids the ten thousand compli- 
cated parts of this organized frame move 
on. In all this, his gooduess is every 
moment felt,^nd yet we are thoughtless 
of these manifestations of his loving 
kindness. They are so common that we 
have ceased to prize them. When sick- 
ness and distress come upon us, it is then 
we learn the value of health and ease, 
and are oflen awakened to the reality 
that the Most High rules. 

In view of the trials incident to life, 
we hear the Psalmist exelaim '^Before I 
was afflicted I went astray, but now have 
I kept thy word." This seems to be the 
lamentable condition of man. When 
rolling in the calm tide of uninterrupted 
prosperity, and rejoicing in the vigor of 
aealtb^he forgets there is a God, or 
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becomes thoughtless that the heavens do 
•rule^ and begins, like the king of Baby- 
lon, to ascribe al! his success to his own 
power, foresight and management, and 
is practically an atheist. But however 
thoughtless men may be, yet there is a 
God who governs the world, and will so 
order and direct his providence,that every 
one who goes counter to the principles of 
rectitude is doomed^ inevitably doomed, to 
solfer the consequenees. 

There is too much practical atheism in 
the world. By this we mean that there 
are too many of those who acknowledge 
a God in words, that deny him in con- 
duct. Every one, who lives upon the 
bounties of heaven, who enjoys the 
sweets of existence, and remains thought- 
loss of God, is practically an atheist. 
As saith Paul, ^^ They profess that they 
know God, but in works they deny him, 
being abominable and disobedient, and 
unto every good work reprobate." He, 
who goes on in the ways of transgression 
and multiplies his iniquities, must either 
believe there is no God, or else conclude 
that he does not rule over the affairs of 
men; and on this ground flatters himself 
that he shall escape punishment. And 
not only 430,' but in opposition to the ex- 
press declaration of Jehovah, he believes 
that he shall enjoy a degree of happiness 
in the indulgence of sin. All such are 
driven from those rational reflections and 
moral principles, which virtually consti- 
tute the man, and have yet to learn, **that 
the heavens do rule." 
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SIIRMOIV IV. 

** And they shall drive thee from men and 
thy dwelling shall be with ihe beasts of the 
field; and they shall make thee to eat grais as 
oxen, and seven times shalf pass over thee HU 
thou know that the Most Il^h ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, ^nd giveth it to whomsoever. 
Ac w«;."— Daniel iv: 32. 

Every man, who believes that that 
path of virtue is thorny , and that of vice 
is fi^easurabley is not only deceived, but 
hats not yet learned that the Most High 
holds the reins of government, and dis** 
peiises to his creatures their rewards and 
punishments. It is evident, if every man 
solemnly believed that a course of sin 
Would bring upon him certain and una- 
voidable misery — and that every species 
of dishonesty would lessen his fort-uue in 
the world, he would abi^ndon his course, 
and turn his feet to the testimonies of 
God. The transgressor is therefore de- 
ceiving himself, is resting under a strong 
delusion, and is yet ignorant that the Al- 
mighty rules throughout his vast domin- 
ions. Certain it is that a wicked man 
was never happy while remaining in that 
condition, and it is equally certain that 
no one ever yet went unpunished. 

To this point we Intend to invite your 
serious attention in this discourse. The 
expression in our te)it, " till thou know 
thut the Most High ruleth in the king- 
dom of men," does not only imply a 
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knowledge of tbe existence of a Supreme 
Intelligence, who governs the world, bat 
an obedience to the moral laws of bia 
empire. On this proposition we purpose 
to offer a few rational, and not only ra- 
tional, but irresistible arguments. We 
will first notice ,the condition of those 
who are guilty of heinous crimes, and 
then come down to the common walks of 
life, and bestow a few remarks on those 
who are indifferent about their condition, 
apd only guard their conduct so far aa 
comports with the customs and manners 
of that portion of the community, who 
have DO higher principle of action than 
to be copaidered respectable among men. 

Though we come before the public to 
defend the doctrines of Christ, yet, my 
friends, you will bear in mind that it is 
also our duty to enforce his precepts,and 
exhort to the obedience of the gospeL 
That we should point out the road of ^in, 
error and misery, and also endeavor to 
throw the light of heavenly truth on the 
pathway of human life. 

We will biggin with the murderer, who 
wantonly emhrues bis hands in the blood 
of his fellow. So far as he has violated 
the laws of his country, he is a subject 
for public execution, and has nothing to 
hope for, at the tribunal of human justice. 
His misery, whether it arise from the 
contemplation of an ignominious deaths 
from the fear of detection, or from the 
consciousness of having violated the 
moral principles of his nat-ure, is alike 
insupportable, as well as indescribable. 



28 



Is he detected? Shot out from the 
world and confined in his ioath9ome cell, 
he is left to his own reflections, and to all 
the horrors of the gathering* storm. But 
even admitting that he should escape de- 
tection, and be led to his own medita- 
tions on his deed of blood, he would, like 
Cain, breathe out in agony of soul, '^mv 
punishment is greater than I can bear!'' 
He might, indeed, mingle with the busy 
throng — he might even smile, and wear 
a face of pleasure, but behind this man- 
tled mask he would conceal a heart of 
pain. He might, indeed, gaze upon the 
landscape, listen to the songs of the 
grove, and contemplate the glories of na- 
ture, but the charm, that once gave him 
ecstatic delight and solid joy, is vanished 
from his sight; and all, that once was fair 
and lovely, wears the frown of darkness 
and indignation. He gazes upon little 
children, and hears their artless and in- 
nocent prattle, reflects what he once was, 
and every joy, that sparkles in their eyes, 
sends a dagger to his heart. The rust- 
ling of a leaf strikes him with terror and 
alarm, and every passing breeze bears to 
his tormented soul the groans of the dy- 
ing man, and conscience forces him to 
listen to the heart-rending tale of wo. 
Fain would he fly from himself, and enjoy 
one hour's repose; but alas! that God, 
who rules in the kingdom of men, has 
written a law in his heart, where he reads 
and feels his condemnation, and where 
conscience sits on the judgment seat, con* 
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stantly holds him arraigned at her tribu- 
Da], and fhns up in his bosom the burning 
flames of hell! He may lie down on his 
pillow^ but spectres haunt his brain; and 
awake, asleep, at home, abroad, he finds 
that he has rendered his own existence a 
curse. He lives in misery, and in dark- 
ness expires. 

Let us next notice the thief, who plun- 
ders our property. His crime is of less 
magnitude than the above, but his guilt 
is in proportion. No one by such means 
has ever enriched himself. He, who ob- 
• ains property by dishonorable means, is 
gnorant of its value, and will dishonora- 
bly spend it. He has forgotten that God 
governs the world. Our state-prisons 
and penitentiaries not only (so far as hu- 
man laws are concerned) reveal his fate, 
but speak his woes. But suppose he 
escape detection, and is only exposed to 
the naked and fearful grandeur of that 
law which God has written in the heart. 
He hears its thunders, and he feels its 
fires. He has taken from some fellow 
being his hard earnings, and sees him 
and perhaps his children mourning their 
misfortune and suffering the miseries of 
adversity. Guilt takes possession of his 
soul, and misery, which the hand of time 
cannot extinguish, rolls its dark waves of 
damnation upon him, and drowns his 
dearest joys, while poverty marks him for 
her own. 

God has so constituted bis plans in the 
government of the world that the phm^ 
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derer cannot prosper^ Inward horrors 
and fears of detection- abstract his mind 
from the proper duties of life, so that mis- 
fortune and defeat find their way .into his 
plans, which might otherwise by calm de- 
liberation have succeeded; and disap- 
pointment and misery, satiety and disgust, 
and all the evils that fire the offspring, of 
his iniquity, commingling in a thousand 
ways, render his existence wretched. 
Relying upon dishonesty for support, he 
becomes but a midnight beggar. His 
slumbers are haunted by frightful dreams; 
and fear of detection, prisons and dun- 
geons are torturing his imagination and 
incessantly sporting with his broken 
peace. He is a stranger to those solid 
joys arising from the practice of virtue, 
is doomed to encounter, aH the miseries 
that attend his iU-chosen career, and to 
drink every drug of wormwood and gall 
that heaven has mingled in the cup of 
dishonor. He lives a nuisance and pest 
to society, and dies covered with infamy. 
In all this we shall see the truth of our 
text exemplified, th^t God rules in the 
kingdom of men, and brings punishment, 
not only upon a haughty monarch seated 
on the throne of nations, ^but upon every 
transgressor however obscure may be his 
condition in the walks of private life. 
The sovereign decree of his empire is — 
^* Though hand join in hand, yet shall 

THE VriCKED NOT GO UNPUNISHED." 

But we take our leave of flagitious 
princes, and proceed to notice men in the 
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common walks of ]ife. Every man who 
makes riches, or puhlic honors the chief 
end of all his pursuits, and gives all his 
attention to the attainment of his object, 
and over-reaches in bargains whenever 
an opportunity offers, or sets various pri- 
ces on his merchandise, according to the 
person with whom he deals — such a man 
will never feel himself filled with riches, 
nor satisfied with honors. The reasons 
are obvious. He commences his career 
under the impression that happiness, 
contentment and all the rational enjoy- 
ments of life consist in wealth, and in hu- 
man greatness. He soon finds himself 
in possession of as large a fortune as he 
first supposed would make him happy. 
But his desires for more, having imper- 
ceptibly expanded, he finds within an in- 
creased restlessness, and even greater 
desires for more than when he first set 
out. He still believes, according to his 
original impression, that happiness lies 
in gold; and that the only reason why he 
has not obtained those solid joys in pos- 
session which he first anticipated, is be- 
cause he still needs more. But though 
wealth may flow upon him in oceans, his 
cravings for more will ever swell beyond 
what earth can give, and leave him a 
more wretched being than he was at the 
commencement of his course. Here is 
his loss — here is his punishment. God 
has not placed happiness in wealth. '^ *^ 
competence is all we can enjoy, O, be coti- 
tent tchere heaven can give no more.^^ • 
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Or let him rise to that station of honor, 
which he now believes will satisfy him, 
and his ambition would aspire, to one 
more exalted. Let him govern one king- 
dom, and he would desire to subjugate 
another till the whole world bowed to hip 
nod. And were every star an inhabited 
world, and did he possess means to in^ 
vade them^.his ambition would continue 
to soar till he ruled the universe, and 
were there no object left to which h^ 
might still direct his ambition and con- 
tinue to soar, he would set down in der 
spair, and, like Alexander the Great, 
^eep and sigh for more worlds to con- 
quer. 

All this restlessness and misery arise 
from false notions of happiness — from 
not realizing that the Most High rules 
in the kingdom of men — and from a want 
of confidence in his word, which points 
the rich and the poor alike to that noble 
path of virtue and religion^ where true 
happiness and unbroken peace forever 
reign. By men embracing virtue, and 
in their feelings and actions ever ac- 
knowledging the supremacy of Jehovah, 
inevitably leads to happiness and con- 
tentment. But in doing this we are not 
to deprive ourselves of the enjoyment of 
honest gotten wealth, nor of the rational 
pursuits and interchanges of social and 
domestic life. Religion was not given 
to deprive us of the common comforts 
and conveniences of life, but to sweeten 
them. Our Redeemer says, ^'seek iirst 
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the kingdom of God and hid righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you." Sin and misery in this world 
are inseparable: so are righteousness 
and happiness. If they are not, then it 
remains for the advocates for a future 
retribution to show how men are to be 
sufficiently rewarded and punished in the 
future world. 

There is my friends no solid happi- 
ness, no permanent satisfaction only in 
the contemplation that God governs the 
world, and in the practice of pure and 
rational piety. This you may know by 
studying your own bosom. Have any of 
you thus far spent your days in striving 
to find perfect bliss in the various 
pursuits of life. ^ Have you aspired to one 
object, abandoned it, and taken up 
another? If so, can you say that you 
have found the happiness you anticipated, 
and so earnestly sought? No! What is 
the reason? There is one thing needful. 
Whatever may bo your pursuit, if you 
are thoughtless that God governs the 
world, and if instead of rendering him 
the homage of a grateful heart, you 
blaspheme his name, or are selfish and 
regardless of the happiness of your fel- 
low creatures, you must, according to 
the established laws of his empire, re- 
main in that same restless and dissatisfied 
condition till you know by experience 
that the heavens do rule — till you bow to 
the sublime requirements of his word. 
That dissatisfaction varied according to 
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the condition of moral character is the 
punishment God sends upon us for our 
indifference. From this indifference 
we may rise to that unquenchable thirst 
for riches, already noticed, and our 
sufferings will receive new accessions 
according to our nioral light. And from 
this we may rise to a desire for honour 
and power, till we are hurried on by 
ambition to conquest and slaughter 
where we are doomed to suffer all the 
miseries a Buonaparte endured. From 
this we may rise to dishonour, fraud and 
thefl; and as we rise in crinfie, our 
miseries increase in degree, till we im- 
brue our hands in innocent blood, and 
thus render our bosoms a hell and our 
very existence a burthen. 

Every man is in a condition of uneasi- 
ness, suffering, guilt, hardness of heart 
and blindness of mind exactly in propor- 
tion to his moral conduct. Let us then 
be wise; — and if we desire happiness, let 
us seek it in that course where the un- 
erring word of God assures us it oan 
alone be found. Let us acknowledge 
^'that the heavens do rule," and rest 
assured that He, who notices the fall of a 
sparrow, will not wink at our evil doings. 
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flIBBMOSr T. 

For what if some did not believe , ehail their 
nnbeUef make the faith of God without effeet7 
God forbid; yea let God he true, but entry man 
« liar, Romang iii: 8, 4. 

The doctrine of salvation hj Jesus Christ, 
is worthy the ' solemn consideration of all 
men. . It is this, that rendered a revelation 
necessary. It is this that kindled the flame 
of transport in celestial bosoms, and raised 
that triumphant song, "glory to God in the 
highest, on earth peace, good will towards 
men." Salvation is the doctrine of the Bible, 
and ought ever to be the theme of the pulpit. 
Salvation is the oracle of heaven around 
which all denominations assemble, receive 
their instructions, and believe according to 
the force of evidence. 

Prefaced with these remarks, we will now 
proceed to state what we conceive to be the 
law and gospel — point out the distinction be- 
tween them, and defend the gospel doctrine 
of salvation by faith. 

• The law was a conditional covenant be- 
tween God and man. It was predicated on 
works. Under this covenant, if a mAn were 
strictly moral in his external deportment — 
if he lived up to its letter , he was considered 
righteous. This covenant was imperfect, 
because it could be kept externally without 
reaching the heart. They could exclaim 
like the young man, who came to Jesus-^ 
"a]l these things have I kept from my youth 
up," and still lack that one great point, 
charity. Therefore by the deeds of the law 
no flesh could be justined in the sight of God* 
S 
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The law, being temporary in its nature, hgd 
nothing to do with eternal things. 

Paul says, "sin is the transgression of the 
law." — <' w)iere there is no law there is not 
the knowledge of sin." From this it appears 
that sin, being a transgression of that law, 
which was eiven lis for the regulation of oiir 
conduct in Uiis life, can receive mo punish* 
ment in the future world. If sin should be 
e^mniitted in the future state, then in the 
Hitufe- state it would be punished. The same 
orgtimem will apply to our obedience to the 
law, which can receive, for the same reason,^ 
no reward in that world. " No flesh shall be 
justified bf the deeds of the law." "Eternal 
life isthe gift of God." If so, theniteannot 
be "of works, lest any man . should boast " 
God, being infinite in wisdom, eouldnot have 
failed to enac$ a law so perfect^ and so exactly 
adapted to the nature or man, that Obedience 
w^uld reader him a rich reward, and disobe^ 
di^nce a condign punishment. The wise 
man sky » that "the righteous diall be recom- 
pensed in the eardi; much more the wicked' 
and the skiner.'* 

IW^ now turn to th^ sjdrit of the law.—-' 
"To love the Lord thy God with all thVj 
heai't^andthy'nbighbbr as thyself is the ful- 
filment ef die law;" and if we are not to be? 
8ay«dbvthelaw, the$ our^vr- to God and 
each otner Cfitmot save US)' for that is the 
laWL ' Bf what theu^ are We to be saved ?^ 
Answer ^ by die gospel, which is God's Ita^e' 
maniieeted to his creatures. The eonchision 
theti^p that we are libt td be saved by ^ our 
hw to God,! but by God's io^e to us. This, 
I presume, no one will dispute. Here then 
we discern the difference between the law 
and the gospel. God's l<me is the eame of 
■alvalioiH-4itimaa hv€ is the ^eeL "Herein 
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(ta]^ Jdiii) is love; not that we loved Oodi 
btit that he loved us." "We love him he^ 
eau$e he first loved us." How many did he 
love ? He so loved the world who were dead 
Id tresimsses and sius, that he freely deliveiv 
ed up nis Son for us ail — ^he by the grace of 
Ck)d tasted death for every man. This is the 
gospel-love that God comroendeth towards 
us, and the love that will finally aave us. ^ 

Many persons contend that we must lovp 
God and do certain duties^ or we cannot te 
faVed. This is preaching ourselves. It is 
preaching^ the love of man as the eauae of 
nis sahratioit, instead of the love of God« 
And while thus preaching, they will perhaps 
at the same time tell the sinner that 'God is 
his enemv. But will the sinner's love make 
God his mend? — will it cause his Creator to 
love him? No: right the reverse of this is 
the doctrine of Christ. ''We love God be- 
cause he first loved us." If we deny God's 
^9t love to the sinner, we then destroy the 
very eatue'hy which alone the sfnner 'cah be 
made to love God. If we make men believe 
that God is their enemy and hates them, then 
we use all the means in our power to drive 
them from the bosom of their Father, and 
keep them in darkness and^sin. 

The sinner, in this situation, can never be 
made to serve God, only by being driven to 
it by terror, the same as some wretched slave 
is made to cower and submit in fear and dread 
to some revengeful tyrant. But this is not 
the service God requires. He requires a 
service which is delightful, and in wm^h his 
creature feels an abundant rewaf^ We 
grant that men, under th^-^mst covenant j 
were caUed upon to fear 'God. The reason 
of this appears obvious, when we reflect that 
God had covenanted to bestow eertain bless* 
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ingv upon them^providing they wbuld de their 
duty. If they failed, then he would execute 
the temporal judgments upon them, which 
the law points out, and tnreatens. Under 
tbis covenant men had just' as much reason 
to fear, as they were liable to transgress it. 

But when an angel ^announced the dawn of 
a better covenant; he said 'Hear not, for be* 
hold I bring you glad tidings of gi^at jo^-'* 
la this is nothing to be feared. All the roar 
lies in the first, and thunders out to everv- 
imuer, "cursed is every one that continuetn 
not in all thines written in the law to * da 
them?" But John, speaking in view of the 
■ecoBd covenant, says, "there is no fear ia. 
love^ but perfect love casl^th out fear, ber 
cause fear hath torment. He that feareth is' 
not made perfect in love.'' The fir$t Cov- 
enant is founded on works, and is eondUitmal; 
— ^ut the second is founded on the immutable 
pi^imise of God.-^ and is uneonditional. In the 
law, we are commanded to do according to 
the reasonableness of its re(]uirements; but in 
the gofi^el we are exhorted to belieee in view 
of evidence and fact. And as no man can 
believe, or disbelieve what he pleases, there* 
lore conditions are excluded. 

What is the meaning of gospel? It is good 
tidings of gref|t joy. u is hfe and immortali- 

2 brought to light at the appearing of our 
ord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who has 
abolished death by giving us the assurance of 
a resurrection from corruption to incorruption 
and glory. It is hews. In view of new8> 
what btne first thing necessary? Answer, 
beUef. It is impossible to \^ork news; there* 
fore the gospel is not of works. In the law^ 
the first requirement is to do; — ^but in the 
ffospel the first re<)uirement is to believe. 
The law-covenant is therefore temporary^ 
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fallible aod liDeertain; but the gospel-cdy* 
enant is eternal, infallible, and in all things 
well ordered and sure. The first rests on 
the obedience of the creature, but the second 
on the promises of Jehovah. Paul therefore 
calls it a better covenant established upon 
better promises. 

Perhaps some one may feel disposed to 
ask — whether faith is all that is necessary? 
We reply th|it it is the cause which produces 
its effect. Paul answers this question thus — 
"We conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the law, Do we then 
make void the law through faith ? God for- 
bid; yea we establish the law." Here let the 
question be a^ed;-^— how do we establish the 
law by faith? Answer. "Faith Vill have 
its perfect work." But what is that perfect 
work, which faith produces? Ans. Faith 
works love in the soul; and if we love God, 
we will keep his commandments. And faiths 
love and keeping the commandments are the 
three exercises, that form the christian 
character. Faith is the foundation; works 
are not. We cannot begin to build on works. 
Instead of being the ^«t, they are the last 
christian grace. They are the visible effects 
of an inward, living faith. 

Faith and faith omy is the seed rooted and 
ffrounded in the truth, and Tto use a Bible 
figure) it becometh a tree, anc produces all the 
fruits of the spirit — ^love, joy, meekness, 
temperance, long-sufiTering, forbearance. This 
is what the apostle calls the " righteousness 
of faith" in contradistinction to "the 
righteousness of the law," produced by fear. 
Paul compares faith to a good olive tree. 
The Jews through unbelief were broken off, 
and "thou (the Gentile) standest by faith." 
Jesus says; "if ye have faith as a grain of 
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iBQBitrd-seed, ye shall say onto iMfl iiioiilitai&, 
remore hence to yonder place, and k shall 
remove." Here, in parable, faith is represen* 
ted as remoTinff mountains of sin. He fur* 
ther says — <<Thy. fmih hath made Ihee 
whole" ;-*-not thy works. Paul exclaims. 
^^Faith works by love, purifies the heart and 
overcomes the world." John says, ''and this 
is the victory that overcometh the w<Mrld evea 
our faith." 

It is a certain fact, that none of these 
salutary effects are ascribed to human wcnrks. 
The aposdes in no instance say, that wurlu 
purify the heart, or overcome the world — or 
that this is the victory, even yourt0orib#. 
The whole is ascribed to /at^A; because^ that 
is the living tree on which the good 
fruits grow. Work are, in scripture, culed 
fruits. <'By their fruits ye shall know 
them" — ^that is by their wwhs, ^<A good 
tree cannot bring forth evil /rtiil." To 
earry out this figure, we would remark that, 
fruit can have no existence till the tree is first 
produced. Therefore in a gospel sense no 

food works, acceptable to God, can be pro* 
uced without a true and living faith. The 
apostle declares, "without faith it is ini|K>9- 
sible to please God." The gdspel being 
cood tidings, or news, are you satisfied that 
faith is the first thin^f necessary? I presame 
all denominations will assent to the fact, that 
faith is the first religious exercise ^ the 
creature. We shall theoi obey the command 
of the aposde, and "contend eJ^estly for the 
faith once delivered to thesaina." 

But asks the Teader,what matter is it which 
18 first in order, whether l<ne,faiUh er werkil 
Irepfy that it is a matter of vast impottance^ 
ailA without understaiHling this fact, we eaa- 
not «ome to the knowledge of Ae trtt^> er«a 
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thoagh we should be ever learning. If these 
three christian graces /otM, love and works, 
are preached in a confused and mixed man- 
ner, we cannot arrive at a true understanding 
of a gospel salvation, neithe^can we tell the 
difference betwieen law and gospel. The 
law is o^ works, and the gospel is of faith. 
And no man can fulfil the spirit of the law, 
without faith in the gospel. When the sin- 
ner exercises faith in the love and goodness 
?f Crod in freely giving him eternal life,which 
infinitely transcends all other blessings — 
that moment faith works love in his heart, 
andcauses him lo rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. He then loves God be- 
cause God first loved Wm. And when the 
sinner loves God, he is passed from death 
unto life, and that love is the fulfilment of 
the law. 

"We are now led to see the consistency of 
faith being the first step. It is the very 
emusethat produces iove to God; and lone in- 
duces us to keep the commandments. "Faith 
Works fey love,'* and "if ye love me," says 
Jesus, "ye will keep my commandments." 

We will now introduce an example, which 
will plainly show the distinction between the 
law and ^spel. and in what manner they af- 
fect the sinner. Suppose a king sentence six 
of his subjects to imprisonment during life, 
and commands them to spend their days in 
hard labor. They tite put in confinement, 
refuse to obey his commands — ^refuse to labor, 
and in the midst of their miseries curse his 
name. They are now in disobedience under 
the condemnation of the law. 

The king says to his only Son, I love those 
subjects and I covenant with you to set them 
free in three years. The Son says, Father I 
delif lit to do tly will. Let me go and reveal 
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to th^m, the glad tidingg of this eovenant 
promise. The kin^ answers — liiy Son, in the 
fulness of time I will send you. Let them 
remain, one year, under the law. But say» 
the Son, they are now transgressing your 
law, and need instruction. The kinff replies^. 
I will send my servant to enforce that law. 
Let him go «nd inform the prisoners, that I 
am angry with them for their conduct; and if 
they will obey my commands, and labor 
faithfully, they shall have excellent food and 
good clothing as a reward. Butifthc^ will 
not comply, they shall be chained, and kept 
on bread and water as a punishment for their 
disobedience. 

The servant goes and delivers to them thi» 
message. Three of those .subjects, for femr 
of the punishment and in hope of the reward^ 
obey the king, and outwardly respect his 
commands, but perhaps have little, or no- 
love for him. [Here we see the righteous-r 
ness of the law which is not accepteable to 
God.] They accordingly receive, day by 
day, tho promised rewaSrd. But Uie other 
three prisoners dispise these conditions and 
refuse. to obey. They are chained, fed on 
bread and water, and meet their deserts. 

Here, then, are six prisoners laboring under 
the law, and groaning in bondm with n» 
hopes of deliverance. The law knows of no 
deliverance — no redemptioii* It simply 
serves as a school master to teaoh thetn the 
difference between right and wrong — ^to teach 
them the will of the king, and thus prepare 
them to receive a better covenant, which i» 
to be revealed to thetti by the king'tB Son* 
But under the covenant they now are, thty 
have no motives to plrompt them to obedience^ 
but the /eor of punishment and the Aqpc. of 
reward. In our nest, thi» will k9 Mtf 
iUustrftted. 
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SERMOX VI* 

For what if some did nol believe, ahalt their 
unbelief rnake the faith of God without effects 
Ood forbid; yeaflet God be true, but every man 
a liar, Romans Hi: 8, 4. 

We resume the argument, in this discourse, 
concerning those prisoners brought forward 
in our last. We left them in bondage under 
the sentence of the law with no hopes of 
deliverance. The first year rolls away. The 
king says, my son, the time has come — go, 
and reveal my love to these prisoners ay 
bringing the promise of their redemption to 
light. The son flies on wings of love, enters 
the prison and exclaims — I bring you good 
tidings of ffreat joy. My father, the king, is 
your friend. He loves you 3 and that love 
has induced him to proclaim your liberation 
as a free gift. He has promised (and he can- 
not lie) that in two years from this day you 
shall be free. This covenant,so far as concerns 
its fulfilment, is unconditional. Believe, and 
you will be saved, by faith in the promise, 
from your present fears, and condemnation 
under the l&w. 

Those stubborn prisoners see a suiBclency of 
evidence to believe the promise. They exer- 
cise unshaken faith in this second covenant 
between the father and son. This faith 
works by love in their hearts, and purifies 
them from disobedience. Their souls melt 
in view of the love and goodness of the king 
revealed to them by his son. In fine, they 
love him because ne first loved them. They 
are now saved by faith in his promise from 
not only all their miseries and sorrows, but 
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from their disobedience, and look forward 
with joy to the day of redemption. Here we 
perceive the, "righteousness offaith^^* which 
far exceeds the "righteousness of the law," 
They now delight to obey the king because 
they are under the influence of love. 

Here let the question be asked — are these 
three men to be let out of prison at the ap- 
pointed time because thej believe the promise, 
or love and obey the king ? They are not. 
Their redemption depended on the truth and 
fkithfulness of the kins's promise which he 
made to his son, and that promise would 
have been fulfiled, even if it had not been 
revealed to them till the day of their deliver- 
ance. They are not to be set free as a re- 
ward for their faiths love and obedience^ 
They have great peace and joy in believing 
that promise. They are in the happy enjoy- 
ment of a salvation by faith, and that is all 
the reward they deserve, or have reason to 
expect. We here perceive that these three 
men are made to establish the law of their 
kiniff by faith in the good news he sent them 
by nis son, which is to them a gospel. We 
now see the propriety of the apostle's Ian- 
ffuage— ^*We conclude that a man is justified 
by laith without the deeds of the law. Do 
we then make void the law through faith? 
God forbid; yea we establish tm law." 
We also perceive that these three men are 
not to be liberated from prison because they 
believe the promise, or love and obey the 
king. But on the contrary it is the King's 
love.and promise to them which sets thenoi 
free. 

Let us now notice the o|her three prison- 
ers. One says I do not believe that we AbA 
ever be released from prison. It is too §(H)4 
news to be true. Well, shall his imteltof 
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moke the Icing's promise of none effect? The 
king forbid; yea let the king be true, but that 
man a liar. But let it be remembered that 
he cannot be proved a liar unless he is liber- 
ated. Woula you now go and tell that man 
— -Air, becaiise you will not believe, you shall 
never come forth from firison? But do you 
not perceive that bv so doing you would 

five the king the lief It would be saying that 
b promise was good for nothing unless the 
man would believe It. It would he contend- 
ing that the unbelief of this prisoner will, 
make the king^s promise of none effect. 

The other two prisoners exclaim — ^we 
believe diis »eeond covenant, but it must bear 
some resemblance to the first which is con* 
ditional. We believe that we shall get out of 
this prison, if we continue to serve the king 
«s ve have heretofore, by keeping his com* 
mandments. — Here are two men trusting in 
ithe first covenant for deliverance. They are 
trusting in the law. They are depending on 
their own hve wndfinthfulness to the King 
fye redemption, and not on the king's love, 
jprwKMt and faUMuiness to them. Here 
then we see the righteousness of the law in 
those two prisoners; in another we see the 
<effect of unbelief; and in those three who 
remained disobedient under the first epveiuNi/, 
we see the righteousness which is of faith 
when ikej^ heard the glad tidings of re* 
^empctoft IB the^ second covenant. 

At leo|^ ^o ^7 ^^ their redemption 
dawns* They are ail brought to the know]«- 
«dge of the truth. Those three prisoners, 
who were saved by faith in the promise 
fduiing those two jeara of suspense, now 
find troir faith lost m certain^. Their sal- 
Tatioii hy fcdth has eome to an end. And so 
jhaa dM oabeinA condomnalion anddoiibtinga 
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of the other three prisoneirs. In one word-— 
the Miefand unbelief of the six are lost in 
knowledge, and they burst out in songs of 
deliverance. So yre perceive that a salva- 
tion by faith, and a condemnation in unbelief 
can last no lonffer than till we come to the 
knowledge of tne truth. 

Let us now apply this to the scriptures; 
Man sinned, and not only involved himself in 
guilt and misery, but was sentenced to that 
very death with which God threatened him-— 
*^Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou re-* 
turn." Here was the end of the first coven- 
ant, and the termination of all the miseries of 
life. It is evident from revelation as well as 
reason that man at death drops to a state of 
insensibility, and knows no more till he is 
made alive in Christ, who is himself the 
second covenant. The language of scripture 
is, the dead know not any thing — ^they sleep — 
and the apostle (in 1. Cor. xv. chap«) reasons 
that if there be no resurrection, then there 
will be no future existence — t^at they whicb 
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished-^that 
preaching was vain — faith was also vain^. 
and that the christians were yet in their sins. 
On sucli language as this, I can put no other 
construction than that the resurrection is our 
salvation and eternal life, our deliverance 
from sin and imperfection. Under the first 
covenant the resurrection in Christ was not 
revealed to the human family, and the^ re* 
mained of course under the sentence of con- 
demnation with no hopes of a future exis- 
tence. ''By the offence of one judgment 
earoe upon all men to condemnation." 
Obedience to the law was enforced by threat- 
nings on the one hand, and promises of tern*- 
poral rewards on the other, which were cowr* 
municated to the fathers by the prophetti. 
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ButGodlouiia these Idtter dtcyu spokei 
niito tts by his Son, and throaeh him revealed 
the second covenant in which he '^rare him 
the heathen for an inheritance, and the ut- 
termost fiarts of the earth for a possessnoa,'' 
and declared him to be the resurrection and 
life of the world. If in the divines counsels 
no Christ had been provided, the human 
family it appears wouM, have remained in 
eternal slumber. They would have known 
but one covenant, which would have rewar- 
ded and< punished them according to their 
de^s, and consigned xhem to the reffions of 
the dead. ''But since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the dead." 

Gknl saw fit to keep the human family for 
four thousand years utider the first covenant, 
without the knowledge of eternal life through 
the resurrection of the dead. But it was, at 
length, ''made manifest by the appearing of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished 
death, and brought life and immortality to 
Kght through the gospel." Yes, he first 
brought it to light, and through his apostle 
declared "In hope of eternal life which God 
that eannot lie promised before the world 
began, but hath in due dme manifested his 
word through preaching.*'* This promise of 
eternal lifb, all men are called upon to b^ 
Iteve. Themioment they believe, they are 
saved by faith, and are at peac6; and they 
that doubt are damned — they are alreadv un- 
der eondemnation. But shall their unbeli^ 
inake God'# promise of eternal lift of none 
efimct? God forUd; yea let God be true bttt 
every man a liar. "For lie' hath concluded 
them all in unbelief that he might have itier- 
cy upon all." 

We have now noticed the two eoi^nanfti— • 
the Um aad fsijpd^hii^e iK>iiited dut the dis* 
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tinetion between them— 4hown thit •!! een- 
diUfmi are confined to the law, and that the 
gospel is unconditional^ and justly requires 
our faith and confidence. We will now 
bring to view the eeripture doctrine of sal* 
yadon by faith, and show that divine truth 
must have an existence before we can be 
called upon to believe. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of Grod 
and is basied upon eternal and unchanging 
truth. Truth is one of the attributes of Je- 
hovah and the unshaken pillar that supports 
the throne of eternity. In. truth and right* 
eousness he governs the world, and by an 
omnipotent iarm wields the destiniee of. men. 
Truth is the sun of divine revelation pouring 
its beams on intelliffent creation and calling 
upon all . men to nelieve. If a roan asseet 
that which does exist, it is a truth; but if he 
assert that which does not exist, it is a false* 
hood. Whatever has an existence in the 
compass of reality is a truth to be believed, 
and whatever has no such existence is a 
falsehood not to be believed. It is beyond 
the power of ma|i to create one solitary divine 
truth. All that he can do is to declare the 
existence of that which may be hidden from 
others, or relate some circumstances respect- 
ins that which does absolutely ekist. An ab- 
solute truth must, therefore, be presented to 
the understandings of men before they can 
be called upon to belieye it, or before they 
can be called believer9 for embracing it, or 
uoheliev^i for rejecting it. No man can be 
an unbeliever for rejecting that which does 
not exist. 

We now commence plain argument by 
using great plainnesi^ of speech. In preach- 
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ truth must be 
the foundation. If then tMk must exist he- 
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fore moQ can be called upon to believe, the 
question arises what is t?Mt tnUh which the 
second eovetMnt reveals for the belief of man- 
kind? Answer, it is the record God hath 
E'ven of his Son. But what is the record f 
et John answer — "this is the record, God 
hath given us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son." It then follows that we are to be* 
lieve that God has ffiven us eternal life in his 
Son before the world began, and unchangea* 
biy promised it. Paul says — ^'*In hope of 
eternal life which God that cannot lie prom- 
ised before the world began." If we believe 
the record,we are in the scriptures recognized 
ad believers and are saved by faith, and will 
of course exhibit in our life and conversation 
the righteousness of faith. 

The great error of many who read the 
Bible, consists in supposing there is but 
one salvation. But there are two. The 
first is a special salvation by belief in the nro* 
mise, and the second is our eternal salva* 
tion beyond the grave, where we shall be 
brought to the knowledge of the truth invol- 
ved in the promise, and to know shall > be 
life eternal. Faith shall then be lost in cer- 
tainty. Now if we disbelieve the record will 
that make it false? No; our unbelief cannot 
alter the fact. Let the record then be pro- 
claimed to every creature — saving God has 
promised and ffiven you eternal li& in Christ 
before the world began, and calls upon all to 
believe it. But suppose they should ail re- 
ject it^ saying we do not believe one word of 
it, would their unbelief make the pt'omise or 
record false? No. Would not then the record 
prove true? It would. Then the whole 
world would, of course, receive that eternal 
life which is promised and given them in 
Christ. No, says the objector, they will not 
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believe. But can their unbelief make G«d^ 
promise of none effect? Can it put that truth 
out of existence and maj^e it a falsehood? 
.We would ask the objector, what wiH they 
not believe? Answer; they will not believe 
that God has given them eternal life in his 
Son. Veiy well, — then the whole amount of 
the objection is that God has ^ven them eter^ 
nal life in Christ, but they will not believe it, 
and because they will not believe it, they 
never shall obtain itt Then we must contend 
(if they never obtam it) that it was never 
given to them, and if not ffiven, then the re- 
cord is false; because the record declares 
that God has given them eternal lifb in hit 
Son. It then follows that their unbelief can 
make the faithfulness of God without efibct 
by rendering the word, he has given, false. 

But says the objector it ought to be stated 
conditionally as follows — God first calls up- 
on men to believe, and if they will believe, 
then Christ will become their Saviour, and 
then they will receive eternal life in him and 
not before. But does not the objector see 
that he has stated no fact for them to believe 
in order to make Christ their Saviour? I atk 
what does God call upon them to believe? 
There must be some truth presented before 
men can be called upon to believe. God 
calls upon men to believe, what.^ — ^That 
Christ is their Saviour? But you said he was 
not their Saviour till after they believed. It 
then follows, according to the objector's state- 
ment, that he is not the Saviour of un- 
believers. Now do you not perceive that if 
you should call upon them to believe that he 
was their Saviour, you would call upon them 
to' believe a lie ? — that you would call upon 
them to believe what did not exist? And 
what does not exbt eannot be true. Grant 
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■ayt tlie objector that he is the Saviour of the 
world, still as many as do not believe in him 
shall never be saved. But how can he be the 
Saviour of a man, he never saves? Two 
individuals are drowning in the water; vou 
exert all your power to save them, but fail. 
Can you call yourself the saviour of those 
two men from temporal death? Impossible. 
In order for Christ to be called the Saviour 
of the world, he must save the world; other* 
wise there is not a shadow of propriety in 

giving him that name. And John says ^*We 
ave seen and do testify that the Fatoer sent 
the Son to be the saviour of the world"-— 
*<We know, indeed, that this is the Messiah 
the Saviour of the world." 

In our next, we will conclude this subject, 
and trust we shall do it to the satisfaction of 
our readers. 



fllBRMOir TIX* 

For what if some did not belUve, $hall their 
unbelief make the faith of God fcithout effect7 
Obd forbid; yea let God be true, but every man 
a liar. Romans iii: 8^ 4. 

We now resume the argument in.refereoce 
to Cluript the Saviour of men,, as we proposed 
in our last. We here inauirei of the elector 
—do you then fi*ant that ne is the Saviour of 
all men — the Saviour of the world as the 
scriptures deelare? If so, we assure you that, 
he will save the number of whom he is de- 
clared to be the Saviour. But, replies the 
objector^ heia not the Saviour of any man 
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till he believes. We ask — till he believes 
what? Why, replies the objector, till he be- 
lieves that Christ is his Saviour— if he believes 
so, it will be se. Let us understand this — ^you 
say he is not the Saviour of an unbeliever, 
still he must believe that he is, and that- will 
make him so. Then he must first believe a lie 
and that will create a truth. This is (as Paul 
says^ '^turning the truth of God into a lie." 
But let us notice the record. ''This is the 
record, God hath given us eternal life, and 
tl^is life is in his Son." Do you grant, that 
God has given eternal life in Christ to every 
man? No, says the objector. Very well, 
then they cannot be called upon to believe it. 
Finally, says the objector, grant that he has. 
This being granted, we would ask, whether 
they will not come in possession of it, if 
God's promise stands? Cfertainly. But, re- 
plies the objector, it is not theirs, till they 
Delleve. Then the record is not true till they 
believe it; because, on this principle, they 
must first believe,that they have eternal life in 
Christ before it exists, and believing this lie 
will create it. 

But, replies the objector, it is impossible 
that any roan has eternal life given him in 
Christ, till he believes. We then ask, what 
truth do you wish him to believe, so that he 
may obtain this eternal life? The fact is, there 
is none. He must believe this truth, itself, 
because it is the record; but this, you have 
taken from him. You cannot call upon a 
man to believe, till you admit the existence 
of that very truth you wish him to believe. 
In order fully to expose the inconsistency of 
this conditional salvation, we will introduce 
an example. Suppose a father tell his ser- 
vant, I have a son in. London, nineteen years 
of age, who is io poverty and distress. I 



53 



have given him in my will five thousand dol- 
lars, and I promise that it shall be put into 
his possession in two years. It is recorded 
and that record is true. Go my servant, and 
proclaim to him these glad tidings of great 
joy, and call upon him to believe, so that he 
may enjoy a salvation by faith during those 
two years of suspense, and be made happy 
even amidst his wants by looking forward to 
the day when it shall be put into his posses- 
sion. 

The servant sets out on his mission, and 
honestly believes that he understands his 
errand. Being arrived, he addresses him as 
follows — Son, your father is very rich, and 
he has not willed you five thousand dollars, 
nor given it to you on record; and he never 
will, unless you yfiW Jlrst believe that he has. 
But, replies the son, according to your mes- 
sage, if I should believe that he has given me 
five thousand dollars, I should believe a lie. 
Let my father fii*st give the money, deposit 
it in some bank, send me evidence of the fact, 
and with joy I will believe him. Well replies 
the servant you are a disobedient, stubborn 
unbeliever! because, if you would only 
believe so, it would be so, and you would 
have the money in two years. 

You perceive (dear reader^ that this ser- 
vant has presented no truth for this son to 
believe. He wishes to give this son the im- 
pression that the obtaining of this fortune de- 
pends on his believing, and not on the testO' 
ment record, and faithfulness of his father. 
In fact, he denies the existence of the father's 
will, and the record, and requires the son to 
believe a Ue so as to create the truth. The 
servant does not understond his message, and 
the son does not know, on what certainty to 
rest for the money. 
4 
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In the same manner we are called upon to 
secure an interest — an eternal life in the 
Saviour. They will not admit its existence 
till we believe. Then belief must create it. 
But may we spend our last breath in convin- 
cing poor sinners that it is already secured 
in Christ for them, so that they may believe, 
and live by faith on the son of God. 

This father sends another messenger. He 
tells this son of the goodness of his father, 
and that he has willed him five thousand dol- 
lars, that the will is put on record, and that this 
fortune will be put into his possession in two 
years. The son does not believe it. Now 
ne is an unbeliever. But does his unbelief 
alter the truth of the will or of the record. No. 
The certainty, of his obtaining the money, 
rests on the faithfulncBS of his kind parent. 
This servant perseveres, uses convincing ar- 
guments, and the son at length believes the 
record, is saved by faith from all his miseries, 
and rejoices with joy unspeakable. But his 
believing does not make the record any more 
true than it was before he believed it. It 
simply alters his present condition by kind- 
ling in his bosom the joys arising from faith 
and anticipation. — ^We have now answered 
the objections that would naturally be brought 
forward by those who believe that our eternal 
salvation is predicated oh conditions. As 
works are not the requirements of the gospel 
only so far as they flow from faith in the 
\ truth, and as faith must precede works, 
I therefore, the truth of our eternal life in 
Y Christ, must exist previous to our believing. 
Consequently all conditions are excludedfrom 
the eospel covenant. 

We will now meet the objector on the doc- 
trine of election and reprobation, the sub- 
stance of which is as follows — After man feU, 



65 



God was pleased to provide a Saviour for a 
part of the human family. That elect num- 
Der he chose in Christ beibre the foundation 
of the world, gave them eternal life in him, 
and for them only he tasted death. The gos- 
pel is now to be preached to the whole world, 
and as long as they reject it, they are un- 
believers. But the elect shall sooner, or later, 
all be brought to believe 

We will examine the foundation on which 
this statement rests. To bring it clearly be- 
fore you, we will take an example. Suppose 
there is a congregation of one hundred per- 
sons. Fifty of them were elected to ever- 
lasting life before the foundation of the 
world — were secured by a fSaviour, and the 
rest were reprobated to endless wo. For 
them no Saviour was designed, and no eternal 
life ever has, or ever will be given them in 
him. Suppose a sermon is preached to those 
one hundred; and the fifty, who are elected, 
believe the record of their eternal life, are 
brought to the obedience of faith, while the 
other fifty remain unmoved. The preacher 
turns upon them and pronounces them un- 
believers. But in what sense are they un- 
believers? There has been no truth presen- 
ted to them, which they disbelieve. Must 
they believe that Christ is their Saviour, or 
that they have an eternal life in him? But 
they would in such case believe a lie. If 
they believed right the reverse of the elect, — 
beheved that God was their enemy and that 
Christ was not their Saviour, they would be 
believers. But if they believed what the fifty 
converts did, they would be unbelievers. We 
here repeat one premise laid down in our last 
discourse — viz. In order for any man to be 
styled a believer or wnheliever, there must first 
be presented some truth for him to embrace 
or reject. 
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Now either^Godhas given U0 eternal life 
in Christ before the world began, or he has 
not. If he has, then we are unbelievers if w© 
reject it. If he has not siven it, and should 
we still believe that he has, we would then 
believe a lie. But neither our belief , or un- 
belief can ever alter the fact. 

God has < 'chosen us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love; 
having predestinated us unto the adoption or 
children by Jesus Christ to himself according 
to the good pleasure of his will." • • » 
"Having made known unto us the mystery of 
his will according to his good pleasure which 
he hath purposed in himself; that in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times, he mi^ht 
gather together, in one, all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and which- are on 
earth, even in him." Some apply the above 
to the elect. But it embraces all thincs in 
heaven and earth, which are to be gathered 
together in Christ, and be new creatures. In 
addition to this We will introduce two more 
passages. "Who hath saved us, and called 
us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own purpose and 

?Tace which was given us in Chnst Jesus be- 
ore the world began." "In hope of eternal 
life, which God, that cannot lie, promised be- 
fore the world began." In these scriptures 
we are assured ^r«^, that God chose us in 
Christ, before the foundation of the world — 
secondi that he saved us according to his own 
purpose and grace before the world began, 
* and third that he promised eternal life before 
the world began. These things being em- 
braced in his original plan, and purpose, 
their performance is therefore certain as that 
the whole plan of God will be carried into 
execution. 
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There is, in my humble opinion, a strange 
inconsistency in the common doctrine. They 
eontend that on account of the transgression 
of our first parent, all mankind were fallen 
creatures, and even came into existence 
totally deprayed. To show the justice of 
God m this constitution of our nature, they 
contend that Adam was our covenant head, 
and had he maintained his orijeisal puri^, we 
should also have stood pen^ctin hohness, 
and no one would have had any reason to 
complain. Now since Adam has fallen, and 
involved us in ruin, it is equally just in God 
that we should share the fate of our covenant 
head in the one instance as in the other. But 
if we make use of this same argument in re- 
lation to Christ, the second Adam — ^ifwe 
contend that he was the covenant head of 
every man, that the covenant was not made 
for this, but for the future world — that this 
covenant of srace being made between the 
Father and me Son, was to stand independ- 
ent of man — ^that eternal life was promised 
and given us in him before the world began 
—that as ou^ covenant head, he resisted all 
temptations, and perfectly fulfiled the law-— 
that he died, and appeared alive beyond the 
tomb fVee from temptation, and in a holy and 
immortal constitution. If we contend for 
this, making use of their own arguments, 
saying that it is just as rational that we should 
appear in the image of Christ in the future 
world as that we should come into thi» 
world in the image of Adam, they will pro- 
nounce the argument so far as applicable to 
Adami, swmdlogie, but so far as this same 
argument of theirs is appUed by Uniyersalists 
to Christ, they pronounce lb perfect jargon. 

But, says the objector, there is one point 
you have not settled, and I will here rest the 
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vvholeof my argument upon it. It is this— 
God has in no instance promised eternal life 
to tmbelieven; and unless you can prove that 
the promise does extend to them, your argu- 
ments must fall like rottenness to the ground* 
We have certainly proved this, and to attend 
to the objector's request would but be, in some 
measure, going over the ground already oc- 
cupied. We will, however, just touch this 
pomt again* We will introduce the follow- 
ing words of Paul to Titus. ^'In hope of 
eternal life which God that cannot lie promise 
ed before the world began." 

If God promised his creatures eternal life 
before the world be^an, will they not obtain 
itP They will for this passage says that he 
eannot lie. But says the objector, he has 
not promised it to the unbeliever. We 
would then inquire, what is it that constitutes 
him an unbeliever? Why do you call him an 
ynbeliever7 Do you say because he dis- 
believes the truth of God's promise? Then 
you must, of course, admit the truth of God's 
promise to him. If so, it must ^tand, for 
God cannot lie. You cannot call upon a 
sinner to believe, until you admit the existence 
of that very truth, you wish him to believe, 
God's promise «f eternal life in Christ, is the 
gospel we are called upon to believe with a 
sincere heart. If you contend that it is 
promised to an elect number only, and not 
to the i*eprobates, then if they should all be 
brought to the knowledge of the ti'uth, what 
would they believe.^ Ans. The elect would 
believe the promise of eternal life was made 
to them, the reprobates would believe right 
the reverse of the elect, and all would be 
believers. No, says the objector, the rep- 
robates ought to believe just as the elect do. 
JBut in this case, they would believe that they 
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also had the promise of eternal life. This 
would be believing a lie, because you say 
God has not made them that promise. How 
would you preach to such persons^ If you 
called upon them to believe the truth of the 
gospel, which is eternal life, you woilld call 
tipoh them to believe a lie. How can you 
extricate yourself from this difficulty.^ But 
inquires the objector, how do you know that 
Grod has promised this eternal life to all? 
Ans. Because the scriptures do call all men 
either believers, or unoelievers, in view of the 
promise that God has made. Take away 
that promise, and belief or unbelief respect- 
ing It can no longer have an existence — 
Believers and unbelievers would be no more. 
But says the objector this is not proof that 
eternal life is promised to an unbeliever. 
Well, I am surprised at this assertion of my 
opponenit ! First, I ask, what do you call a 
believer? Ans. One, who believes that God 
has promised, and given him eternal life in 
Christ before the world began. Then of 
course an ur^elieoer must be one, to whom 
God has also promised and given eteinal life in 
Christ before the world began, but who will 
not believe it. But says the objector this 
cannot be. I would then ask whether 
eternal life was not {H^omised, and given in 
Christ to the believer before he believed it? 
Certainly. It must have been a truth before 
he could believe. Well, what was he at that 
time? An unbeliever of course. Then eternal 
is promised to all, because it is the lack of 
faith in that never^failing promise of Jehovah 
that constitutes an unbeliever. But says the 
objector — a man "must do so and so," or he 
cannot be saved. This is not correct; he 
must believe, or he cannot be saved. We 
are saved by faith in the promise, and are 
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permitted to look forward with satisfaction^ 
and joy to an immortal existence where we 
shall be free from sin, sorrow and pain. 
This faith and hope lill the soul with love to 
God, and induce us to break off our sins 
by righteousness. So a salvation by faith 
can only be enjoyed in this life, and is to end 
when faith and hope are lost in certainty and 
in joy. Though only few are saved by faith^ 
yet all shall knov^ the Lord from the greatest 
to the least, whom to know is life eternaL 



SERMON VIII. 

Je»U8 answered and said unto him, verily f, 
verily, I say unto thee, except a man he horn 
againy he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

J<^ ill. 3. 

As we have in the last three sermons dwelt 
particularly on a salvation by faith, we will 
take the liberty to introduce the subject of 
the new birth next in order, as it will be, more 
readily, retained by the reader, in this con- 
nexion than otherwise. Indeed, it bears a 
strong resemblance to them, so far as the sub^ 
ject of faith is concerned in our present ex- 
position. But whoever is a careful reader of 
the New Testament, will discover that the 
subject of faith, and the genuine repentance 
which that faith produces, is not of trivial 
monaent 

There is no suliject of divine revelation, on 
which more has been said, pre^hed and 
written tiian the one, which we axe now 
about to e^naider. (t ha? been hrov\ght for- 
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ward by men of talents and erudition as an 
insuperable barrier against Universal Salva- 
tion, and their several adherents have taken 
it for granted, that it can never be explained 
in harmony with the sentiment, that all men 
shall eventually obtain eternal life through 
the Redeemer of men. But these impressions 
have arisen from the fact, that they have taken 
their own views and explanations to be scrip- 
turally correct, and from these premises, they 
have drawn conclusions utterly opposed to 
the final holiness and happiness of God's in- 
telligent creation. They have supposed the 
new birth to be some mysterious change pro- 
duced by some mysterious operation of the 
divine spirit on the mind, and that it is in 
substance a miracle. 

One denomination ^as contended that if a 
man once obtained this change, he was safe, 
could never "finally fall from grace," but 
would eventually land in the kingdom of im- 
mortal glory. Several other denominations 
admit the new birth to be the same change 
already noticed, but contend that the subject 
may fall from grace, and be finally lost. Here 
then the man, who was, according to their 
views, born again, might still never see the 
kingdom of God beyond the grave. On this 
principle, the new birth would be no security, 
that any one would obtain heaven. Accor- 
ding to this sentiment, a man might be bom 
again, fall away, and be born again "until 
seven times," and in the end not see the 
kingdom of God. Those, who advocate this 
sentiment, believe that faith and repentance 
are prerequisites to the new birth, and also 
believe in the salvation of infants. 

This being so, it will come to pass that 
half of the world will be saved, inasmuch as 
about that number die in what may be, justly. 
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termed an infant state. But of those, who 
come to years of accountability, they 'believe 
but few will be saved. So the greater pro- 
portion of those, who will finally surround 
the throne of God, will be those, who have 
never been born again according to their 
views. It will not, I presume, be contended, 
that infants who, they believe, are totalljr de- 
praved, ever exercise faith, or experience 
the new birth in this life. 

From the above views, I shall ta\'e the 
liberty to dissent, and may probably dijfer 
some from the expositions given by others.u 
It is evident that Jesus Christ in his instruc- 
tions frequently brought forward some natural 
facts plainly understood by those whom he 
addressed, in order more clearly to illustrate 
his subject, and then made his illustrations 
so nearly resemble that natural fact, that no 
man could possible misunderstand him, unless 
he had been led into tradition by blind guides. 
In the context, he makes allusion to natural 
birth, of which every man knows the mean- 
ing, and says to Nicodemus, "that which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the spirit is spirit.'' 

Natural birth pre-supposes the perfect for- 
mation of the himian body by that secret 
energy of nature, God only can'cohiprehend. 
But Siat formation, itself, is not birth. Birth 
is that operation, that introduced ub into this 
world. %Ve are now flesh and blood, which 
cannot inherit the kingdom. What is born 
of the flesh is flesh. We must now be born 
again from mortal to immortality, otherwise 
we could not see the kingdom of Ood. 

Must not man be born of a woman in order 
to see this world? Can he look upon the 
beautiful objects of creation, or contemplate 
these countless wonders of the Almighty be- 
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fore he is born into being? He aanuoi. Ail 
without exception will admit, that it is im- 
possible for anv man to enter this natural 
'world, in which we live, without birth.' So 
it is equally impossible to enter the kingdom 
of God without being bora ogam in the 
strictest sense of the word. A man cannot 
**be bom again" ten,or twenty years, nor even 
ime day before he sees the kmgdom of God, 
any more than he could be born twenty days 
before he came forth out of the womb. As 
natural birth cannot take place any given 
time before we enter this world, but is the 
circumstance chat introduces us, so a second 
birth cannot take pface any ^iven time before 
we enter the kingdom of God in the next world 
but is the very wing, that shall introduce us 
into it; and the moment we are bom again, 
we shall see it,-^we shall be spirit, and be- 
yond the dominion of death and sin. He that 
18 bom of the flesh, is flesh, so long as he 
Mves; and he that is bom of the spirit %s spir- 
it. As we now '^bear the image of the earth- 
ly" through a natural birth, "so we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly" through » 
spiritual birth. And as no man in this world 
is a spurit, so no man has in reality passed 
the new birt(a> When we were bom into this 
world, we were brought from msensibillty to 
an existence entirely new. So in Arder to 
eater the kingdom of Ood, which is not o£ 
this world, we must be bom again from the 
insMisibility of death into a new and happy 
existence beyond the grave. 

The question now an^es^ when does this 
new birth take plftee? We reply when this 
mortal puts on immortality through a resur- 
rection. When we shall be azouaod frcuii the 
«leep of deftth to a j^e^pient existenee in 
heaven— when we shall awake satisAed with 
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the likeness of God. Paul, in the xv. chap. 
1. Cor. plainly states that the spiritual boay 
is prepared and put on after death. Biiih 
then mnat follovKi not precede that spiritual 
body. It is impossible that birth should take 
place, till the body is first prepared. Man's 
natural body is organized in the womb, and 
then bora into this world. He drops to a 
state of insensibility in death, a reorganis^a- 
tion of the spiritual body takes place to the 
natural eye imperceptible, and its nature in^ 
destructible. It is gradually brought forward 
through a resurrection similar to the grain of 
wheat to which Paul compares it, is awakened 
to a conscious existence, and bears the image 
of the heavenly as it once bore the image 
of the earthy. The resurrection is therefore 
every moment progressing, and every man 
is raised in his- own order of time. 

But says the reader, if the resurrection be 
the new birth, then Christ, himself must 
have been born again, in order to enter the 
kingdom of God! Certainly. But inquires 
the I'eader, where do the scriptures teach that 
Christ was ever born again ^ In Colossians 
chap, i* 15. iare these words — "Who [Christ] 
is the image of the invisible God, the first 
6omof every creature." This cannot mean 
that he was the first born into this state of 
existence; but he was the first one whom 
human eyes ever saw alive beyond the des- 
truction of death to die no more, and the 
only one that mortal eye will ever see, for he 
arose in his natural body, (being the only 
true witness, appointed of God,) to bring life 
and immortality to light through the gospeL 

But that passage, says the reader, does not 
satisfy me, that Christ was born again. Then 
listen once more — averse IS — "who is the be- 
ginning, the j^5l 6om from the dead that ia 
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ftl^tllinffs lie might have the pre-eminence.^ 
Rev. chap. i. 5. ''Jesus Christ the faithful 
witness, and the first begotten from the dead.'' 
Here it is plainly stated that he is the first 
bom from the dead" — 'Hhe first begotten from 
the dead." These scriptures in connexion 
with several others, that might be quoted, 
prove that Christ was bom again, and that 
the resurrection is called birth. 

it is evident that man falls to a state of in* 
sensibility in death, and remains in sleep 
while the spiritual body is forming out of 
those subtle materials, that at death pass into 
hades i and when the reorganization is com- 

Sleted, the new being is born into the king- 
om of immortal glory. A drowning man, 
we know, falls to a state of unconsciousness. 
Fainting — ^yes, even a night's sleep proves 
that the mind is susceptible of falling into 
insensibility, or suspending its mental opera- 
tions, and disproves the notion of its entering 
a future state, only through a resurrection of 
the dead. This fact is not only substantiated 
by reason^ but it is the doctrine of Revelation. 
The wise man says, *'the dead know not any 
thing." Paul, in the xv. chap. 1. Cor. pre- 
dicates the truth of our resurrection on the 
fact that Christ rose from the dead; and on 
this ground he reasons, that if there be no 
resurrection, then preaching is vain, faith is 
also vain, the christians were yet in their 
sins, and they that were fallen asleep in 
Christ were perished, and concludes by say- 
ing, "let us eat, drink, for tomorrow we die." 
Suppose a christian should this moment die, 
and, according to common opinion, enter 
immediately on an immortal existence. 
Could we now say — if there be no resurrec* 
tion, he is fallen asleep in Christ and perish- 
ed? No, because, instead of being perished. 
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t. e. tmmkilated, he would remain in iutinite 
happiness and glory, even if there should^ 
never, be any resurrection. So you perceive 
that Paul did not believe any one could enter 
eternity only through a resun-ection. He 
believed, they would fall asleep in Christ, and 
in that sleep remain till in Christ they were 
made alive. He embraces the whole in the 
following words — "Since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead." 

When the sentence of death was pronoun- 
ced upon Adam, which was to pass upon all 
men, the promise of a Saviour then made, 
was, it appears, not understood. Their pos- 
teri^ looked forward for a temporal kmg, 
and had no idea of an immortal existence be- 
yond the "narrow house." Death the king 
of terrors, was not yet disarmed of his sting 
by the resurrection of our triumphant Re- 
deemer. This truth was not yet revealed to 
men. Here the human family were without 
hc^e, and trembling at the darkness — ^the 
seven fold darkness of the tomb. No ray of 
light and joy beamed from that cheerless 
mansion te ease the achinff heart, or dispel 
that melancholy gloom, which pervaded the 
parental^boBom when gazing for the last time 
upon tiie struggles of a dying child. 

Hero was a world bom into existence un- 
der the certain sentence of death, and groan- 
ing in the bondage of corruption, without any 
hope of being delivered irom it, by an im- 
mortal birth, ^into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God." In this period of anxiety 
and distress, the glad tidings were proclain.ed 
to the shepherds on the plains of Judea, an- 
nouncing the birth of the Saviour of the 
world. A new birth, which is not mentioned 
ip the old Testament, was at length pro- 
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claimed by a Saviour in the hew. He died 
on the cross, and was "the first born from 
the dead." 

He is the head of every man, by the grace 
of God tasted death for eveiy m£m, and rose 
again for their justification. The scriptures 
declare that "we shall be saved by his life" — 
that he is "the bread of God that cometh 
down from heaven and giveth life to the 
world." He is our way, our truth and life, 
and "because he lives we shall live also." 
"As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive," or born from the dead. 
And he that is made alive in Christ is a new 
creature, old things are passed away — all 
things are become new. 

But, says the reader, though the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus is set forth by a birth from 
death, yet the resurrection of the human 
family is never so represented. You mistake. 
Out of the many passages that might be ad- 
duced, we have room, in this discourse, for 
only one. It shall, however, be satisfactory. 
In Romans, 8th chapter, Paul says, " Be- 
cause the creature itself also^ shall be deliv- 
ered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God; for 
we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now." 
[We would remark, that the word ereaturCi 
is ktisisi in the Greek, and is the same that is 
rendered creation in the next verse.] In this 
quotation, you perceive, that Paul represents 
the whole creation as groaaing in travail 
pains, and declares that the whole creation 
shall be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption into the glorious liberty of the sons 
of God. He compares them to a woman in 
pain ready for delivery; and that they are 
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delivered from corruption tp incorruption at 
the resurrection is cert&in. [See 1 Cor. 
XV : 42.] 

You now understand what I mean by the 
new birth. It is to pass from death to life 
and immortality, in Christ, beyond the grave, 
where flesh and blood can never enter. For 
that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the spirit is spirit. 

We have now pointed out the new birth, 
and shown that it bears some resemblance to 
the natural birth, with which Jesus compared 
it.^ And how truly sublime and cheering the 
bought, that the great family of man, who 
are all born into existence under the certain 
sentence of death, are to receive a second 
birth into an existence entirely new, and the 
whole of his dying family are to be made 
the children of Jesus Christ by adoption. 

In our next, we shall notice the cnan^e we 
experience in this life, called in scripture 
the new birth, and explain the tenn, " king- 
dom of God." 
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SERMON IX. 

JeBU9 answered and said unto him, verily , 
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be bom 
ag(un, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

John iii. 3. 

In our last, we have shown, that the spir- 
«<ifa2birth bears some resemblance to a nat- 
ural birth with which Jesus compared it — and 
as the first introduces us into this world,so the 
«econa will introduce us into the future and 
immortal world at the resurrection, where we 
shall be as the angels of God in heaven, and 
^'be the children of God being the children of 
the resurrection,'^ There we shall be com- 
pletely free from sin and pain. There the 
gushing tear of sorrow shall cease to flow, 
and the brow of disconsolate humanity be 
ruffled no more. 

We will now attend to the present effects 
that the truth of this birth has upon us here, 
and notice at the same the phrase, '^kingdom 
of God.'' 

The question now arises; do not some ex- 

Ssrience the new birth -in this life? They do. 
ut in what sense do they experience it? 
Ans. hj faith, in this world we pass from 
death to life : not that we have actually been 
in the grave and brought to life beyond it; 
but the believer experiences this by faith. 
And this faith has a mostpowerful and happi- 
fy'mg influence on his af^ctions, and conse- 
qnently on his life and conduct. All, that 
God has revealed for the salvation of the 
world— our iustiflcation, our sanctification, 
our new birth, our heaven, our all — yes, all 
these important and heavenly changes are sum- 
med up,and emlnrac^d in our immortal resur- 
rection, and will actually take place through 
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death; and while in this world we eati 
emhrsice them, orUy by faith. ' . 

The scriptures declare that "we walk bv 
faith and not by sight." Paul says, ''the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of <7od, who loved me, and 

gave himself forme." Paul knew that he 
ad eternal life given him in Christ, before 
the world began, and faith in that glorious 
truth produced a happiness — a divine life in 
his heart, called the kingdom of God within. 
Let us notice these several points. 1. 
First; ^'Christrose again for our justification." 
Our justification then exists in our resurrec- 
tion state, and will t?iere in all its reality take 
place. But cannot a man be justified here? 
xes; he can be justified throughfaith in that 
truth. 2. Second; "By the which will, we 
are sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all." Our sanctin- 
cation then, by the will of God, will take 
place through death. But cannot a man be 
sanctified while here? Yes; he can he sancti- 
fied through faith in that truth! S. Third; 
Christ was "p)it to death in the fiesh, but 
quickened by the spirit." So in his resur- 
rection he passed from death to life, and thus 
revealed the truth that we shall also pass 
from death to life by the power of God, and 
be IUlo him who is the "first fruits." But 
cannot a man pass from death to life while 
on earth .^ Yes; he can pass from death to 
life throughfaith in that truth. Jesus says — 
**He thatneareth my word and believeth on 
him that sent me hath everlasting life and 
shall not come into condemnation but is pas- 
sed from death unto life." 4. Fourth: our 
eternal life will be realized beyond deaths 
''The things that are not seen are spiritual and 
eternal." But can w^ not enjoy it here? 
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Yes; «'He that belie veth on the Son hath 
everlasting life;"— that is, he enjoys it by 
faith. 5. Fifth; Christ was the "first born 
from the dead." So we also shall pass the 
reality of the new birth by faith, ^ut can 
we not enjoy it here ^ John says — "For what- 
soever is born of God overcometh the world, 
and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world even ourfaith^*^ 

Thus it is evident that a man may iu this 
life he justified, sanctified, pass from death 
to life, may enjoy eternal life, and he horn 
again through faith in these several (^orrespon' 
dent facts. His faith, however, can make 
them no more eertain\ because they must 
exists and be solemn and unalterable facts 
before he can be called upon to believe them. 
The truth of the aho^e five facts, we perceive, 
are embraced in our resurrection. If we are 
not, in our resurrection, to he justified, sane-' 
t^fied, horn again, aud obtani eternal life, 
then we cannot he justified, sanctified or horn 
again here through faith in those truths; — 
because there would be no such truths in yex-. 
istence for us to exercise faith in. If the ob- 
jector will not allow these facts unalterably 
to exist previous to believing, what then will , 
he call upon us to believe? Will he call upon 
us to believe that we have an eternal life in 
Christ when no such fact exists, and contend 
that our believing this lie will create the fact? 
This would be the most ridiculous absurdity. 

But the truth exists, and the believer by 
faith enjoys it before hand. He enjoys it by 
anticipation, not in reality. It can be brought 
to his understanding or experience no other 
way, only through the gospel niediuin of 
faith. I challenge the objector to show me 
between the lids of the New Testament, any 
regeneration, new birth, justification, or sane- 
5 
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tification, that has already taken place in any 
other Bense than through faith. All these 
things in their reality are to take place in o\ir 
resurrection, when we shall be like the angels 
of God, and by faith we bring them present 
to our minds and enjoy them here. Dr. 
Watts Tsays — "Faith brings distant pros- 
pects home, Of things a thousand years ago. 
Or thousand years to come." Paul, there- 
fore, exhorts us to forget the things that are 
behind, and reach forward to those that are 
before — ^to press to the mark &c. because 
the reality — ^the object of our faith lies be- 
^fore us. But persons, who do not under- 
stand the operations of faith ^on the mind in 
view of its correspondent truth, and who 
honestly believe that the new birth has in 
reality already taken place with them, are 
always looking back to the time they were 
bom again, and telling over their "old ex- 
periences." Now this is right in them, if 
they have passed through the reality; for 
every man ought to look to the substance in 
which he exercises faith and hope. But 
certainly the scriptures exhort us to look for- 
ward, and anchor our faith und hope within 
the vail, where our forerunner hath for us 
entered. It is therefore certain that the 
reality exists there, and is yet to come. Such 
persons then, in looking back to their ex- 
perience, are mistaking the birth produced by 
faith for the real birth itself. This is just as 
unreasonable as it would be to suppose that 
the foretaste, we sometimes enjoy of immor- 
tal life, was that life itself. It is true we at 
times enjoy a heaven on earth. But as it 
respects the kingdom of immortal glory, "eye 
hath not seen, ear heard^ neither hath it en- 
tered into the heart of man to conceive the 
glory that shall be revealed in us." The re- 
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ality is therefore yet to come, and by faith we 
receive only an antepast of its joys. 

From the above observation we infer that, 
the resurrection is the only gospel faith and 
hope of a future, happy conscious state of 
bein^. When our minds are enlightened to 
see tne mighty changes, that we mortals are 
represented, in the scriptures of truth, as des^ 
tined to experience by being raised in a holy 
and deathless constitution, we are then led to 
consider the resurrection of embracing all 
those realities that we are called upon by 
Jesus Christ and his apostles to embrace by 
faith and enjoy in this life. So great and 
Bublime is the sift of God, and so far sur- 
passing thought does it magnify the per- 
fections of the divine character, and in so 
amiable a light does it manifest his love to the 
children of men, that a living faith in its re- 
ality cannot but obtain a salutary influence 
on our life and conversation. So much stress 
did the apostles lay upon its importance, that 
they went every where preaching the resur- 
rection of the dead, as the gospel of Christ. 

There is one point we will here notice. 
AH denominations acknowledge that for any 
man by faith to pass from death to life is a 
change for the better. If so, then the reality y 
namely to pass from the sleep of death to an 
immortal existence, must be a chanse for the 
better. Because it is by believing that future 
reality we are said to have passed from death 
to life here. The conclusion is unavoidable 
that the reality must correspond with its 
antepast by faith. To understand this let us 
reverse it. Suppose it should be an establish- 
ed law in the nature and constitution of things 
that all mankind should pass 'from death to 
immortal misery in the ftiture world. Let 
this be revealed and proclaimed as an un- 
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chaogiDg truth. Ab many as believed it 
would of course pass from death to immortal 
misery in faith, which would lead them to 
turse the being who made them, and destined 
them to thb unhappy end. It would be a 
change for the worse. 

Our subject is now so far plain ^according 
to our views) that the phrase ^^ kingdom ^ 
God^* will be readily understood, though 
it has, by different writers, been made t* 
bear many different significations, yet we 
shall take the liberty to contend that it simply 
means as follows — 1. First an immortal ex- 
istence beyopd the grave brought to light by 
the resurrection of Christ; — ^and 8 — Second 
a belief in that reality is the kingdom of God 
we here enter and enjoy hy faith. Into this 
kingdom, infants, idiots and heathen and un- 
believers do not enter, because faith is the 
only condition. This is the kingdom of hea- 
ven that men, blind leaders of the blind, shut 
up. They neither enter themselves, nor suf- 
fer those that would enter to go in. They 
keep the evidence of the reality out of sight 
BO that men cannot look beyond the vail to its 
brighter glories and enjoy its peaceful reign 
in their hiearts by faith. When faith is 
lost in certainty, then this kingdom will be 
delivered up, and to know shall be life eter- 
nal. This difinition we believe will hold 
good, and apply to any passage in^ the New 
Testament where it may occui*. Though 
some contend that it very seldom has refer- 
ence to an immortal existence, yet we stren- 
uously contend that there is no propriety in 
the phrase only in connexion with such an 
existence. We cannot enter, or be born 
into the kingdom of God by faith, uuless we 
admit the reality in the first place to have an 
existence, any more than we could, by faith. 
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enjdy eternal life unless there is such a re- 
ality as eternal life beyond the grave. The 
above, the reader will please to fix in his 
mind. 

We now perceive that man drops into the 
sleep of death, and that the resurrection, or 
new birth is his only hope of a future happy 
state of existence, and is the only change 
that can free him from imperfection, and sin, 
and make him a new creature in a new and 
immortal existence beyond the grave. 

We will here introduce an example to 
make our argument so far plain. Suppose 
you were now in ignorance respecting the 
doctrine of life and immortality through a 
resurrection. You know you must die, and 
sincerely think that death will terminate your 
existence forever. You see your children one 
afler another laid upon their dying bed, and 
with distraction shake the farewell hand of 
eternal separation, and with the most solemn 
melancholy and wo, look forward to the pe- 
riod when you must follow them down to the 
chambers of eternal silence, and cease to be. 

In this moment of dread solemnity and 
gloom, suppose some kind angel should ap- 
pear at the bed-side of your expiring child, 
and kindly inquire, why are you troubled ? 
You answer, because my children have fal- 
len ! — ^the last of my infant train lies panting 
for breath, and the dreadful hour has come 
when all those silken affections, that bind our 
hearts in love, must be rent assunder, and in 
the awful bosom of death, be extinguished 
forever !— Suppose your euardian angel smil- 
ing over the ruins of death, should point you 
far beyond these changing scenes, and with 
rapture exclaim, you shall meet this darling 
child aeain and commingle with your little 
fallen nock in glory! You and they and all 
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mankind shall be born from the dead into the 
kingdom of God, and be new creatures free 
from sin and pain, and ''be the children of 
God being the children of the resurrection." 
Jesus your Lord "wasthe fii'st born from the 
dead," and you shall pass from death to life 
and live forever. 

Now suppose you positively believed his 
words; could you not say in the scripture 
form of the expression that through faith you 
was already 'passed from death to life' ? — that 
you was born of faith, and by faith was in 
the kingdom of God? You certainly could, 
and it would in every sense of the word be 
true. Through faith, you would be justified, 
through faith sanctified; through faith you 
would enjoy eternal life — in fine, through 
faith you would be saved. This faith would 
give love unmeasured to your Creator, and 
fill your soul with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory, "Faith works by love, purifies the 
heart and overcomes the world." 

Reader, do you not love the Lord for his 
wonderful goodness to his children ? What 
glorious hopes are here ! "and he that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself even as he 
is pure" — ^you now see why the gospel rings 
with the word faith from one end to the 
other. 

fhe world previous to the coming of Jesus 
Christ had no knowledge of immortality 
through a resurrection, into the kingdom of 
God. The phrase "6om ag-atn" is not men- 
tioned in the Old Testament, and of course 
means something more than conversion. This 
subject will be continued in our next. 
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SrERMOX X. 

" Jtaus answered and said unto himy Verily , 
Vt,rily J say unto thee, except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,** 

John iii: 3. 

The literal rendering of this passage seems 

to be— " except a man be born above. The 

word above being substituted for again more 

^ forcibly demonstrates the correctness of my 

views in the two former discourses. 

Many charge the Universalists with deny* 
iBg the necessity of a new birth, or regene* 
ration. But take from me my faith and 
hope in that glorious truth, and I must at that 
moment resign the salvation of every human 
being. Convince me that not another child 
will be born into this world, and you will at 
once convince me that this world will shortly 
be destitute of a solitary inhabitant. Con- 
vince me that a man will not be born again, 
and you will not only convince me that no 
one will ever enter the kingdom of God^ but 
that the many worlds, that have already 
passed from the stage of mortal being, and 
those that shall hereafter follow, will alike 
be consigned to eternal silence! Endless 
misery is out of the question. That could 
have had no existence even had there been 
no resurrection in Him who is the life of the 
world; but death would have terminated the 
existence of all. Such a punishment is not » 
threatened in all the writings of Moses and 
the prophets. And we cannot reasonably 
suppose, if such were a principal truth in 
revelation, that God would suffer four thou- 
sand years to elapse without warning his 
creatures of such an awful doom. Upon 
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our fo'st parents, for transgre^smg the law, 
he pronounced all the miseries of life, and 
uttered the closing sentence, " Dust thou ait 
and unto dust shalt thou return." Here the 
doctrine of endless misery (if that be the 
sentence of the violated law) ought to have 
been cleatly stated to the "covenant head" 
of our race, so that the same sentence might 
pass upon all that have sinned, unless they 
complied with the conditions set before them. 

But we leave this point, and will notice the 
5th verse which may, perhaps, be considered 
as an objection to my views, and urged as 
proof that the new bir^h is wholly confined 
to this life. "Except a man be born of 
water, and of the spirit," Slc. What is hei*e 
meant by "loater"? Ans. baptism by im- 
mersion. This, instead of being an objec- 
tion to my views, will strengthen them. 
Baptism in water is nothing more than a ftg" 
ure of our death and resurreption , by wnich 
we manifest our faith in the resurrection of 
the dead, by which faith our hearts are bap- 
tized into the spirit and truth of the gospel 
of Christ. 

Paul says, 1 Cor. xv : 29 " Else what shall 
they do, whiph are baptized for the dead, if 
the dead rise not at all ? why are they then 
baptized for the dead?" Baptism being only 
a figure of our death and resurrection, is 
perhaps, in a gospel sense, of but little con- 
sequence to christians in the present day. 

Christ went to John and was baptized of 
him in Jordan. His being put under "water 
signified his death, when the condemning 
power of the law under the first dispensation 
should lose its force — and his being raised 
out of the water signified his resurrection 
from the cold Jordan of death to immortal 
life in the kingdom of God, where the victo- 



79 



fv shall be suiig over death and ain; and over 
the law which "is the strength of sin." 
Having passed in figure through his ovirn 
death and resurrection, and having manifest* 
ed to man that he was baptized by the Holy 
Spirit into the faith and " powers of the 
world to come," he perfectly lived up to his 
obligation, by never committing one sin. He 
went through life free from transgression as 
though he were already in eternity. When 
his crucifixion hour approached, he said, 
[Luke xii: 50,] "I have a baptism to be bap- 
tized with, And how am I straitened" [Greek 
-gained} " till it be accomplished." Here 
he had reference to his being buried in deaths 
(which was to be attended with exti*eme 
sufferings) and rising again from it, which 
would be the reality of which his baptism 
jn Jordan was but a figure. 

To be put under water signifies our death, 
and to be raised out again signifies our res- 
urreetion, A person, who is baptized, ought 
therefore, to endeavor, as much as in him 
lies, to live as though he were already in his 
resurrection state. Enjoying in faith the 
baptism of the "Holy Spiiit and of fire," he 
ought to consider himself as dead to the world 
and alive to God walking in newness of life. 

Let us introduce Rom. vi*8, 4. "Know 
ye not that so many of us as were baptized in- 
to Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death i 
"Therefore we are buried with him by bap- 
tism into death; that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of 
life." Here we perceive they were baptized 
into hi8 death, and were rejoicing in hope of 
the reaurreetioTiy havins their hearts purified 

^faith in the reality, Acts xxii : 1 6 And now 
why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized^ 
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and wash nway thy sins, &rC ' Now, it is not 
only a scripture doctrine, but all denomina- 
tions acknowledge, that baptism in water is 
an emblem of the washing away of our sins. 
We then ask — are our sins to be washed in a 
stream of water? No. Where then? The? 
objector says, our sins are taken away in this 
life by the baptism of the "Holy Spirit and 
with fire." This cannot be; because, Paul 
told the believers that if there were no res- 
urrection, their faith was vain, and they were 
yet in their sinn, [See 1. Cor. xv. 17.] This 
proves that believers receive th e forgiveness 
of their sins in this life by faith only, not in 
reality. 

The question returns, are our sins washed 
away in a stream of water? No. Where 
then? Ans. Through death and the resur- 
rection, for that is the real baptism. Xnd it 
is certain that the reality must embrace all 
that the figure in water teaches. We then 
solemnly ask the reader — ^if baptism in water 
is A^figure of our death and resurrection, and 
if that loater baptism signifies the washing a- 
way of our sins, will not then our sins be 
'washed away through death and the resur- 
rection? Yes; otherwise the figure in water 
has no meaning. 

Thus we perceive that being born of the 
water is no objection to our views of the new 
birth, but affords them an pnshaken support. 
If any one contend that the sins of our race 
are not to be taken away through death, we 
' would then ask, where will the christian's 
sins be washed away ? The scriptures declare 
that there is not a just man upon earth that 
doeth good and sinneth not, — ^and if there is 
no change through death then there will not 
be a just man beyond the grave that doeth 
good and sinneth not. But the baptism "with 
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the Holy Spirit and with fire" in all its sol- 
emn and interesting reality will take place in 
death and the resurrection, and to exercrse a 
living faith in that truth, so^ as to influence 
our life amd conduct according to the spirit of 
the gospel, is what the scripture? term being 
baptized with the spirit and with fire in this 
life. But this present enjoyment is not the 
reality, but an antepast of that reality ; be- 
cause "we walk by faith and not by sight." 
It is immaterial whether the scripture speaks 
of pardon, ofjustijicationi of sanctijlcation, of 
redemption, of regeneration, or baptism "with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire," it simply 
means that those facts in the divine counsels 
unchangeably exist, and will burst upon the 
whole groaning creation in th6 resurrection 
world, while the believer only enjoys them in 
this state of being through faith, which bap- 
tizes him into the spirit of Christ. But if 
there be no- resurrectron, and nought is pre- 
sented to our anticipation but the dreary 
prospect of a beamless eternity, then 
**preaching is vain," "faith is also vain," 
"christians are yet in their sins," "and they 
that are fallen asleep in Christ are perished." 
The taking away the sin of the world by 
the Lamb of God, who is the resurrection and 
the life, is through deaths Through death, 
to our faith and hope, he has destroyed "him 
who hath the power of death, that is the dev- 
il." The washing away of all sin, by the 
power of God, is through death and the res- 
urrection. Then and not till fAen shall the 
song of triumph be sung by redeemed mil- 
lions — "0 death! where is thy sting? O 
grave ? where is thy victory ? The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength ofsmisthe 
law", &c. 
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All the figures of baptism point to death — 
all the sacrifices for sin, slain under the law 
for 4000 years, point to death, declaring that 
without the sheading of blood there is no re- 
mission. There the reality lies. There we 
are called upon to anchor our faith and hope 
even within the veil. And it must be a cer- 
tain truth that our sins are to be washed 
away through the Jordan of death, before we 
can be called upon to believe it. It must be 
a certain reality that sin is there to be purged 
away, before we could, with any jwopriety, 
use baptism in water as a shadow of it j be- 
cause the shadow cannot create the suhitanee. 

We have now shown that as man is 
naturallv born into this world, so he shall be 
spiritually born into the kingdom of God We 
have shown by comparison that except a man 
be born of a woman, he cannot see this 
world; and as this does not mean that he 
must be born twenty days before he comes 
forth from the womb, as a preparation for 
entering this world, so the expression, ^'ex- 
cept a man be born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God," does not mean that he 
must be born twenty days before death as a 
preparation for entering a future existence. 
The new birth, no more means a reality that 
is to transpire here, than natural birth means 
some change we underwent prior to our being 
brought forth into life. 

I believe in all the reformation or new 
birth here that others do, and believe in much 
more to come. That change here, which 
they call the new birth, I call the new birth 
in faith, or being born of faith, while the 
solemn reality is yet to transpire, and that is 
to be born from the dead in Christ our head. 
These facts we will now make plain to eveiy 
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reader by the following example, so that our 
views on this subject nnay not be n^isrepre- 
sented. 

Suppose that before we were born, we had 
been able to conceive ideas. And suppose 
it had been spoken to us by the Son of God — 
except your are born of the flesh, you cannot 
see the natural world, which is most beauti- 
ful to behold, having sun, moon, and stars, 
and songsters, fields and groves. It has never 
entered your heart to conceive the glory to 
be revealed in you. Now suppose some of 
us had believed this revelation, we would, 
that moment, have been born of faith, and re- 
joiced in hope of the glory to be revea-led in 
us; and by faith have looked forward to the 
reality. This, however, would not have 
made our birth any more certain, because it 
must have been an absolute truth before we 
could have, with any propriety, believed it. 
Suppose, further, that some of us had rejec- 
ted it; would this circumstance have preven- 
ted our being born ? Certainly not. All of 
us, who believed, would have been born of 
faith, having an earnest of the reality, and 
the unbelievers would have come short of 
that enjoyment by faith; but their unbelief 
conld ill no sense make the truth of none ef- 
fect. The moment we were born, belief and 
unbelief would be lost in certainty. 

Now suppose that some of us had said — 
the Son of God has declared "except we are 
born of the flesh, we cannot see the natural 
world." This must mean some great change 
we are to experience in the womb — ^we must 
be born some number of days before we en- 
ter the natural world, as a preparation, other- 
wise we can never see it. 

We now ask the reader, whether it would 
not be folly to give to the word hirtk such an 
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explanation ? The conclusion is unavoidable. 
Vfe then ask, whether it does not involve the 
same folly to contend, in view of our text, 
[^'except a man be bom again, he cannot en- 
ter into the kingdom of God") that it means, 
he must be born again in this world, as a 
preparation for another? It certainly does. 

We once more repeat it — that as natural 
birth was the iiery thing that introduced us 
all into thU world of imperfection, sorrow 
and pain; so the spiritual birth will be the 
very things that shall introduce us all into 
unothcTy where imperfection, sorrow and pain 
shall be no more. 
The poor heathen, and infants, and all, 
I will therefore be born again into the kingdom 
\ of God, and "be equal unto the angels, &e no 
I more, and bethe cnildren of God, being the 
children of the resurrection.^^ The only ad- 
vantage we enjoy above them is, that we have 
heard the good news, believed it, are "born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor- 
ruptible, by the word af God which liveth 
and abideth forever," and " have entered in- 
to rest." We are rejoicinj^ in hope of the 
glory of God to be revealed m us, while they 
are grouping in darkness, inasmuch, as :ihey 
cannot believe in him of whom they have;not 
heard. 

In out next, we shall close this subject by 
urging the importance of the new birth 
through faith in the truth. 
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SERMOX XI. 

''* Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily y 
verily I say unto thee, except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.** 

John iii: 3. 

In our last three discourses we have en- 
deavoured to lay our views of the new birth 
thus far plainly before the reader, and wish 
him to bear in mind that the three sesmons, 
preceding those on the new birth, are also 
to be read, and carefully kept in view, so 
that, from the whole connexion, the gospel 
doctrine of salvation hy faith may be made 
clear to his understanding. We have dwelt 
so long, an-l laid so much stress upon faith, 
because it is the^r^^ christian grace, we are 
exhorted to put on, and is the^r^^ assent of 
the mind to the great and interesting truth 
revealed in the gospel of Jesus Christ, which 
is life and immortality for the human family. 

We have shown that the new birth has a 
higher signification than simply to be con- 
verted from the evil of our doings, as was re- 
quired under the first dispensation. The 
new birth, so far as it concerns the present 
existence, embraces not only eonversiont but 
the whole spiritual life of the Christianas soul, 
denominated the kingdom of heaven within. 
This mental felicity^— this "weight of glory,." 
cannot be enjoyed, but by the exercise of a 
living faith in Christ. Such a faith begets a 
sincere obedience in our life and conversation. 
It is a faith **that works by love, purifies the 
heart and overcomes the world." The great 
ajjnstlo to the Gentiles exclaims — "the life 
that I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and 
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ffave himself for me." We therefore "walk 
hjfaithy not by ««g>Af." 

We have shown that Christ was the ^^firtt 
horn from the dead" to show li^ht to the peo- 
ple and to the Gentiles, and. that the wnole 
creation is groaning in travail-pains, and 
that it shall he delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God, aild that we shall then be 
as the angels of God in heaven. We have 
shown that all mankind — ^infants, idiots and 
heathen, shall be brought to realize this birth, 
and that the believer, only, can enjoy it in 
this state of existence through faith in the 
truth, and that this /at<A has a most powerful 
influence on his life and conversation, "being 
born of incorruptible seed by the word of 
God that liveth and abideth forever.'' We 
have shown that neither this birth, nor any 
of the spiritual changes, can be experienced 
in this life only through faith in their cor- 
respondent truths, even as they are revealed 
to us in the gospel of Christ. We have 
shown that by the phrase, "kingdom of hea- 
ven" we were to understand, first , a holy, 
happy and immortal existence beyond tne 
grave," incorruptible, undefiled and that fa- 
deth not away, reserved for us in heaven," 
and which, with all its perfections and joys, 
was revealed to us by Jesus Christ; and 
feeonci, a sincere and living fai^A in this in- 
teresting reality^ produced that tfivine enjoy- 
ment, called "the kingdom of heaven withm 
us," the kingdom of heaven among men, &c. 
This kingdom the Pharisees "shut up" — 
they "neither entered it themselves, nor suf- 
fered those that were entering to go in." 
That is — they prevented the people from 
helienin^ those interesting reaiities — those 
sublime doctrines of a future World that their 
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Messiah had brought ta light through the 
gospel for the present happiness of men. 

We have shown that water baptism is but 
a J^ure, a shadow of our death and resurrec- 
tion, or of the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Spirit, and that this 
figure is of but little consequence to us in this 
present day. In fine we have shown that if 
there were no future existence — if nought 
were held up to man but the dreary prospect 
of a beamless eternity, he could not be justi- 
fied, sanctified, born again, pass from death 
to life or enter the kingdom of God through 
faith, because in such case the objects of his 
faith and hope would be annihilated, his 
faith would oe vain, he would be yet in his 
sins. In this view of our subject, we perceive 
that Christ is but "the author and finisher of 
our faith," having been ordained of God "to 
bring life and immortality to light," to set us 
an example for our imitation and happiness 
here below — and to die and rise in attestation 
of the truth involved in his mission. Con- 
sequently his kingdom will be delivered up 
when faith and hope shall be lost in certainty 
and joy. 

It now remains that we urge the impor- 
tance of the new birth through faith in the 
truth. And here we shall probably meet 
with one objection from the reader, viz. 
As we argued in sermons. No. 5, 6, and 7, 
that faith was the first exercise of the creature, 
and that! no one could believe or disbelieve 
what he pleased, the reader may then ask, 
what necessity is there of urgins the impor- 
tance of the new birth through faith in the 
truth, in as much as faith cannot be exercised 
at the pleasure or simply at the will of man? 
And here we would remark — ^that the guilt of 
unbelief does not consist in rejecting a fact 
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after patient investigation, by collecting all 
th6 evidences in our reach, but it consists in 
rejecting a fact without examination of its 
truth. For instance; let the gospel be 
preached to a heathen, who rejects it with- 
out attempting to acquaint himself with the 
evidences upon whicn its truth is based. He 
is condemned for not believing, because he 
neglects the only means by which he might 
be convinced of the truth, He declines 
searching for evidence. Of the truth of this 
remark we have a striking instance in the 
scriptures. Paul preached at Thessalonica, 
but they heeded not his words. He preached 
also at Berea, and the inspired penman says, 
"These were more noble than those in Thes- 
salonica, in that they received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scrip- 
tures daily whether these things were so." 
It is our duty to search the scriptures prayer- 
fully and ''labor to enter into that rest that 
remains to the people of God, lest any of us 
through unbelief should seem to come short 
of it." It is our duty to search for evidence 
of the fact, at least on all subjects relating to 
our present happiness, and particularly those 
that appertain to the future world. They 
are too momentous to be treated with indif- 
ference. 

There is nothing more important than that 
we should exercise a livir^ faith in a future 
and happy existence beyond the grave. 
This alone can afibrd the mind "joy un- 
speakable and full of glory." There is in 
every human bosom an unceasing uneasiness, 
an aching void that nothing on earth can 
satisfy or fill. Old and young, ignorant and 
learned, heathen and christian feel the same 
dissatisfaction with the objects of momentary 
duration. The heathen, in the midst of all 
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his self-denials and setf-tortures to appease 
his ffods, and in the conscientious discnarge 
of all his devotional duties, is still a dissatis- 
fied and miserable being. God has so con- 
stituted the human mind that it cannot repose 
in error, however sincere may be the faith 
it exercises. There is still a {^rowing vac- 
cuum within that nothing but the powers of 
truth can fill. Philosophy has endeavoured 
to search out that system of moral duties, in 
the rigid perfornriance of which, that happi- 
ness, peace and joy might be found, for which 
all niortal beings pant with the same aspira- 
tions of sti'ons desire, but has sought in vain. 
From the earliest ages, one system after an- 
other has been invented, and in succession 
abandoned, but all have come short ofdis- 
coverin^ any thing solid on which to rest 
their hopes of earthly felicity. 

Jesus Christ, the author and finisher of our 
faith, has alone accomplished what all the 
penetration of Py thasoras and all the moral 
lessons of Seneca and Socrates failed to dis- 
cover. With a bold, firm and untrembling 
hand he has drawn aside the curtains of the 
tomb, and pointed the human family to a 
second birth from the dark womb of death 
into mansions of incorruptible felicity in the 
kingdom of God, where they shall die no 
more, and where all the inquietudes, ap- 
pertaining to this fleeting existence, shall be 
unknown. This future state of being, he 
has not only revealed, but has demonstrated 
its certainty by those incontestible evidences, 
which can never be shaken by all the powers 
of infidelity combined. He has burst the icy 
bands of death and risen triumphant beyond 
its solemn shade, and begot in us those lively 
hopes, those fond desires, that ease the 
aching heart — ^that communicate unbrokeo 
6 
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peace amidst the various ills of life, and af* 
ford it divine consolation ^d joy in the try-« 
ing moment of death. In those interesting 
truths the believer confides, and in every 
condition in life is enabled to rejoice in the 
hope that when "this earthly tabernacle i» 
dissolved, he has a building of God, a house 
not made with hands eternal in the heavens." 
In this faith, man's countless wants are satis- 
fied, inasmuch as God has secured his dear- 
est interest. In this faith the believer is en- 
tered into rest, is born of God, and is transla- 
ted into his kingdom. He knows , that by 
faith he has passed from death unto life, for 
his soul is filled with love to God and man. 
This love, this divine enjoyment, is the 
natural effect of faith, inasmuch as it works 
by love, purifies the heart and overcomes the 
world. lie is not only at rest respecting 
himself, but at rest respecting his children 
and dear friends, whom he may be called to 
follow to the land of silence and the shadow 
of death. He stands at their dying bed and 
whispers to them consolation, in the joyful 
assurance, that he shall meet them again be- 
yond the dominion of death and pain in the 
regions of glory. His bosom is the mansion 
of those pure and holy, afifections and of those 
sublime hopes, that none can know but those 
who are thus born into the kingdom of God. 

Reader, you must die. How important 
then that you should faithfully and prayei^- 
fully examine the scriptures so that tormen- 
ting fears, distraction and despair may not in 
that solemn moment rend the peace of your 
bosom to atoms. A sweet peace and , com- 
posure of soul in that trying hour, are of 
mcalculable worth. It is enough to struggle 
with physical pain without the addition of 
mental woes, which present neglect^ and your 
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i^oranee of the truth and consolations of the 
jfospel of Christ, are sure to bring upon yoU. 
Perhaps you are a father, and may be called 
to stand at the death-bed of a beloved child. 
That child may call upon you as a parent to 
administer consolation to its departing spir- 
it. He clings to life, or ardently desires to 
live forever in the mansions of rest beyond 
the grave. But what consolation can you 
impart, if you are yourself ignorant of the 
doctrines of the gospel of Christ.'' The heart- 
rending prospect of endless wo, or the gloomy 
horrors of annihilation, could afford no con- 
solation to that mind, which has the princi- 
ples of glory deeply rooted in its nature, and 
which nothing but the continuance of ex- 
istence can rationally satisfy. As you value 
uubroken peace in the hour of dissolution^ 
and as you value the happiness of these dear 
pledges heaven has lent you, study for the 
evidence of christian truth, search the scrip- 
tures, and labor to enter into that rest that 
remains here to the belieying people of God, 
who are born again and specially saved 
through /a«7A in the truth. 

This labor is not only important in view of 
the solemn hour of death, but important in 
view of the life you here live in the flesh. 
Happiness is the ultimate pursuit of all mor- 
tal beings. They vainly imagine that it can 
be found in riches, honors and titles — ^yes, 
even imagine that it can be found in the hard 
ways of the transgressor. Though sensible 
that worlds before them have failed, and 
gone down to the grave with the pangs of 
disappointed hope, yet man is so strangely 
inconsistent as still to believe, that these 
earthly pursuits contain some hidden charm 
which he flatters himself he shall find even 
though all before him have failed. Here is 
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the delusion, kind reader, of which y6u are 
cautioned to l)eware. There is no happi-' 
ness but in the path where the hand of mer- ' 
cy has sown it — ^no happiness but in the ob- 
jects where God has placed it. It is no 
where to he found but in the enjoyment of 
the religion of Christ. This will sweeten 
every earthly pursuit, inake every burden 
lij^ht, afford solid enjoyment in life and di- 
vme consolation in the hour of death. 
Flatter not vourself that there is any happi- 
ness beneath the sun aside from this. ''There 
IS no peace saith my God to the wicked," and, 
he who says there is, contradicts Jehovah, 
and is yet ''in the gall of bitterness and in 
the bond of iniquity." A speculative faith is 
of but little consequence, so long as it does 
not influence our life and conversation for 
the better. We must believe to the saving 
of the soul from the evil of the world. "Then 
shall thy light break forth as the morning, 
and thy righteousness shall go before thee, 
and the glory of the Lord shall be thy rere- 
ward." 
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SERMON XII. 

"A good name is rather to be chosen than 
great richest and loving favor rather than sitter 
and gold. Prov. xxii: 1. 

A good name involves all that can render 
man exalted and amiable, or life desirable. 
The good opinion of mankind has, in all ages, 
been considered as a blessing of the first 
magnitude, and has, in various ways, been 
sought for by all. There is no man*^ so dis- 
honesty but what labors to impress upon oth- 
ers the conviction of his honesty; no man so 
deceptive, but what wishes to be considered 
sincere; nor cowardly, but desires to be re- 
puted brave; and no man is so abandonedly 
vicious, but what desires to be considered 
virtuous by his fellow creatures. All choose 
a good name in preference to a bad one. 
This being a fact, the appearance of virtue is 
kept up wnere the reality is wanting, and the 
shadow is often mistaken for the substance. 

There are many, that are, atlieart, insin-' 
cere and false, who pass in society general- 
ly for persons of sincerity, candor and virtue, 
while their real principles are known onlv in 
their own families and among their confiden- 
tial friends. They desire a good name and 
outwardly main tarn it, while they in reality 
but little deserve it. In order to know what 
a man really is^ we must be acquainted, not 
only with his puAlic, but his private character. 
In his own family, every man appears what 
he really is. There the heart, word and ac- 
tion are in unison. They embrape each 
other. In public, they too often separate; 
and the word, or action, speaks what its di- 
vorced companion y the heait does not feel. 
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Such not only literally choose, but oflen 
bear a good name. But this is not the choice 
suggested by the text. All men, even the 
most vicious, in some sense or other, choose 
a good name. But the passage under con- 
sideration has a higher, a nobler aim, than a 
mere choice unconnected with virtuous prin- 
ciple and action. It has a higher aim, than 
to encourage men to be rotten at heart, and 
by an outward, hypocritical manoeuvre, main- 
tain a good name among their fellow crea- 
tures. By the text, we are to understand, 
that a man should early cultivate, in his 
heart, a virtuous principle, as the pure source 
from which all those outward actions spring 
that justly merit the esteem of mankind, force 
approbation even from the vicious, and thus 
entitle him to that good name which is far 
above all price. This will not only afford 
its possessor unbroken peace arising from 
the inward consolations and joys of virtuous 
sincerity, but it will also open to him another 
rich fountain of felicity, arising from the con- 
sideration, that he enjoys the confidence and 
esteem of the g^reat and the good, with whom 
he is conversant in life, of his intimate friends, 
of his companion and^hildren, and above all 
the smiles of kind-heaven and the approbation 
of his God. His life is cahn; his sleep is 
sweet and associated with golden dreams. No 
fearful spectres haunt bis brain, but the kir\d 
angel of mercy is ever at his side. He looks 
forward to death undismayed, yes, with satis- 
faction and composure looks beyond thajt 
dark scene, to brighter worlds and more sub- 
stantial joys. He feels the assurance, that 
even when he shall be here no more, his 
name shall live in the hearts of those he left 
behind, be embalmed in the memory of the 
just, and that it is beyond the power of rol- 
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ling ages to suYly it. This \i tvhat we un- 
derstand by choosir^ a good name as stated 
in our text. 

Of the trjuth of this, there can arise no mis- 
apprehension when we compare it with the 
subsequent phrase with which it is contrast- 
ed — "a good name is rather to be chosen than 
great riches, and loving favor than silver and 
gold." By the choosing of riches, we arc; to 
understand, not only a desire to obtain them, 
but that this desire shall be sufficiently strong 
to prompt us to use k\\ the honorable* and ef- 
ikient means in our power to accumulate 
them. The wise man did not mean that 
every man had the offer of a* fortune, and 
could possess himself of it by simply making 
choice of it independent of means. — No — his 
choice must be manifested by industry and 
economy. The means must be used to se- 
cure the end. Just so in acquiring a good 
name. The person desirous of obtaining it, 
must pursue that upright and virtuous course 
of conduct, which alone could insure it. And' 
just as well might a man expect riches by 
being indolent and extravagant, as to expect 
a good name by indulging in every species of 
▼ice. We are ^therefore to understand our 
text thus — A good name, through pursuing a 
virtuous course of conduct, is rather to be 
chosen than great riches, through the plans 
and means by which they are obtained. 

Man is a being of many wants, and to sup- 
ply them he is too much inclined to forsake 
the path of virtue and resort to dishonorable 
means to obtain wealth. 

In view of this master-passion for earthly 
splendor and greatness, Solomon uttered the 
words of our text to recall the giddy mind 
from its chase of shadows, and turn it to the 
only source of unmingled felicity in the pur- 
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suit ef Tirtae. This would afford thd mind 
^ those rational delights that wealth, with all 
its^ dazzling splendors, cannot impart. It 
does not possess the charm to convey unbro- 
ken peace to the hcait. 

But there is a strong inducement to engage 
in a virtuous course, because it is the surest 
road to wealth and honor. The thief and 
robber were never rich, nor eould they be 
happy if tkey were. An excellent writer, ob- 
serves — the importance of a good character 
in the commerce of life^ seems to be univer- 
sally acknowledged. To those who are to 
make their own way either to wealth or hon- 
ors, a good character is as necessary as ad- 
dress and ability^ Tiiougb human nature is 
often degenerate, and corrupts itself by many 
inventions, yet it usuaUy retains to the last an 
esteem for excellence. Bnt even if we arrive 
at such an extreme degree of depravity as to 
have lost our native reverence for virtue, yet 
a regard to our own interest and safety will 
lead us to apply for aid, in all important 
transactions, to men whose integrity is unim* 
peached. When we choose an assistant or 
a partner, our first inquiry is eoncerning his 
character. When we have occasion for a 
counsellor, an attorney, or a physician, what" 
ever we may be purselves, we always choose 
to trust our property and lives to men of the 
best character. When we fix on the trades- 
matD, who is to supply us with necessaries, 
we are infiuenced by fair reputation and 
honorable dealing. Young men, therefore^ 
whose characters are yet unfixed, and who 
consequently may render them just such as 
they wish, ought to pay great attention to the 
first steps they take on entrance into life. 
They are usually careless and inattentive to 
this object. They pui*sue their own plans 
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with ardor, nnd neglect the opinions which 
others entertain of them. By sonne thought- 
less action or expression, they suflTer a niark 
to he impressed upon them, which no subse- 
quent merit can entirely erase. Every man 
will find some persons who, though they 
are not professed enemies, yet view him with 
an eye of envy, and who would gladly revive 
any tale to which truth has given the slightest 
foundation. 

Though a good name is rather to be chosen 
than svQ&t riches, and is the surest road to 
wealth, yet there are thousands, who pay but 
little attention to possess themselves of so 
valuable a treasure. They turn a deaf ear 
to that hallowed voice, which pleads with 
them in behalf of their dearest interest, and 
take the downward road to dissipation and 
vice, and, by their wretched example, lead 
other thousands to the dark abodes of sor- 
row, grief and pain. ' Enchanted by the 
siren voice of false and fleeting pleasure, 
they hurry to^ the tremendous precipice, 
where reputation and fortune lie in broken 
ruins. There they drag out a wretched ex- 
istence in disappointed hope, satiety and dis- 
gust. They pay their devotions at the shrine 
of ignominy, where the dark and stagnant 
waters of guilt and condemnation roll. There 
the sweet voice of heaven-born peace was 
never heard, and the beauteous feet of relig- 
ion never trod * There dwells the family of 
pain — there is the hell we are cautioned to 
avoid. This is not an illusion of fancy — it 
IS no reverie of the brain, but a reality too 
visible in the pathway of human life. 

Thousands, in this condition/ are hurrying 
to a 'premature grave, and go down to that 
dark abode covered with infamy, having rob- 
bed themselves of all the substantial joys, 
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that a vji'tuous conduct, and a good unsullied 
name are calctihited to awaken in the heart. 
Dissipation darkens the brightest prospects of 
life. It rolls its floods of misery indiscrimin- 
ately oyer the dearest earthly hopes of com-» 
pauions, children and frien^ls, and paralizes 
every pulse of joy that beats in the human 
bosom. Many a child has been spurned from 
the presence of its brutal father, and been 
beaten for asking bread to satisfy its hunger. 
Intemperance stupifies man to the moral 
impressions of the gospel, and hardens the 
heart with the touch of its benumbing powers. 
It is the giant of human wo that stays his 
thousands and,. prostrates the happiness of 
man. This chargpion of human war draws 
his sword of vengeance against the balmy re- 
pose of public and private life, and his fatal 
touch withers the brightest fiov^ers of domes- 
tic hope and joy, and mingles the poisonous 
bowl with^ the bitter drugs of misery. His 
government is absolute monarchy, and his 
subjects the most contemptible slaves. 
When he lays ^upon them his cursed hand, 
they reel to the ground. When he strikes the 
stunning blow,- they drop insensibly to the 
-earth. The oppressions and scourges of the 
most wretchecl slave are enviable in compar- 
ison with those severe wounds inflicted by this 
merciless tyrant, this infernal scourge of the 
human race. Intemperance is a monster that 
may well be personified. He frolicks through 
the blood, preys upon the vitals, ploughs up 
the brain, dethrones reason and laughs at the 
feeble resistance of the best constitution, and 
finally bears down all opposition before him. 
Like t|ie devouring flame, he presses on with 
irresistible force, urging his deadly siege, till 
he consumes all that is fair and lovely in the 
«yeof virtue. Hi«' present gifb are poverty 
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misery and distress, and his capital prize, a 
premature grave. 

This champion is raraging our beloved 
country, and seducing her sons of freedom to 
the disgraceful ranks of slaveiy and oppres- 
sion. Intemperance is that tyrant that has 
under his control many formidable evils that 
infest the world. His boasted labor is to 
hurry on thousands of victims to the com* 
mission of crime, and bring down upon them 
the many misfortunes that attend man in this 
mutable world. Intemperance involves 
public broils, tumults and disturbances, and 
domestic discord, misery and strife. 

We trust the number among our readers 
is small, who are so regardless of a good 
name as to have abandoned themselves to the 
intoxicating bowl, or who have sundered all 
the ties of moral obligation, determined to 
tread the downward path of vice to a dis- 
graceful tomb. We hope they have a higher 
regard to the invaluable worth of a good 
name; and we pray that they may venerate 
its price far above the momentary glitter of 
silver and gold. That shall live, when 
wealth shall have lost its lustre, Imd flourish 
immortal, when gold shall have corroded to 
dust. 

Blasphemy is another unreasonable vice 
against which the public speaker or writer 
should raise his voice. And let no one flat- 
ter himself because we believe in the univer- 
sal and unbounded goodness of God, that a 
man may go on as he please. So long as a 
Being of infinite wisdom is enthroned in the 
heavens and governs the universe, so long he 
can never fail to measure out to every of- 
fence its adequate punishment, and has all 
the means at his disposal to bring it unavoi- 
dably upon the head of every transgressor. 
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He, who flatters himself that he can nin with 
impuhity, is ignorant of the government of 
his God, and has never reflected upon human 
life in all its varied lights and shades. Do 
you profess to be a Universalist, and yet 
treat with irreverence the name of HIM wno 
made you, and whom you acknowledge to 
l>e a faithful Creator — an indulgent Father? 
Your professions are nothing. ''He that 
hath this hope in him purifieth himself even 
as he is pure." That very breath by which 
he inflates the lungs, can you breathe it back 
in blasphemies against his holy name, which 
angels never pronounce but with veneration 
»na awe? Choose, O choose a good name, 
which can only be obtained by choosing a 
virtuous course of conduct. However lightly 
vou may treat your own station in life, or 
however much you may disregard the dignity 
of your nature, yet remember the station you 
hold, however obscure, is stamped with res- 
ponsibility. You are surrounded by a gen- 
eration of youth, among whom are your owa 
children, ready to imitate your example. Do 
you wish them well ! Then guard your heart 
and life by setting a reasonable value on a 
good name, and remember you cannot roov6 
without touching some string that may vi- 
brate long after your head rests on its cold 
pillow of earth. 
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SERMOX XIII. 

**A good name is rather to he chosen than 
great richesy and loving favor rather than silver 
and gold.^* Prov. xxii: 1.. 

In this discourse we shall more fully show 
why "a good name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches." 

Though wealth is desirable, and in many 
instances conducive to human happiness, 
because it puts it in our power to relieve the 
wants and distresses ctf our fellow creatures, 
yet it does not possess the charm to convey 
unbroken peace or solid joy to any bosom. 
The value, of any thing within the range of 
human action, is to be estimated by its useful- 
ness in premoting the happiness of man. 
That, which pours the most numerous and 
refined enjoyments into the soul, is to be con- 
sidered of the greatest worthy and that, which 
has. a tendency to bring upon us the most 
alarming miseries, misfortunes and woes, is 
of course the most worthless. The one is to 
be fondly chosen and pursued in proportion 
to its worth in administering to our enjoy- 
ments, and the other is to be avoided in pro- 
poi'tion to its unhappy effects in multiplymg 
onr sorrows. This being an undeniable fact, 
the superlative value of a good name,procured 
by a virtuous course of conduct, appears, at 
once', to transcend all other considerations: 
A pure unsullied conscience before heaven is 
the most permanent bliss that a rational being 
can enjoy, and is of that enduring nature 
which no earthly pdwer or misfortune can 
destroy. It supports us in the- hour of ad- 
versity and trial; it comforts us in the dark 
hour of sorrow; it remains unmoved amids 
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the storms of life, and lights up the smile of 
satisfaction on the lips of the dying. 

Nor is this all. It affords us other un- 
ruffled streams of unmingled felicity in the 
common intercourse of life. The approba- 
tion of the wise and the good, the confidence 
and esteemof our friends and associates, and 
the good opinion even of the vicious, are con- 
siderations of no ordinary moment. They 
awaken emotions in the heart of the most 
pleasing gratification, and open in t|ie soul 
all the avenues of heaven-born felicity, im- 
parting that peace, which this world can 
neither give nor take away. But as it res- 
pects wealth, we would remark, that though 
It may communicate happiness by enabling 
us to relieve the wants of our fellow crea- 
tures, and afford us many joys in the indul- 
gence of our benevolence, yet it cannot of 
Itself communicate happiness, but virtue can. 
A wicked and unprincipled man is wretched, 
though he roll in all the wealth and splendors 
that earth can give. He feels in his bosom 
a burning flame i that all the streams of wealth 
can never quench, and a craving desire, that 
nought on earth can gratify. If his "great 
I'iches" afibrd him any enjoyments, yet these 
are by no means permanent and lasting. 
The desolating flame may lay them in ruins 
— the storms on the ocean may sink them in 
its waves — the famine or blighting nnildew 
gay wither them forever, and leave him 
stript of all his fancied joys. But nothing of 
this can happen to virtue. That remains 
forever unharmed amidst the shocks of earth. 
A good name is, therefore, of incon.ceiyably 
more value than riches and rather to be cho- 
sen than silver and golcl* 

We are formed for society. God in the 
beginning said, "it is not good that man 



103 

shoald be alone." This being a fact, which 
all past experience, and the historv of our 
whole race demonstrate, it is, therefore, 
equally true, that our dearest enjoyments flow 
from the social affections and from a sincere 
cultivation of the social intercourse of life. 
There is, perhops, not a human being in exis- 
tence, who would accept of all the wealth of 
the Indies on the condition that he should not 
be respected by a single individual on earth. 
This circumstance shows us, in • noonday 
light, the superior value of a good name 
above all the glittering appendages of wealth. 
Every man is beloved and esteemed in propor- 
tlonto his ffoodness and usefulness in the world, 
particularly by those with whom he associates 
m life. If then to love and to he beloved de- 
pend on our conduct in the world, and if at 
the same time, our happiness is derived from 
the exercise' of reciprocal affection, we see 
the importance of pitching upon that course 
of life, which alone can secure those solid 
pleasures resulting from a well spent life. 

Too man^ persons suppose, they can be 
happy in sin ; yes, even in criminal indul- 
ffence. But.that transgressor was never yet 
found, who could point to a single wicked 
act in his life, the remembrance of which 
ever imparted one solitary gleam of joy to his 
heart. Thev raa^ fancy there is happiness 
in sin; but here is the deception. It is im- 
material what some may preach' about lAe 
^pleoiwes of sin, and the satisfaction the tranS' 
gressor often takes in a wicked course, yet all 
this amounts to nothing so long as the voice 
of heaven declai'es, '^thejeis is. no peace, 
8A17H MT God, to the wicked." Infinite 
wisdom must know, and infinite wisdom, has 
given the decision, and that decision is stamp- 
ed with immortality, and from it there is no 
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appeal. If we impress the sinner with the 
iuea thnt he is not punished and rewarded 
here, but that the whole is to be settled in the 
future world, then we, in the same propor- 
tion, weakenihe force of virtue and strengthen 
the cause of vice. And this is one obvious 
reason, why men continue in sin, as long as 
they dare, expecting at some future day to < 
repent and escape aU punishment. They go 
on from day to day, and from year to year, 
with all the thunders of endless and immor- 
tal pain sounded in their ears, and even 
believing it true, yet ^continue to indulge in 
sin. Would they* run such an awful risk, 
unless, by a certam course of education, they 
had been made to believe that there was hap- 
piness in transgression? No. If they believed 
that sin had nought to impart but misery, 
they would abandon it for its own sake; be- 
cause happiness is the object of all men. 

They have, therefore, by some means or 
other, been led to the strange infatuation, 
that sin possesses some secret charm to com- 
municate that happiness to the soul, for 
which every bosom throbs. This fancied 
happiness, they vainly imagine, they can ob- 
tain by wallowifig in the dark waters of ini- 
quity, be happy here, then repent at last, and 
be happy hereafter. As they pass along in 
their wretched career, expecting every mo- 
ment to grasp the fancied pleasure, yet the 
fond, anticipated phantom flies from their em- 
brace and leaves them in the ruin of their joy. 
Though disappointed again and a^ain, yet 
firmly believing that there is huppmess in 
sin, they again push on, and thus* far attribute 
their want of success to some miscalcu- 
lation. Insensibleof the nature of siu, blin- 
ded and self-deceived, they go on in pursuit 
of pleasure, while golden dreams of false 
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felicity fire their imaginatioDs, till at last, a^e 
places them on the verge of the grave; their 
object 110 nearer attained than it was the day 
.they set out, while habit has fixed them in a 
course, that has yielded them nothing but sor- 
row and pain, and vanity and vexation of 
spirit. Stung with i:emorse, and pierced 
through with many sorrows, they breathe a 
repentance, which, the nature of their con- 
dition, forces upon them, are perhaps pro- 
nounced converted, SLud they sink into the dark- 
ness of death ! Their names, covered with 
infamy, are soon blotted from the remem- 
brance of the living ! 

We observed, a moment ago, that the idea, 
of holding up a retribution in the future 
world, weakens the force of virtue, and 
strengthens the cause of vice. This has, per- 
haps, been abundantly shown in the argu- 
^ ments already offered as being manifest in the 
daily conduct of men; yet we will, in a word, 
bring the subject plainly before you. To 
persuade a sinner that he is to be punished in 
the future world for his sins in this, is plainly 
saying that sin has many pleasures and con- 
veniences here, and so far as it failed of ren- 
dering him his due desert, the balance is to be 
made up in another state of being. Because 
the balance of punishment due him there, is 
to make up the deficiency of punishment, 
which sin did not pay him here. And cer- 
tainly, so far as sin did not pay him here, he 
must have beeh happy in its commission. 
And the expeettiiion, that he should be happy 
in it here,vfns the very cause that induced him 
to continue in transgression, with the expec- 
tation of repenting and escaping punishment 
hereafter. Thus he flattered himself, that he 
could sin with impunity, and escape its pun- 
ishment in this world and the world to come. 
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And to satisfy a man that he is to be re- 
warded in the future world for his righteous- 
ness m.this, is but persuading him, that vir- 
tue is attended with misery, and that so far 
as it failed to reward him here, the balance 
is to be made up hereafter. Because the 
balance of happiness due to him there, is to 
make up the deficiency of happiness which 
Tirtue did not pay him here. And so far as 
Tirtue did n6t pay him here, he must have 
been miserable m its practice. Aiid the im- 
pression that sin is productive of many en- 
joyments, and that righteousness is attended 
with misery, ha^ a tendency to make him 
choose the former and reject the latter, and . 
trust to a future repentance. 

We often hear it proclaimed by those, who 
profess to be the guardians of the nublic mor- 
als, that the righteous have a hard course in 
warring against the corruptions of their hearts 
in the service of God, while the sinner goes 
on unconcerned and easy in the pleasures of 
sin. In doing this they defeat the very ob- 
ject, they are striving to obtain, which is the 
cdnveraion of the sinner. . These ve»*y im- 
pressions are one obvious reason why so 
many continue in sin andjreject the path of 
righteousness and peace, which alone con- 
ducts to a good name, that is of moi*e worth 
than great riches, and more durable than 
silver and gold. 

As then there is no happiness in vice, as^U 
its allurements are deceptive and vain, how 
important that we should shun it, and pursue 
that briffht path of virtue and peace, which 
will lead to the invaluable possession of a 
good name. Engaging in the cultivation of 
all the better affections of the heart, we shall 
by habit so refine our natures, that '4oving 
favor'' will: take entire possession of our 
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minds, and mould them into the spotless 
imaf^e of heaven. This loving favor is rather 
to he chosen than silver and gold, for these 
will corrupt, and at last crumble into dust, 
while this shall survive the ruins of death., and 
flourish in those peaceful realms, where our 
felicity will be unbroken and |>erpetuai. 

Flatter not yourselves with the vain hope, 
that there is one solitary thrill of joy in the 
indulgence of sin. He, who indulges in dis* 
sipation and vice — he, who slanders his 
neighbor, who wrongs his fellow men, of 
even uttei*s one oath against the unsullied 
name of his Maker, is a most profound , un<* 
believer in the sentiment we proclaim. He, 
who possesses a hope so full of immortality 
as to believe, that God will finally save from 
sin, and bless him and all his fellow men, 
will cleanse bis hands and wash them in Ui^ 
aocency. Tell me not that you are a Uvi- 
versalist, when the very oceans of God'i 
goodness do not affect your heart ,.n or lead you 
to repentance. He, who is satisfied that 
there is no happiness in sin, will abandon it. 
He, who deliberately pursues a vicious 
course, expects to find happiness in It; and 
it is impossible that he believes in GodV 
universal grace It is absolutely iniposatble 
in the very nature of thingS) that he can be a 
Universalist. a salvation from sin is the 
doctrine of the Bible, and holiness itself m 
heaven. He, who believes such a stilvatieoi 
to be happifying, will abandon sin, as tho 
enemy t)f his peace, and seek righteousness, 
whicn alone can afford him tranqiuillity. 
Jesus says, the kingdom of heaven is rights 
eousuess and peace. If you wish to satisfy 
men that you really desire >the whole liumail 
family to meet in heaven, then show your 
sincerity by being righteous yourself. 

7 
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A sincere Universalist believes sin to be 
the cause of many mentarwoes that darken 
the world, and the principal cause of the 
greater proportion of sufferings that fall to 
the lot of man. He believes that a virtuous 
course of conduct, guided by the burning 
lamp of revelation, leads to those joys that 
time cannot sully ^ nor the hand of death ex- 
tinguish. A conviction of this ti'uth leads 
him to hate sin, forsake its dark dominions^ 
and enter those fields of felicity, where the 
briflrant beams of virtue shed a cloudless day. 
Here he walks and enjoys an antepast of 
heaven. Its paths are the paths of peace. 
All its ways are pleasantness and delight. 
Its, crystal streams are pure and sweet; its 
breezes healthful y and its fruits delicious. 
He believes God to be the Father of his crea- 
tures — that he governs the world in wisdom 
and mercy — ^tbat be created with a benevolent 
intention, and that he is not disappointed in 
the workmanship of his hand, but presides 
over just such a world as he designed it 
should be. He believes that this order of 
' things, though dark to him, is designed for 
good, and shall terminate in the happiness of 
all. He believes that alt rewards and punish- 
ments are instituted for some benevolent end^ 
and that this end will be brought about in 
such a manner as to manifest to all, the. di- 
vine perfections in the clearest light, and 
Bhed unfading glory on the supreme Majesty 
of heaven. This fitith gives him confidence 
in his heavenly Father, and fills his heart 
with gratitute and veneration. It leads him 
to look upon the human family as his iH'eth- 
ren, and to do them good. He seeks their 
iiappiness^ and thus chooses and merits a 
good iteme. 
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At peace with all mankind, his mind ir^ 
radiated with light and enlarged with the 
most noble conceptions of the divine charac- 
ter and government, he at length lies down in 
peace and composure upon his dying bed, and 
gently breathes out — 

•*FarevineII conflicting joys and fears. 
Where light and shade alternate dwell; 

A brighter, parer scene appears, 
Farewell inconstant world, farewell"! 

He sweetly sinks to rest, and leaves behind 
him a good name, that can never die, and an 
example, for others to imitate, worth more 
than fortunes in gold. His memory shall 
survive, when the tomb, on which it is in- 
scribed, shall crumble into ruin, and his ex-' 
ample be a light to future generations. 



SERMOX XIT. 

« 

*' Be of the same mind one towards another. 
Mind not kis^h things, but condescend to men of 
low estate.** — Romans xii. 16. 

Thfxt mysterious and incomprehensible 
Being, who gave us existence, has sown in 
our nature the seeds of mortality. By the 
irresistible laws of his empire, which he has, 
from the beginning, established for thB regu- 
lating of the animal creation, we are soon to 
be carried to the silent grave. All, without 
exception, are formed out of equal clay, are 
subject to the same hopes and fears, joys and 
sorrows while on earth, and are all destined 
to the slumbers of death, where we must ex- 
hibit the emblem of perfect equality. Imma- 
terial how far one may exalt himself above 
another while passing through this momen- 
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taiy existenoe — immaterial how far he may 
rise above his fellow men in the scale o€ in* 
telleet and refinement — ^immaterial how ex- 
alted the station he may have obtalfted — how 
brilliant the powers of his imagination may 
sparkle, or how soft and sublime his elo- 
quence may flow — immaterial how nobly so- 
ever he may dazzle in the sunny smiles of 
fortune, or how secure he may refMse in the 
fond embrace of friends, yet it is a melan- 
choly truth, that he mu8t> sooner or later, re- 
sign the whole, let go his eager grasp on aH 
those pleasing joys, bid an. everlastmg fare- 
well to those exalted splendors, and descend 
to the dark shades of death, where the rich 
and the poor, the servant and his master, the 
oppressor and oppressed, all lie mouldering 
and forgotten together. 

This solemn consideration, it seems, when 
forcibly presented to the mind, ought to be 
sufficient to check the levity of man— to sof- 
ten his bosom to his fellow beings — ^to mode- 
rate his desire in pursuit of wealth and 
greatness, and completely to unarm him of 
ail hostile feelings towards those with whoih 
he associates, and with whom he is a& soon 
to lie down in death. This, it seems, is suffi- 
cient to make us of one heart and mind in 
promoting each other's happiness and welfare 
m the world, and to make us obedient to th« 
exhortation or the text, not to mind the high 
things of earth, but to condescend to men of 
low estate. But such is the strange infatua- 
tion of man, that he acts as thoueh his resi- 
dence on earth were eternal, and as though 
the whole errand of life consisted in provir 
dinsr for an eternity below. 

We are capacitated for enjoyments of a 
higher and more perfect nature than we can 
attuQ to <Hi earth. Of this we are seiisiUe 
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from the fuct, that there is do condition in 
which we can be placed here below, that is 
so adapted to our nature as to afford us per- 
manent satisfaction. Uninterrupted felicity 
is not a plant of earth. It cannot flourish in 
a clime where the blighting storms of malice 
and envy wither all that is fair, sweet and 
blooming. And though we are sensible that 
such is the fact, yet, deaf to all that experi- 
ence, example and observation conspire to 
teach, we are exerting all our powers to ob- 
tain it here below, where the united voice of 
earth ami heaven assure us it cannot be 
found. We cast our eyes around us, and see 
the human family in every varied condition 
of life, from the beggar on his bed of straw, 
up to the king in regal splendor on the throne 
of nations; but in defiance of this immense 
distinction, they alike breathe the deep sigh 
of discontent. We also cast our eyes over 
the historic page, and scan the genera] fate 
of man in by-gone ages; but here too, we 
learn the same lesson, that no external eondir 
Hon has ever added to the rational enjoy- 
ments of the soul. We see the same uneasi- 
ness, the same longing desires pervade every 
bosom. Our object is happiness; and amidst 
all the various pursuits of life, what is the 
reason so many fail of obtaining it? The 
answer is readily ffiven. We make riches, 
honors and the high things of the earth our 
chief pursuit and aim, and fi>ndly imagine 
that our happiness lies in them. Here is our 
error. Man is destined to a world of mental 
felicity, where those external pursuits of for- 
tune will be unknown; where all that he 
here pursues with so much eagerness will be 
removed from his desires forever, and where 
all the channels of the soul will be opened to 
the tru0 fountain of felicity and completely 
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ravished in its flowing streams In order, 
therefore, to enjoy that happiness, in this 
momentary state of being, which God has 
placed within our reach, we must make men<» 
tal felicity the main pursuit of life, and the 
riches' and conreniences of earth our secon- 
dary pursuit. We must completely reverse 
our conduct in order to obtain those rational 
enjoyments, that flow from virtuous habits 
and dispositions. We must, as Jesus says, 
'* seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness and all these things shall be 
added unto you." 

Food and raiment are all that we can en* 
joy of the external comforts of life. All oth- 
er enjoyments must be of a mental character. 
Seoure first your mental joys, a pure unsul- 
lied conscience in the punctual discharge of 
all ycur social and relative duties to man- 
kind, and be you rich or poor, you will be 
happy. The righteous discharge of this first 
^reat duty will not embarrass you in obtain- 
ing the comforts of life, but on the contrary 
aid you. A peaceable and honest course of 
conduct towards others — a condescension to 
men of low estate — a due respect for the 
opinions and rights of others, will endear 
you to all, and not only foster in your bosom 
the seeds of peace and contentment, but will 
conduct you in the surest path to wealth and 
honor. The mental powers of the soul are 
nil that exalt our capacity for happiness above 
the brutal creation. And if our chief happi- 
ness lies in gold, which can only administer 
to our animal wants, then the brutes can vie 
with us in all the solid enjoyments of life. 
In fact, they can go beyond us. They graze 
the turf, and drink the unmingled stream fVee 
from anxiety and care. While man, the 
lord of this lower creation, has to toil and 
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ain the same enjoynjents by the sweat of 
is brow. 

fiut what a groveling thought, to bring 
our exalted natures and capacities' for happi- 
ness down to a level with theirs ! On this 
principle, he who is the most wealthy is the 
most happy. Virtue is but a name, anj all 
the exalted principles of noble and godlike 
action are but the reveries of fancy, and to 
practice them is but a visionary dream. No^ 
my friends, wealth supplies our animal 
wants, and if virtue be wanting, it leaves our 
minds in wretched starvation and our bright- 
est joys in night ! Happiness is equally attain- 
able by the rich and the poor^ It consists in 
a union of heart among mankind, in a union 
of action iu the pursuit of virtue, and in the 
kindlier feelings of our nature. In fine, it 
consists in a walling obedience to the exhor- 
tations of otu* text: " Be of the same mind 
one towards another. Mind not high things^ 
but condescend to men of low estate." 

To each of these exhortationa, we will give 
a candid and solemn consideration. In this 
sermon, we will attend to the exhortation — 
*' Be of the' same mind one towards another/' 
By this, we are not to understand that men 
ar^ to be of one heart and mind in pursuing 
the same occupation or profession in life, but 
of one mind in endeavoring to promote each 
other's happiness in every condition in which 
they may be placed — of que mind in the 
practice of christian duty, and in the exercise 
of charity. Selfishness produces many jai*- 
ring interests among mankind, bursts the 
bands of brotherhood asunder, and weakens 
the strength of that nation, society or family 
among which it exists, and in proportion 
to the opposition it produces among its iudi- 
yidua:! members. " United, wo stand, divi- 
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ded, we fall," id a maxim full of wisdom, and 
is Dot only applicable to nations, but to,C9m- 
munities, societies, and even to families. 

A family in discord is a sight over which 
angels might weep, but when united in one 
heart and mind, it is a picture over which 
heaven smiles. The fond and doating fa- 
ther, the tender and affectionate mother, and 
obedient children, all united in peace and 
harmony, present to the mind those pleasing 
conceptions of ^he Teconciled family immor- 
tal, that cause us to feel all the burning emo- 
tions of whibh the heart is susceptible. ^ In 
such society as this, are enjoyed the happi- 
est moments of our existence — moments un- 
mingled with the bitterness of regret, unsul-^ 
lied by the corroding hand of time, unruffled 
by the perplexing cares of l^fe, and undark- 
ened by the tempests of indjsposition. Is 
such a father absent — far distant on land or 
ocean where duty calls? The heart of his 
family goes with him, and he too leaves his 
heart lingering behind. His companion 
counts the moments as they slowly roll — is 
faithful to his interests — makes preparation 
to receive him — sighs for his safe return, and 
welcomes him home with those emotions of 
ecstatic jov, that cause him to forget his past 
labors, toils and dangers. Is he stretched 
upon a bed of pain ? Unwearied she sits be- 
side him, hushes every sound that might in- 
terrupt his broken slumbers, and watches 
every breath he draws. She whispers to him 
the soothing words of Encouragement and 
consolation — gives neither sleep to her eyes, 
nor slumber to her eyelids, but is the guar- 
dian angel of his pillow. 

When all human aid has failed — when the 
pulse beats faint — the once sparkling e^e 
grows dim and rolls faint and languid in its 
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socket, she stnnds mute and pensive tit his 
dying bed. Her whole soul is absorbed in 
the hiterest of the scene and rent with ago- 
njr. She wipes the cold sweat of death from 
his face, guzes with exquisite anxiety. till the 
lust dreadful struggle is over, and breathes to 
the throne of ipercy the prayer of affection 
for the repose of his spirit. And so feels the 
kind husband over his companion, indulgent 
parents over their dying children, and dutiful 
children over their parents. 

But it is a lamentable circumstsnce, a pain- 
ful consideration, that there are too many 
unhappy divisions in the domestic circle. 
Yes, Jt is a painful consideration indeed, that 
those, who are so nearly allied to each other, 
should, even fox one moment, indulge in 
feelings of acrimony. It is but a short time, 
at longest, that we can be together, and such 
unhappy divisions must render the parting 
scene, at the bed of death, doubly painful. 
Thoughtletss, giddy or oppressive as we may 
be to those, who are near to us in life, while 
blooming health is their lot, yet righteous 
heaven has so constituted our natures, that 
the most painful reminiscences will force 
themselves upon tiie mind when the injured 
object, t(» whom we have given distress, is 
upon a dying bed. Every unkind word, eve- 
ry harsh treatment, the whole dark picture of 
our ungenerous conduct will present itself 
to the imagination in all its naked woes. 
And be that dying one a parent, a compan- 
ion, a child, their very silence, as they turn 
upon us ajanguid eye fading in death, will 
harrow up every painful recollection. O ! if 
we wish to tread upon their graves with an 
unsullied conscience before heaven, let us be 
of one mind, live in peace, and discharge, to 
them, those sacred duties of kindness and 
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niTeetion, which the ties, that bind thBin to 
OS, enjoin.. 

This world is too much made up of ap- 
pearances. Many a family, which we sup- 
pose to be the abode of union, peace and 
joy, is distracted with- the voice of discord, 
and is dragging out an existence in secret, 
concealed grief, Mauy a husband and wife, 
who, we suppose, are of one heart and mind 
and passing their days in the sunshine of 
peace and love, are torn by secret broils; and 
whose mansion stands overcast with the dark 
shadows of discontent and misery. Little do 
we dream of the secret woes, that rend many 
a worthy heart concealed behind a smiling 
countenance. The husband is perhaps stern 
and unrelenting — and will, in no case, yield 
to the wishes of bis companion. Discour- 
agement and anffer may perhaps at times 
take possession of the heart. In such a case, 
. instead of treating her kindly, he rouses into 
a passion himself, and a private contention 
ensues. This is a wretched jjractice, for in- 
stead of extinguishing the flame, it adds fuel 
to the fire, and consumes all that is fair and 
lovely in piatrimonirl and doniestip life. 
Much misery might be avoided by observing 
the following rule. When the one is melan^ 
choly, let the other be rationally cheerful, 
and endeavor to divert the attention from the 
subject that causes gloonru When the oue is 
angry, let the other keep a perfect equanimi- 
ty and a benign composure of countenance. 
Then watch the opportunity, and in some fu- 
ture day, when the offended one is most 
chi3erful and kind, then bring forward the 
subject, and expostulate most* feelingly on 
the impropriety of indulging- a wrathful spir- 
it to a bosom friend. Speakof the shortness 
of life and point each other to the silent 
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grave and to the parting'^ scene, and ven- 
geance, anger and discoirtent will soon be 
strangers in your hnbisation. Your dear 
children, from the very davvnings of intel-' 
lect, will lake the example, grow up in har- 
mony and affection with perfect rule over 
their spirk, and thus you will not only secure 
your own domestic peace, but will bequeath 
those sacred enjoyments to your posterity — 
enjoyments that infinitely outweigh a thou- 
sand fortunes in gold ! Let others toil to 
leave their offspring wealth, we ours the joy 
to bequeath them this. We ask no more. 

We are not only to be of the same mind 
one towards another in our families but iu 
our religious societies. Here all selfishne8» 
ought to be discarded, all private interests 
sacrificed, all hostile feelings subdued, and 
the whole offered on the altar of generaf 
good, and thus the harmony, peace and pros- 
perity of the whole body consulted. The 
permanent security of these depend on the 
individual conduct of the members. By uni- 
ting ourselves in a religious body, we express 
the necessity of living a sober life, maintain- 
ing a union of heart and a respectful conver- 
sation towards all with whom we associate 
in life. Let us not dream that heaven will 
prosper us above others, if we also blas- 
pheme the name of Him who gave us life 
and sustains us in heing. Let us lay aside 
every evil, that has a tendency to disunion, 
and live soberly and righteously in the 
world, doing good onto all as we have op- 
portunity. 

[The reader will find this subject contiu- 
ued In our next muiiber.] 
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SERMOX XV. 

•* Se of' the same mind one totoards another. 
Mind nut high things, but condescend to men of 
low estate,*^ — Romans xii: 12. 

Having from the commencement of these 
sermons coiiiined myself to prescribed limits, 
I had no room in my last to pursue the first 
division of my subject so far as I intended. 
I will therefore here resume it. 

*' Be of the same mind, one towards an- 
other," We have thus far confined our at- 
tention to family union, and have just glanced 
at the necessity of union in religious socie- 
ties. This is a day of inquiry and light, 
when the most keen and searching glances 
are sent into every creed. Many denomina- 
tions that have walked together heart and 
hand for many years, each repelling the as- 
saults of those, who attempted to extinguish 
their ism, have at length been separated by 
internal divisions and formed two opposing 
parties, even though they once believed the 
same creed, and advocated the same church 
government. The present is a trying period, 
and it stands us in hand to endeavor to 
" keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of 
peace." Let us not dream of religious union 
and prosperity, unless we allow each one to 
think for himself in matters of scripture 
interpretation. Nor let us dream of pros- 
perity, if therejs among us more theory than 
practice. It is true, Universal ists are as mo- 
ral as any other denomination: but this is 
not enough. They ought in kindness and 
benevolence to transcend other denominations 
as far, as their doctrine of universal benigni- 
ty transcends the doctrine of unending wo. 
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Neither are we to dream of religious union 
find prosperity, unless we raise our united 
voices against those, who revel over the flow- 
ing cup of intoxication, which pours so many 
streams of misery nnd disunion on the worlds 
Let no one fancy to hims^f that the drunk- 
ards toast, " here is healtaand sutceas to iw."' 
lias any charm to avert his ruin, or to stay 
the judgment of heaven. The more fre- 
quently that toast has been uttered, wht^e 
smiling upon the cup of inebriation held in a 
trembling hand, the farther have health and 
success been removed from the deluded vic- 
tim, and the more svvifl and deadly have mis- 
fortune, sickness, distress and pain fallen 
upon him. Intemperance is a demon, that 
sows the seeds of discord among all ranks, 
orders and conditions of men. Beneath his 
crushing hand creation reels, and fortunes 
fall in broken ruins ! and peace the sweet an- 
gel of mercy flies (bese turbulent skies, and 
lights on realms unmoved by the hand of 
commotion and discord. At his approach^ 
blooming health is driven back from its warm 
abode and the fairest flowers of domestic 
love, hope and joy are withered forever! Let 
this friifhtful foe of discord and confusion be 
barred from our sacred heritage and peace be 
within our borders. 

We are not only to be of one heart and 
one mind in resisting profanity and intempe- 
rance, but in resisting tale-bearing. Let us 
not speak evil of others. This is beneath the 
character of a gentleman, and certainly be- 
neath that of a christian : consequently no 
gentleman or christian will indulge in it. It 
is the employment of /oto, iU-bred minds, and 
therefore none will engage in it, but those 
who are destitute of reputation themselves. 
This vice has no ezcuse> and must therefore 
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originate in the basest motives. They intend 
to briiicr their fellow creatures down to a level 
with themselves, and thus lessen them in thQ 
good opinion of others, and destroy their 
peace. And though they may effect their 
object so far as the good opinion of the virtu- 
ous is calculated to give us happiness, yet 
the approbation of a good conscience, arising 
from the conviction ot* innocency, can never 
be rooted from the heart of its possessor by 
all the calumnies of earth. This God has 
secured in all the secret chambers of the 
soul, and forever barred it against the breath 
of slander. There he takes up his abode 
and holds communion vtrith the contrite spirit. 
The real merits and consolations of virtue 
are secured to its possessor by the impartial 
legislation of righteous heaven. Intempe- 
rance in its effects, cpmpared with slandering, 
is harmless^ at least so far as producing dis- 
cord is concerned. The peaceable drunkard, 
compared even with tlrat church member, 
who is continually sowing discord in society, 
is aa an^el. Slander is but the infectious 
breath ot a foul spirit, that poisons the 
healthful atmosphere wherever it is breathed, 
and breaks the quiet repose — ^the calm seren- 
iff of neighborhoods and families, as it were, 
with an electric shock. 

Political slander is as infectious and de- 
structive to the harmony of the nation, and 
the security of our government as private 
slander is to neighborhoods and societies. 
No sooner is a candidate held up for office, 
than all the party dogs of war on both sides are 
let loose and set to barking. Immaterial how 
fair may be his character, how inviolable his 
veracity, or how unsullied his honor and in- 
tegrity, they will make him appear to be an 
outcast from gociotyi covered with the dark- 
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eit blots of infamy. Immaterial how great 
may be his qualificatious, or how splendid 
his talents, they will, by that species of lo^^ic 
for which slanderers are famous, prove him 
to be a fool. These dissentions ao not ex- 
pire when the candidates are elected. They 
are carried to the capitol of our common 
country and blown out in more than wordy 
war. There, we have reason to fear, the 
volcano is gathering, and that the day is not 
distant when it will disembogue in more than 
the thunders of Etna, wrap our political 
heavens in a blaze, and melt its elements with 
fervent heat. Anarchy and confusion will 
seize the reins of government, and drive us 
to the oblivious shades of departed empires. 
If we continue to go on in our political slan- 
ders, as a nation, losing sight of our common 
welfare, and sacrificing the general, on the 
altar of partial interest, the day of our ruin 
IS not remote. Its awful morn, has, already, 
it seems, dawned with streaks of malignant 
light, and (like ill fated Troy) ominous of 
the purple streams, the crimson blood, that 
watered the Trojan plains where mighty Sar- 
pedon fell, where Hector lay slain by the 
sword of Achilles. Heaven forbid that our 
national sun, that rose so fair, should go 
down i^i blood, and shroud onr temple of 
Liberty in everlasting night! To avert such 
a catastrophe let us reform, and do our dutv 
as individuals. The safety of any body pol- 
itic depends on the conduct of the individu- 
als that compose it. And God grant that 
these dissentions may cease, that political 
peace and harmony may become perfect, 
and our government may stand immoveable 
on its basis, like the rock that remains unsha- 
ken by the furious storms that agitate the 
ocean. May we, as a nation, be of one 
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mind in resisting every species of im moral!* 
ty, in studying the happiness of our fellow 
creatures — of one mind in obtaining a knowl* 
edge of the character of our Creator, in stu- 
dying his parental and benign government, 
and his divine attributes and unchanging per- 
fections — and be of one mind in acquainting 
oursdves with his beautiful works that swarm 
around us and afford us so many rational de- 
lights. Let us store our minds with useful 
knowledge, practice the precept of Christ, la- 
bor for mental emancipation, and content- 
ment and peace will be our lot. 

In the great duties of religious obligation, 
let us be of one heart and mind. Let us live 
like brethren, not only among ourselves, but 
among other denominations. It is not long 
that we are to be together. We are fading 
like the flower of the field, and ought to bear 
in mind that death will soon lay our heads 
equally low in the dust, and the worms shall 
cover us. We glitter for a moment like the 
bubbles borne on the bosom of the ocean; 
they break and mingle again with the parent 
fountain. We toil and heap up wealth, pass 
like empty shadows over the plain and vanish 
forever I Generations, that covered the earth, 
are gone, and unremembered by the living. 
They strove to gather wealth and honors-- 
they met each other in the hostile field — rol- 
led garments in blood, bedewed the widow's 
and the orphan's cheek with tears, and filled 
their peaceful habitations with the voice of 
lamentation and wo. Thousands lived in 
clamors and discord, and one seemed destined 
to be oppressed by another. But the fields of 
war are still, the noise of battle is hushed, and 
the voice of lamentation and wo is heard no 
more! Hark! Aliis still as the chambers of 
eternal silence! Where are they.' In cha 
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shades of death ' Kind reader, this is the 
doom of us all ! And so it will soon be said 
•f you and me! Let us then be of one mind. 
Let us live like brethren. Let us not lay the 
cursed hand of oppression upon one another. 
Let us do good by visiting the fatherless in 
their afHiction and keeping ourselves un- 
spotted from the world. 

We have now considered the fact, that real 
felicity consists in mental pleasures and 
gratifications, and that these alone exalt 
our nature and capacity for happiness above 
the brute creation, and have directed your at- 
tention to virtue and peace as the only con- 
dition in which that happiness can be found. 
We have brought to view the propriety of 
being of one heart and mind towards each 
other in our families, in our religious so- 
cieties, in the community and in our national 
concerns. We have set before you the evils 
resulting from intemperance, and from pri- 
vate and political slander. 

We Will now, in the second place, take 
into consideration the negative and affirmative 
consequence resulting from them on the 
morals of the community so far as the causes 
leading to intemperanea and crime are con- 
cerned. 

Many discourses have been delivered, 
during the three past years, on intemperance 
pointing out its ruinous effects on the mor- 
als of society, while but few discourses have 
been put into the hands of the public pointing 
out the causes leading to this destructful 
vice, and those few have not in my humble 
opinion traced it to its true source. Much 
has also been said about intemperance lead- 
ing to crime, which in many respects is true. 
But all this is not coming to the fountain- 
head from whence these turbid streams flow* 
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We will take the liberty to differ on this sub- 
ject with nil that has as yet fiillen upon our 
ear, and iiidepeiKlentiy give our opinion, as 
to what wc conceive to ha the original cause 
from whence these baneful effects spring. 
We will endeavor to show that the poorer 
class of society are driven to intemperance mnd 
crime by the conduct of the rich {those whom 
the fashion of the world caUs respectable and 
great) yes, by the conduct of too many, who 
are even attempting to reform them* 

First, then we would remark; that man is 
a creature of want, which is t^e lirst cause 
of alt action. Had be no wants, he would 
never seek to supply them, either by honora^ 
ble or dishonorable means. To * this self-* 
evident proposition, all will without hesita* 
tion assent. We will now attend to our 
general character as a nation, for it will be* 
admitted, on all hands, that actions speak 
louder than words. As a nation, we enjoy 
much liberty; but luiblic opinion, either of a 
political or religious character, may become 
so popular as to erect itself into an engine of 
oppression, and so formidable, that many an 
honest man dare not di8sent,nor independeDtly 
raise his voice in defence of what be believes 
to be truth, but will tamelv submit himself a 
slave to the opinions and doctrines of others. 
This is probably the case with the greater 
proportion of the American people. 

Again, though we profess to value everj 
man by his integrity or moral wortli, yet it 
is a fact, that in conduct we make a man's 
reputation depend principally on his purse. 
I yield the point without controversy that in 
books, in news-papers, in preaching and in 
words, we profess to esteem a man and rate 
his standing in society by his integrity. Bu t 
what do words and books, and news^papers 
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and preaching amount to, while mankind in 
conduct practice right the contrary of all 
these ostentatious professions? They amount 
to nothing but hypocrisy, or ridiculous non- 
sense* Does a maii^s standing, in these 
days, depend on his conduct I By no means. 
Let us introduce an example. Suppose there 
were two' individuals of equal talents, and 
both possesised an equal education. Their, 
moral characters are the same. But one of 
them falls in possession of aft immense for- 
tune, while the other is poor indeed. Now 
wiir public conduct place them on an equality ? 
No. Will they both move in the same 
social circle ? No. Will they both be treated 
with the same politeness and attention by 
their neighbors? No. Should they propose 
a public measure for the^ood of the town, 
would the one be listened tOj with the same 
attention as the other ^ No. Would he pos- 
sess so much iniSuence in society? rfo. . 
Well, what can be assigned as the reason, 
why this rich man stands so far above the 
other in the puhlic opinion ^ Ans. Jt is be- 
cause his character is measured by the length 
of his purse, and the weight of his influence 
is determined hy'the weight of his gold. 

It is not a thing of rare occurrence, that 
the rich are thus distinguished from the poor, 
but it is a fact so notorious that it has Jong 
since passed into ^ proverb. This being' the 
course of conduct which . men practice, the 
impression has therefore become general that 
reputation, influence and power depend on 
wealth. Hence the srea^t inquiry, uppermost 
in every mind, is "now shall I ^et rich, so 
that I may stand high in the estimation of 
men, and e^i^ert a powerful influence in so- 
ciety, and be numbered - among those who 
move in the higher circles of life?" Conclu- 
ded in our next. 

8- 
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SERMON XVI. 

** Be of the tame mind one Jiowards another^ 
Mind not high things, hut condescend to men of 
low eTtiate.' ' — RomaBs xii : 1 2 < 

Even a man^ who is in many things un- 
principled, if he is at the same time wealthy, 
takes a station in the higher circles of life, 
where the poor, but honest man, wou^d not 
be admitted. This course of conduct is not 
only practised by what are called men of jth« 
world, but by professors of religion of abput 
all denominations, by both preachers and 
people. 

The middling, and the poor class, seeing 
no encouragement or even possibility, of 
rising so as to associate with those, who 
move in the higher circles of life, by any vir- 
tuous course of conduct they may pursue^ 
and sensible that wealth alone possesses the 
charm to give them virtue and notice in the 
world, they are thus driven to various, dis- 
honorable means to obtain it. Multitudes^ 
are driven to the crimes of counterfc^itipg, 
theft, and even robberv and piracy. They 
Gommence their wretched course, with the 
intention to abandon it, as soon as a compe- 
tent fortune is obtained. Other thousands 
are driven to gambling; and even those^ who 
are called respectable, take every possible 
advantage in trade and bargaining. Their 
pursuits are various, but their object is one 
and the same — ^viz: to gain wealth, so that 
they may obtain a high standing and inflji- 
ence in society Thousands, thus driven in- 
to crime, are detected, lose their reputation, 
and abandon thetoseltes to intemjierance. 
Their evil example has a pernicious influence 
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on the morals of those children and youth, 
who may, by various circumstances, be 
placed iu their society, and thus the pesti- 
lence, in all its frightful horrors, gathers 
force and spreads. 

There are thousands of virtuous persons, 
whom poverty excludes from the higher 
ranks' of life, who are doomed to seek the 
converse of those, who are in a measure 
corrupted, and, by associating with them on 

Eublic occasions, often in taverns and ale- 
ouses, are soon involved in habits of dissi- 
pation and obscenity. Man is a social being, 
loves society^ and, rather than spend his life 
In solitude, will seek the converse of the 
vicious. 

If we Would obey the injunction of the 
text-r-'^ Mind not high things, but condescend 
Co men of low estate,^ these evils would be 
in a great n^easure removed. If we, as a 
community, would strip away the fancied 
reputation, which w'ealtn attaches to the nu- 
man character, and, independent of property, 
place every Aian on an equal footing, accor- 
ding to their moral and mental worth, and 
let their power and influence in society, be 
according to their conduct, it would give a 
noble tone to public feeling and moral gran- 
deur. 

By the '* high things," mentioned in our 
text, we are to understand that vain popular- 
ity which one man wishes to enjoy above 
another, in a religious or political sense. It 
is one of the ruling passions of the day, in 
which we live, to be considered oif high 
standing among our fellow creatures, and to 
possess a larger share of influence over the 
minds and opinions of men, than those whom 
we consider our rivals. Those, who possess 
this desire j and at the same time feel a 
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haughty spirit towards those, whom they con* 
sider in the humble walks of life, are cer* 
tainly not the men, who are entitled to our 
esteem, nor are they to be looked up to, as 
examples of magnanimity. So far from pos- 
sessing true greatness of soul^ or bping enti- 
tled to veneration, they are certainly below 
those whom they affect to despise. A truly 

freat and good man has no desire to dazzle, 
ut to be useful in the world. He sees the 
miseries under which thousands groan^ and 
desires to relieve them, but wUh no wish -to 
be considered great for discharging those du- 
ties of kindness and humanity^ But it is a 
lamentable con3ideration, that too many, in 
performing those acts of mercy, seek to atand 
on an eminence above the crowd they wish to 
benefit, and proclaim their intentions to men 
through the loud sounding trun^pet of fame» 
but, at the same time, wiU not even stoop to 
converse with the very beiugs they profess 
such a warm desire to aid, EveiT thin^ 
must be done on a high scale, and in the 
manner they dictate, otherwise they have no 
wish it should be done at all. It is a matter 
of rej^ret, that this spirit, so desirous of 
minding high things, has been carried into 
the sanctuary — ^in fact, has been carried to 
the solemn gates' of death-^yes, even into 
eternity. 

We have witnessed what are commonly 
ealled " revivals of religion," in which two 
or more denominations united, 'apparently, 
heart and hand, ^hey publicly declared, 
that as they saw their lellow creatures ex- 
posed to the burning wrath of God in the fu- 
ture world, they had no motive in view, but 
their conversion and escape from that awful 
. doom — that it was, to them, a matter of in- 
difference with 'what church they united 
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themselves, provided, they would only repent 
and turn to God. All thispassed on well till 
the reformation ceased. The next thing, to 
be determined, was, what doctrine do you 
believe, and what church will you join? 
This was a trying point, and its settlement 
filled them with animosity towards each oth- 
er. And why? Because each desired the 
honor of converting them to their faith, and 
of bringing them into their church, or else, 
that they should not be converted at all. 
Though this had been done by some, yet it is 
no evidence, that all will do this, or even ap- 
prove it. There are those, who, we believe, 
are actuated by nobler motives in the cause of 
truth, and who are not aspiring to stand high, 
nor striving '^ who shall be greatest." One 
denomination has labored to assume the eur 
tire honor of reforming the public morals — 
has labored to become incorporated by an act 
of Legislature into an American Tempe- 
rance Society, and were unwilling to admit 
Universalists and Unitarians to co-operate 
with them in this work of reform. Tnis is 
but aspiring after high things, instead of 
manifesting the meek and lowly spirit of 
Christ. 

But we would more particularly remark 
that, it is this very course of conduct of any 
man, or class of men exalting themselves 
above others on account of their wealth, or 
external eircumstanees, that discourages the 
poor, who are not only called, but treated as 
the lower order of society, and drives thou- 
sands of them to the intoxicating cup, as a 
relief from the mortifications of povertv, and 
drives other thousands into crime, as the on- 
ly means to obtain that wealth by the on>- 
nipotence of which, they alone can rise to 
eminence, respectability and influence among 
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men. Preachers of the gospel, as well as 
others, give sanction by their conduct to these 
false notions of respectability and greatness. 
They will seek the society, and court the 
favor of the rich in preference to the poor, 
even though the latter noiay exceed the former 
in integrity and moral worth. This, we say, 
is the most powerful incentive to drive men 
into a state of encouragement, intemperance 
and crime. It is a fearful precipice on which 
we stand, as a religious community. Instead 
of estimating a man's standing* by his virtu- 
ous principles, it is too much estimated by 
his dollars. 

So did not Jesus Christ our sreat example. 
He mingled with the lowest class of society. 
He associated with, and visited most amoBg 
those he wished to reform, so that his meek, 
mild and heavenly example might exert a 
salutary influence upon their hearts, and cast 
a restraint upon their * conduct. He was a 
friend to publicans and sinners, and ate^ and 
drank witn them. He went among them, as 
a physician, to give them life and health, and 
to conduct them by encouragement and per- 
suasion to the paths of righteousness and 
peace. His presence was not needed among 
those who were whole. He was of course 
seldom found in their society. He did not 
desire to rank with the rieh, self-righteous 
pharisee. So ought those, who profess to 
be the servants of Christ, to go among them, 
who are most in need of their aid. " The 
servant is not above his Master." They 
ought, therefore, to condescend to men of 
low estate, and visit the abodes of poverty 
and want. 

But instead of this, they stand aloof, even 
from the respectable, because they are poor, 
and instead of visiting those, who indulge in 
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dissipation and vice^ and trying to lead tfiemr 
to the paths of virtue and peace, are heaping' 
opon them the most opprobrious epithets. 
By esteeming the rich and associating with 
theni, they practice a course of conduct,, 
which has rooted the-impression deep in eve- 
ry mind, that to be esteemed, and to rank 
with them in the social circle, they must be 
rich. This ha^ driven many a virtuous, man 
into crime, many into ba'S company, and 
finally into discouragement and intoxication. 
This, no one can deny. What,,we ask, is 
the reason, that there is ,so large a proportion 
of the. middle and lower class of society, 
compared with the rich, who indulge in 
crimes a.nd intemperance? Why is it, when 
misfortune falls upon the rich, that they, so 
often, resort to the intoxicating draught.^ 
The mystery can only be unriddled in the 
stubborn fact, tliat wealth, more than virtue, 
gives a man a reputation in the world, and 
this destructive ^ vice involves thousands in 
Tuin. 

ir eveiy man were assured that, be he rich 
fir poor, he could associate with those who are 
wealthy and respected, and move in the 
higher ranks of life, if he only maintained 
his integrity, and that he would be esteemed 
in proportion to his moi^al virtues and men- 
tal acquirements, every man would be in- 
duced to merit a good name; and their good 
opinion would operate as . a €onstant check 
upon his conduct. , Every man, by early at- 
tention" to his deportment, can become re- 
spectable, but every man cannot become 
wealthy. 

Did the rich esteem the poor, and admit 
them into their social circle solely on the 
ground of moral worth, there would he but 
little danger of these poor ever forfeiting. 
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tfaeir standing, by plunging into tbe floods of 
intemperance and crime. And did they re- 
ject from their circle the rich, who were . vi- 
cious until reformed — ^in fine, did they pnTy 
strip a way from wealth its fancied charm, to 
make them either respectable, or influential, 
did they confine it to its due limits, as being 
only necessary to satisfy our animal wants, 
add did they with one cousent declare . that 
an improved mind and virtuous worth should 
be the only criterion by which men should 
take their stations in social life, intemperance 
and crime would «oon cease. Men would 
then be as much engaged in striving to merit 
a fair reputation, as they are now in striving 
to <obtain wealth. It is, therefore, the con- 
duct of the great by falsely attaching char- 
acter and influence to wealth, that is driving 
their fellow creatures into crimes to obtain it^ 
and other thousands into discouragenient and 
intemperance. From this charge preachers 
are not exeinpt. They too respect, and visit 
the rich more than Che poor, and thus indi- 
rectly lend their influence to drive them from 
virtuous life to a course of dissipation and 
crime. And when once they get them there j 
then they wish to devise some great means 
to bring them back to the paths of sobriety 
apd virtue. Do thev endeavor to effect this, 
by ceasing to mind hieh things, and by conr 
descending to men of low estate? No — but 
instead of going among them, and taking thi^ 
unhappy class of our fellow creatures by the 
hand, and leading them by encouragement 
and persuasion to the paths of teniperanee 
and reformation, they have, in substance, 
Mid, "stand by thyself, I am holier than 
thou." They have minded high things, by 
placing themselves on an elevation above 
Xhem^ and mad^ them out to he worse than 
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murderers, thieves and robbers^ by ascribing' 
all the crimes, that are committed, to the use 
. : " of rum ! This has 'discouraged and exaspe- 
rated many, and made them, feel that refor- 
mation would be of no avail to raise, them to 
— - be the associates of those, who appeared so 
-' anxious to reform them. Their language 
- has, in substance, been^ — ^you must reform, 

- give us the credit, but must stand where, you 
-# are in the lower circles of life, obey our ex- 
' hortations, and look upto us as your bene- 

- factors, but you cannot expect to rjank with 
, • us, because you have no cash to introduce 

* yourselves into our circles. And as all men 
, I desire society, they have remained wjth their 
companions in iniquity. 

For any class of society to take a' station 
above othei*s, and endeavor to force men to 
■J abandt>n the cup by passing votes or enactiiig 
by-laws, that no spirits shall be sold them, is 
. i but exciting their rage, and causing the in- 
temperate to drink the more out pf revenge, 
5 and causing those, that are already tempe- 
j rate, to increase the quantity as an act of de- 
j fiance. . It is a fearful precipice on which we 
: Stand as a religious community. Estimating 

i a man's standing hi society by his immense 

wealth, or learned profession, rather than bV 
his integrity and virtue, is attended with tlie 
most dangerous circumstances, as we have 
already noticed. Men cannot be reformed by 
force, nor by declaiming what a low, mean, 
unworthy, degradecf part of the human race 
they are. 

There is too much pride in our world. 
We ought to bear in mind that death will 
soon lay our headd equally low in the dust, 
and " the worms shall cover us !" O the 
folly of human pretensions to greatness ! 
Let us not mind high things, but condescen d 
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to men of low estate. By preachers and 
people of all denominations obeying the ex- 
nortations of our text, mankind would, in a 
great measure, be restrained from crime, and 
certainly from beinff openly intemperate. If 
then, we sincerely desire to reform them, and 
to hold a powerful check upon their conduct, 
and prove ourselves the benefactors pf our 
race, let us begin the work, by adhering most 
scrupulously to our text, which exhorts us to 
he of the same mind one towards another, to 
miud not high things, but to condescend to 
men of low estate. 

It is the duty of preachers, in particular j 
to be meek and lowly in spirit — to be humble 
and watch over the moral maladies of man-" 
kind — ^to break down , the arro|^ant distinc- 
.«tiond, which the fashions and riches of the 
world have set up— to esteem men purely for 
their moral and mtellectual worth, indepen^^ 
dent of the gifls of fortune,, and to visit 
those, who are given to intemperance, and, 
by gentle persuasive measures, endeavor to 
lead them to habits of sobriety. And when 
this is effected, treat them according to that 
respect, Which their virtues .merit. God is 
kind to the evil and to the unthankful, and 
ought we to' be unkind to them? ' Heaven 
forbid. 

We have now set before you, what we 
conceive te b^ the principdi cau$e leading to 
intemperance, dishonesty , and crime. True, 
there may be some exceptions to this, but 
we iire conscious, that it is the conduct of 
those very men, who are declaiming against 
intemperance and crime , that first drives their 
fellow creatures into those deplorable haunts 
of vice. They do this indirectly, and per- 
haps innocently. They do it by giving too 
much reputation and influence to the wealthy 



135 

class of the coiiiniunity, by paying too mucll 
homage and respect to gold, and h^ withhold- 
ing, from the virtuous poor, that respect 
which their conduct merits. We cahnot set 
this truth before you hi a more forcible lights 
than by relating, from memory, an Anecdote 
of Dr, Franklin, with which we will con- 
clude. The rich merchants and professional 
men in Philadelphia proposed to form thcm- 
selyes into a social circle from which all me-^ 
ehanie» were to bo excluded. The paper^ 
drawn up for the purpose, was presented to 
pr» Franklin for his ingnature. On exam- 
ining its contents, he remarked that he could 
not consent to- unite his name inasmuch as 
by excluding mechanics from their circle, they 
had excluded God Almighty, who was thet 
greatest mechanic in th^e universe ! 
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'And h€ ye kind one to another, fender- 
hfiartedrforgi'oing one another, even as God for 
Christie sake hath forgivenyou* Ephesians iv. 32r 

A tender heart is the kind boon of heaven, 
and forgiyeness is a virtue too little exercised 
in the commo^n intercourse of life. Men are 
too apt to be in character Pharisees. They 
are too apt to love those that love thebi, and 
hate their enemies. . Retaliation is inconsis- 
tent with the spirit of the gospel, and is a 
vice deeply to be stigmatized and deprecated 
by all lovers of peace and morality. By re- 
taliation, we are to understand the injuring of 
another because he has injured us. This 
spirit of revenge betrays a contracted mind in. 
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which the (jeelings of compassion aiul forbear* 
ance nerer found a permanent abode. A 
mail of a peevish, irri^ble and revengeful 
temperament, is to be pitied, instead of being 
injured in return. By retaliating the evil he 
may have done, you involve yfturself in the 
same condition of meanness, and in your turn 
become the iajurer. . 

All those men, whose names are rendered 
iUustrions and immortal, have been distin- 
guished for a spirit of forbearance, kindness 
«nd mercy. Were there no examples of rash- 
ness — no failings and imperfections among 
men, there would, then, be no opportunity to 
distinguish ourselves by a spirit ef forgive- 
ness. God has so constituted the present ex- 
istence ef his creatures, that the perfections 
of his divine character might be manifested 
to them in the unchanging exercise of his pa-r 
ternal comp&ssion and forgiveness; and thus 
afford them an opportunity to imitate himself 
in the exercise of those exalted feelings, which 
©manate from heaven. 

We are not, however, to understand that 
tenderness of heart and forgiveness are to be 
exercised to the utter exclusion of thie princi- 
ples of honor and justice. If our children of- 
' fend, or our dearest earthly friend do wrong, 
we are 1:6 manifest the feelings of tenderness 
And forgiveness, but these ought not to induce 
us to overlook their crimes or faults, by re- 
maining silent in regard to their vices* This 
would be suffering our compassion to degen-, 
erate into weakness. It would in fact be 
hardness of heart. It Would betray a spirit 
ofindifTerence to their dearest interest, as by 
our silence, they might remain in blindness 
io the demerit of their deeds, and hurry on to 
the ruin of their reputation, and consequently, 
of their e%tthly 'happiness. True tenderness 
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of heart makes us watchful over the conduct 
of those we love, and with whom we are con- 
nected in life — moVes us to lay naked before 
them their faults, so that they may early cor- 
rect them, and thus inspires their hearts with 
tenderness, and prompts them to regard the 
happiness, feelings and welfare ofjothers. It 
is immaterial how near and dear your friend 
may be, you should, by the feelings of mercy, 
be induced to tell him his faults, however 
much it may wound his heart. The wise 
man says "the wounds of a friend are faith- 
ful; but the kisses of an enemy are deceit- 
ful." Too many parents, for want of deter- 
mination of character, and for suffering their 
compassion to degenerate into weakness and 
remaining blind to the faults of their children, 
have seen them come to some disgraceful 
end — a state prison , or even a gallows. This, 
instead of being true tenderness of heart, was 
infatuation and the worst species of hardness 
and insensibility to the welfare of their off- 
spring. On the other hand, we ought never 
to suffer a spirit of revengeful indignation to 
slumber in our bosoms, ready on every trival 
occasion to awake into resentment and retali- 
ation. In fine, we ought to imitate our God 
in feelings and conduct towards each other, 
as it is expressed in our text. But many sup- 
pose that God is filled with feelings of re- 
vengeful indignation towards his creat^res, 
and that the period is rolling on, when he 
will cease to be merciful, and will commence 
torturing us in the future world for the sins 
committed in this, and that too, when punish- 
ment can do no good to the sufferer — ^when 
reformation will be out of his reach. To 
torment a frail dependent creature, under 
such circumstances, would be the most de- 
grading species of revenge. And if this is the 
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conduct of God, then we must practice the 
same, because we are eonrynanded to imitate 
him. Our text says — "Be ye kind one to an- 
other, tender-hearted, forgiving one another; 
even as God for Christ's sake nath forgiven 
you." 

In this passaga, our Father in heaven is 
held up to the world as the mqdel of kindnes$ 
tenderness and forgiveness, that mortals are 
to imitate. God is the moral standard to 
which every bosom ought to aspire. The 
highest perfection and loveliness of man fall 
infinitely short of the intrinsic loveliness and 
divine perfections of Jehovah. 

If he is the standard of moral excellence 
which we are to imitate, then we must admit 
that the copy far exceeds the imitation. If 
man is called upon to act like God in order to 
improve his character and afifectionsjthen God 
is better than man, and every opposing ob- 
jection must, forever, fall to the ground. 
Perhaps it may be said, that all denomina- 
tions of men allow him to be so. This is not 
correct. It is true, they say this in so many 
words. But words are one thing, and what a 
doctrine involves is quite another, I might 
believe, and most rigidly maintain, that an 
earthly father had prepared a palace of com- 
fort for his five obedient children, and a fur- 
nace of fire to torture his ^ve disobedient 
children; and suppose he had dealt with his 
ten children as above stated; — with what pro- 
priety could I step before the public, and con- 
tend that he was the best man in America? 
Even were I persuaded, in my own mind,and 
firmly believed him to be the best man in ex- 
istence, would either my belief or acknowledg- 
ment make it a fact? No; every man of com- 
mon sense, and common humanity would 
think me deranged. My saying that he was 
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good, and even belleying him so, could not 
alter the awful reality, but would be an evi- 
dence of my want of ponsistency and proprie*^ 
ty. He would still be a bad unfeeling man, 
and in no comparitive sense so good as that 
father, who should punish his children in 
mercy, and ^for their future amendment and 
benefit. 

But what is all this conipared with the 
character that thousands aspribe to the God^ 
who rules above? It is no more than the drop 
to the unmeasured ocean; because those five 
children would soon cease to suffer; but God, 
they contend, will torture without mercy or 
end, millions on millions of his poor depen- 
dent creatures for the ^^3 of a short life! 
The most almndoned and unrelenting savage, 
that roams the Americao forest — ^the worst 
wretch in human form would not do this, 
but release, at length, tha sufferer from pain. 
And those,^who eoQtencl that God will not 
release, but on the contrary involve the vic- 
tim of his ire deeper in wo, attribute to him 
a character infinitely worse, than the most . 
cruel and degraded of our race, <ind no argu- 

. ment, to the contrary, can be for one moment 
maintained. If a man desire the holiness and 
happiness of all his fellow creatures, and 

• would bring them to a glorified state of beati- 
tude in heaven, had he the power, and still 
contends that God will not, it is elevating liis 
goodness far above the goodness of God. And 
forahy man to come forwardwith this acknowl- 
edgement on his lijbs, and yet address the 
benignant Parent or all, aiid, in prayer, ac- 
knowledge him to be the best of all beings, 
is only usins words .without propriety or 
meaning. There is no sense, no reason in 
such logic. It completely contradicts Itself, 
and what is contradictory cannot be ti'ue. 
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Would you save all men 0*om sia and its 
attendant misery if you could ^ yes, is the 
aqswer, I would, fend carry thera all in the 
arms pf unbounded benev;olence to plory. 
Well, has God the; power to do ijt? Yes, is 
th^ r^ply. ' But do you believe that he will 
e;rert ois power so as to accomplish it? No 
says the objector, I believe that he will sen- 
tence a large portion pfhis erringoffsprin^ 
to endless, ana inconceivable wo. v ery well; 
then you are' the best being of the two. • And 
it is a raelanclioly circumstance to these un- 
fortunate beings, that you are not on. the 
throne of the universe. If this be so, then bur 
text ovtght to be reversed. / God ought to 
copy your tenden>ess, and forgive men as you 
do ! We are certainly called upon to conform . 
our conduct to the best stanrlard, aud to im- 
itate the best being. If you aielhe best, then 
Gt)d and man ought to be called upon^ and 
entreated to imitate you I .No; s^ys the ob-- 
' jector, Gpd is. superlatively the best being in 
the univorQe.^ Yoi^ rnay talk, and tell m^ so, 
till the morning sun sinks beyond the western 
hills, and yet your creed will contradict every 
word you utter. What you have just ac- 
knowledged, unchang^bly stares you in the 
face. , You say, that you would forgive all, 
save them from sin^ and raise them to a bles- 
sed eternity, if you had the power. This 
power, you $ay, God possesses, and yet you 
-oelieve, Bind contend thai he will not do.it. 
It is certainly an unfortunate circumstance to 
the human family, if their Father in heayen 
is destitute of that goodness which you feel ! 
From whom did you receive all those com- 
passionate feelings of heart? Why says the 
objector, God gave them to me. But how 
can God give you what he has not himself? 
If you possess more benevolence than God, 
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you c5uld not hay« received it from liim; be* 
cause on this principal he did not have it in 
possession to give. Surely he could not qotn 
mupicate to you, or any other bein^, ^hathe 
did not originally possess. . Frbm what 
source, then, did you derive so much tender- , 
ness and love? There must^ certainly, be 
some being in the universe in whdse bosom 
is rooted as much benevolence and love as ' 
you feel, or how cbuldit have been com- 
municated to you from another? Now, 
where did you get it? God gav« it to me, 
says the objector. This cannot be^ because 
your doctrine proves^ that you have more 
love than tlie God who made you I If you in- 
sist that he has given it to you, has he not in 
such case,' given you more than he originMly 
possessed? He has. If so, endless misery 
may be true; for on thiis principle he has 
none left ! . 

The scriptures teach that •^God is love"; 
and all his works speak the same language- 
saying, "the *Lord IS good, and his mercies 
endure forever." But how good is he? The 
doctrine of endless wrath says, he is not as 

good as you. You ar« but a« small stream 
'om an infinite ocean of love; and yet this^ 
little stream is greater than the ocean from 
which it issues, and rises far above its foun- 
tain head* Can this be true? Impossible, 0, 
do you not perceive how your own feelings, 
which you daily experience, contradict your 
creed 1 You f^el, desire, and pray for ^he sal- 
vation ofiftll men, and if you had the power, . 
all your JIRingBJ pray era and desires would 
be carried tnto execution. And yet your doc- 
trine denies, that God, the fountain, in which 
all your affections origin ate, and live, will do 
it; — and at the same time you , say, that you 
have no love only what he gave you' What 
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inconsistencies, contradictions and* blindnessr 
are here 1 Man, a sna^l^drop; from the benev- 
olent fountain Goi, is willing to do, what the 

' 6ouix;e from whence h^ came is , unwijling to 
do I Then a drop of love, in Xhe human bos- 
oiijL, is morfe tended and benevolent than an 
ocean in the Cf fed, ivho placed i^ there J . 

We all Kiiow, that tlie fountain must be 
more extensive than the stream it sends forth 
*-.yea, larger, than all its rutmipg streams 
put together^ This We know to he correct, 
Wwdl as we knowi, that the sm enlightena 
the world, tet us .then collect theie Ijttlp 
streams ifjto one. Sring, if you plea.se> itito 
bile body, the love and benevolence of men 
arid augelsi, o/ cherubinii and serajpfhim — 
atretcfa ypur thought* to uhnumbered worlds, 
extract the love from countless bosoms, and 

' eondeUse the wtole .into '. one .btiing* How 
great, lovehr,« and ad6i;abl€,.woul4ythat crea- 
ture be I Then, let tie question b)& put 16 
hiin^— from whence did you derive all thbse 
iioble qualities of love, mercy aOd goodness*? 
He replies, j^o#»'wy Father GadJ NoW, w^ 
niusc grant, that God iR^r eisceeds him i^ good- 
ness, because, tiiis, noble creature. is • but an 
emanation from binfi-^and the; good' desires of 
this creature would he equal to the good de- 
sires of the eolintless millionspf mei;r and an- 
gels iiv all worids^^indc^uid have no other in- 
tentions oiily thoSe, whi<;b goodness And mer-, 
cy dictate— and goodness itself pari do noth- 
ing contrary to its own nature^ any mpfe than 
ice can burn of fer§ freeze. .•,'Thi^^reature 
, would desire the happiness of ,all( and yet 
(even ^e is but a small rivulet flowins from 
the^crystsil fountain of life; and beingT This 
creeiture would institute a govel'nment per^ 
f^cthf mercifid; and mercy would> of course, 

' require, thisit the disobedient should be pUn^* 



••• 



143 

ished to bring them to obedience, and perfect 
tbeni in the same state of glorification and 
love with that being itself. 

"God is /ove," aiid it, therefore, follows 
that he is love to every creature he has made, 
and it is utterly impossible that he can do any 
thing contrary to his own nature. "He can- 
not deny himself." He will, therefore, do 
all that love dictates. It is consistent with 
parental love to punish for the good of its 
offspring, but not to punish unmercifully. 
But inquires the objector, does God ))unish 
for the good of his creatures? We will let 
Paul settle this question — Heb. xii. chap. 
"For whom the Lord lovf th he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
But if ye be without chastisement, whereof a// 
are partakers, then are ye bastards and not 
sons. Furthermore, we have had fathers of 
our flesh which corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence; shall we not much rather he 
in subjection unto the Father of spirits and 
live.? For they verily for a few days chastened 
us after their own pleasure, but he for our 
profit that we might be partakers of his holi- 
ness. Now no chastening for the present 
seemeth to be joyous, but grievou^i never- 
thelese afterward it yieideth the peaceably 
fruit of righteousness unto them ^^^^ s**© C3t- 
ercised thereby." Now sh<Av us, if you 
can, any punishment which (?od inflicts, that 
contradicts his paternal goc^ness. It cannot 
be done. He has threatci<ied and inflicted 
everlasting punishment up^n nations, as such, 
but not a solitary pasa^i^e can be produced 
from Genesis to Revelations, where he has 
threatened any individual with everlasting 
punishment. 

God is the adorable fountain of all tender- 
ness, love, and conipassiou, and no mother's 

9 
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' sonl was imbued in the fount of mercy like 
hiH, who was ''the brightness of his glory and 
the express ininge of his perfections." True, 
her ^earninffs over the babe of her bosom are 
ffreat; still they bear but little comparison to 
him who breathed those feelings there. God 
compares himself to the mother. "Can a 
woman forget her sucking child"? Woman, 
being of a more delicate formation than man, 
possesses a mind susceptible of more fine, 
deep, and lasting impressions than his. The 
affections of her soul, when fully roused into 
action, and fixed upon their object, are deeper 
than those of man, extend far beyond the 
compass line of his, and nobly range those 
sequestered haunts — those delightful fields of 
mental felicity, where his finest affections 
never penetrated. Let her heart once become 
fixed upon its darling object, and it is imma- 
terial in what situation in life we contemplate 
her — whether prosperous or adverse, we be- 
hold th« same unshaken constancy, the same 
bright and burning flame. Her love to her 
children is pure as the dew-drops of the 
morning, high as the heavens and unchang- 
ing as the sun. It scorns dictation, bids de- 
fiance to oppression, and never for one mo- 
ment loses sight of its object. No disap- 
pointments that cross her path, no scenes of 
adverse fortutve that darken her sky, can 
wrench it from Ker grasp,obscure it from her 
vision, or tear assinder the silken cord, that 
binds it to her heait. 

The truth of these remarks we see verified 
in that unwearied vatchfulness and care, 
which she exercises ovm* her children in sup- 
plying their countless, axd ever varied little 
wants; in allaying their little griefs, in sooth- 
ing their tender hearts by the soft whispers 
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of encouragement and love; in hushing them 
to repose and in watcning over the slumbers 
of their pillow. Are her children exposed to 
danger, and full in her view? Then no de- 
vouring flame, that wraps her dwelling in des- 
truction — no rolling surges that lash the 
foaming main, can, in such a moment of 
peril, over-awe her spirit, or deter her from 
rushing into the very jaws of death to save 
them. Are they sick? Sleepless she sits be- 
side their bed, and watches every breath they 
draw. Are they racked with pain? Her soul 
inhales the pang; and freely drinks at the 
same fount of agony, and breathes over them 
the prayer of mercy. Love is that attribute 
in her nature to which all the others are sub- 
servient. It IS the shrine at which they all 
bow, the centre to which they all gravitate. 
If her children do wrong, she freely forgives. 
Has God given the mother all these noble 
affections, and does he feel less to his help- 
less, sinful and erring children? Let God 
answer — "Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compassion 
on the son of her wonib? yea, they may for- 
get, yet will not I forget thee " 

[Concluded in our next.] 
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SERMOX XTIII. 



**And he ye kind one to another, tender-heart- 
edt forgiving one another; even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you,*' Eph. iv. 32. 

In our last, we showd that the com- 
passion, tenderness, and love of our Father 
in heaven, are the origin of all the sublime 
affection^ in the human bosom, and from this 
acknowledged fact, have shown that he is in- 
finitely more regardful of the welfare of his 
ofTsprmg than the tender mother, with whom 
he compares himself, is of the welfare of her 
sucking child. We now resume the subject; 
Id our text, we are called upon to forgive 
one another, as God has forgiven us. In ex- 
amining this point, we are to be guided by 
what he has revealed. The question ^here 
arises, how many does God command us to 
forgive.^ He commands us to forgive att^ even 
our enemies. This then must be forgiving 
them as he does. He therefore forgives all. 
He commands us to bless them that curse us, 
and to pray for them that despitefnlly use us, 
and persecute us, that we may be the child- 
ren of our Father in heaven. Does God com- 
mand us to do more than he is willing to do 
himself? No, he lives up to his own com- 
mand. If God requires us to forgive, even as 
he does, and then commands us to love and 
forgive a//, then he loves, and forgives ally 
otherwise he would violate his own com- 
mand; and then there would he no resem- 
blance between his forgiveness and ours. 
Even as God, for Christ'!? sake hath forgiven 
you, so ought ye also to forgive one another. 
Would you forgive all, and bring them 
home to glory? Yes. Will God? No, says the 
objector, he will not forgive his eiremies» 
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but his friends only. Then you mu^t not for- 
give all. Do you ask why not? Because 
you are to forgive, even as God. He is the 
standard you are to imitate. - If you forgive 
more than God, you are better than he. He 
cannot command you to do different from 
himself. If God require you to love and for- 
give ally while he himself will forgive only a 
part, then God acts contrary to his own com- 
mand. We are exhorted in the text to be 
kind, tender-hearted and forgiving even as 
he is. Do your kindness, tenderness, and 
forgiveness extend to all, and desire the hap- 
piness of the universe? Yes. Then also does 
that of God, or else vou are, in every sense 
of the word, better than he. You differ from, 
instead of imitating God. If so, you are 
doing wrong, because you are violating the 
text. He commands vou to be kind, tender, 
and forgiving only as he is', — and you contend 
that his kindness, tenderness and forgiveness, 
extend to a part only, and that all the rest he 
will torture world without end. 

But, says the objector, God is now kind, 
tender, forgiving, and merciful to all; but ho 
will not be so, when thev enter eternity, for 
"the doors of mercy will then be shut." How 
do you know that? — who told you so? Will 
God change in some future day? If he 
change, be will not be the same being, he is 
now. i thought, he was the same yesterday, 
to-day, and forever, without variableness or 
even the shadow of turning. I thought he 
was the same Jehovah in all worlds. Do 
you intend to make him kind, tender, and 
forgiving here, but unkind, unforgiving, and 
hard-hearted to a part of his offspring here" 
after! If you intend to change both the na- 
ture and character of the Almighty in the 
future worlds then you and myself are don« 
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arguinf. That doctrine is, certainly, in a 
pitiful condition, which drives its advocate to 
the necessity of changing the Almighty wholly 
into another being to support it. '<God so 
loved the world, even when dead in tres- 
passes and sins," as to deliver up his Son to 
''taste death for every man.'' And being un- 
changeable, he could never hate them. In 
our text, God commands us to forgive as he 
has forgiven. How many does God forgive? 
Ans. as many as he commadns you to forgive. 
How many is that? Ally even your enemies-^ 
to bless and curse not 

We will now introduce the question — If 
God has not forgiven a man to-day, will he 
ever forgive him? I answer no, for he is un- 
changeable. We are too apt to think that 
our Creator is altogether such an one as our- 
selves — That he loves, one day, and hates 
the next — that he is in reality angry one hour, 
and pleased the next — or that he holds a 
grudge one moment and forgives the next, if 
we will only ask him to do so. But all such 
ideas are calculated for children — for bnbes 
in Christ. The Scriptures come down to the 
weakest capacity; but this is no reason, we 
should always continue children, but ri:«c in 
knowledge to the strength of manhood. We 
ought not to be. ''ever learning and never able 
to come to the knowledge of the truth." 
Paul said to his brethren " when for the time 
ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that 
one teach you" &c. "Wlien I was a child, 
I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child; but when I becatne a mani 
I put away childish things." 

The Scriptures are calculated for every ca- 
pacity — ^for a child as well as a philosopher. 
We must rise from one degree of glory to an- 
other. We are not to fasten our minds down 
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on the inventions of men, and live and die 
children. No — we must "forget the things 
that are behind, and reach forwahi to those 
that are before.*' A^ full grown men, we are 
not to suppose that the prayer of any mortal 
.•an move the Almighty to pardon him. But 
says the objector, if we sincerely ask God to 
do thus and so, he will certainly grant our 
request. Very well, admit tbi^ for a mo- 
men God, you say, will answer every «fn- 
cere prayer. Now suppose two armieis are 
to meet in battle, one irom France and the 
other from Holland. The hour when the en- 
gagement is to commence is precisely one 
month from to-morrow noon. Every individ- 
ual, of the two belligerent powers, is inform- 
ed of the, fact. ' Evenr day, there are millions 
of sincere prayers ofiered to God to give them 
the day. Holland, with one voice, prays.for 
victory and for the preservation of her sub- 
jects; and France, with united supplication, 
prays riglit. the Oontrary. How, we ask, are 
all those sincere opposing petitions to be ans- 
wered? Impossible. Again — One dienomi na- 
tion prays for the prosperity of its cause, and 
for tne destruction of ei'ror. And as each 
believes 'all others to be in error, of course, 
pray for their downfall.. If the Lord answer- 
ed their petitions, all denominations, of 
course, would fall I One man prays for rain, 
and another, that it ma^ not rain. If Grod 
answered all thes^ petitions, he would be as 
changeable, not as one man, but as the whole 
humf^n family together. 

As it respects God's pardoning the human 
race, I contend that this pardon existed from 
the beginning. Do^ not the Scriptures de- 
clare that God chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world f Yes, for "he calleth 
those things which be not as though they 
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were." Well, could we he chosen in Christ 
without being pardoned ? rfo, for the npQ»tle 
says, "he that is in Christ \a a new creature;" 
and, certainly, a man cannot be a new. crea- 
ture in Christ without being pardoned in the 
mind of Deity. It' then in the 'omniscient 
mind of God, to whom there ib rio future, 
they were chosen in Christ before tbe foun- 
dation of the world, then in, his mind, they 
must also have been pardoned before the 
worl^d began. God never does a new act. 
By pardon we are not to understand the 
clearing of a guilty man from deserved pun- 
ishment, but an entire debverance from ^ 
disposition to sin. The period, when we are 
to be released from sin, is through death, 
where the earthly nature, with all its. wants 
and. temptations to siiv,,fallS} And the heavenly 
nature rises in incorruption and glory 
through a resurrection from the dead. Is not 
this the day of redemption when we are set 
free? Yes, so saith the Scripture. Well ^do 
not redemption, remission, and forgiveness 
mean the same thing? TMpy do^ Then our 
pardon, remission or redemption will bo 
realized through death 4ind the resuiTection. 
We will produce the Scripturesi "In whom 
we have redemption through his bloody even 
the forgiveness of sins according to the richei^ 
of his grace," Here' forgiveness and re- 
demption are used synonymous, and are de- 
clared to be through the blood of Christ-^that 
is, through hjs death, as a sacrifice for sin. 
Sin cannotexist beyond the sacrifice designed 
to take it away.. He is represented as taking 
away the sin of the world under the figuiv of 
a Lamb, Sin will come to a finisli, under the 
first covenant, exactly where Christ said "it is 
finished," at which moment the vail, con- 
cealing the ''holy of holies,"* will be rent ia 
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twsio, and the second coyenAnt be opened^ 
If we step beyond what Christ has said, we 
may as well give up the Scriptures, and trust 
to our own vain imaginations. There sin 
will end; and that is aismission, pardon or 
redemption from it. ^'0 death ! where is thy 
sting? O gravel where is thy victorv? The 
th'ng- of death is sin, and the strength of sin 
is the law — but thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Now, here it is represented, that our vie-* 
tory, over sin and death, is when we rise to 
immortal glory. Our victory over sin is at 
the same instant with our victory over death; 
and who will deny that our victory over death 
will be at the resurrection ? The objector may 
•8 well deny our victory over death at the 
resurrection, as to deny our victory over sin 
at that period. The whole is said to be 
^'through Christ." He was our "forerunner" 
and "first fruits" to represent our condition 
there. When he expired, he was free from 
pain, and when he arose, he was free from 
temptation. So when we pass the same 
scene, we shall be like him, who is our "res- 
urrection and life," otherwise the harvest will 
not be like "the first fruits." 

God, then, pardoned the human race, in 
Christ, when he made them. How? Ans. 
by ordering their existence in such a manner, 
that they snould be freed from sin through 
death and the resurrection. That is the day 
of our final discharge — the day, when the 
prisoner shall be set free — the day, when our 
redemption shall come. But asks the objec- 
tor, are we not to realize our pardon in this 
world? Ans. only through faith in the reality. 
We look forward, and anchor our hope witn- 
n Xh9 veil <^f deatbi and enjoy our pardon, or 
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redemption, only by an eye of faith. This 
,* faith works by love and purifies the heart." 
It causes us, in a great measure, to break off 
our sins by righteousness. But this has no 
influence, whatever, ov«r the sins already 
coniinitted. For them, we must stiH continue 
to feel miserable. Punishment is certain^ 
From the siiis that are committed, we only 
enjoy our pardon or redemption from theni 
throu;?h faith in Christ the resurrection. 
Paul told the believers, that if there were no 
resurrection, their faith was vain, they were 
yet in their sins. This proves that they only 
enjoyed the pardon of their sins through faith 
in the resurrection, otherwise I see no force in 
his language. 

But inquires, the reader, why do you prnjr 
that God would pardon our sins? Ans. 1 do 
not pray to turn the Almighty from his will 
and purpose; but humbly trusC, that I spend 
my days in searching out what **lhat perfect 
will of God is," and then pray in reconcilia- 
tion to his revealed will. It is wicked to 
pray what we do not believe. "Whatsoever 
IS not of faith is sin." I believe that God 
pardoned us from the beginning, and that ^his 
pardon will be realized through death and the 
resurrection. And when I pray that God 
would pardon our sins, I mean that he would 
grant us an evidence of that pardon, which 
unchangeably existed in his eternal mind, by 
enlightening our understanding in the 
Scriptures of truth, and giving us correct 
views of his character as a Being of tender- 
ness and compassion to the children of men. 
So when we say, God has pardoned us, we 
do not mean that he has been moved by our 
petitions to do a new act; but that through 
the appointed means, he has so, far enlighten- 
ed our minds^ that we have received an evi* 
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dence of that pardon which existed with hmr 
from the beginning, and by faith we look 
forward, believing it will take place through 
death and the resurrection, as Christ ha» 
proved. By this faith we perceive the love 
of God, and break Off our sins by ri^hteous- 
Dess. But while in the flesH^ we feel a 
thorn — a hell of conscious guilt for the sins 
we have committed, and though the penitent 
may beseech God, that this messenger of 
satan, buffeting him, may depart frotn him,. 
yet the answer will be, "my grace is sufficient 
for thee." 

We now perceive how God. pardons sin,, 
and yet punishes us for it. The misery, sin 
brings upon us, is our just punishment, and 
to be released from it, by the free grace of 
God, through death and the resurrection^ is 
our pardon and redemption — For example — 
we say, in a doudy day, "the sun does not 
shine;'' but still he does. The clouds, just 
above our heads, prevent his rays from snin- 
ing upon us. The change is not in the sun. 
The clouds disperse, and we say^ "the sun 
shines," while in fact he is ever the' same. 
The Scriptures say, "our God is a sun." Efe 
is unchangeably the same in all his brilliant 
perfections, "Sin like a cloud, and trans- 
gression like a thick cloud," rise over themind, 
and darken the understanding. Through thb 
dark medium we look up to God, and tliink 
he has changed — ^that he is angry, and thun- 
ders are rolling from his hand, while in fact 
the whole change is in us. The moment our 
minds are enlightened by the beams of truth 
we rejoice, and say God has forgiven us. 
We receive an evidence of pardon, and enjoy 
it through faith, while God has remained un- 
<;bangeably the same. 

While W0 are ehi)dren in christiaBity, v^ 
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I 

Speak and act like children; and think if we 
join together, and pray ns loud its we can 
as thou<rh tlie Lord were "deiif, or all 
asleep or on a journey," that we can prevail, 
and make him do as we wish. And while 
we are childi'en, if we sin, we think the Lord 
is our enemy, and is angry. Now, this is all 
well enough for those whose f^^])erienee has 
l^one no further. We are not to ■**de8pise the 
day of small things," hut kindly receive'such 
an one as a habe, in Christ, and feed him with 
milk. But still it does appear to be a pity 
that thousands, under the gospel, shoukl live 
and die children. 

"Be ve kind one to another, tender-heart- 
ed, foi*giving one another, even as God fqr 
Christ's sake hath forgiven yQu." Now^ we 
are to forgive as God 4oes. How, is that? — 
To hold a grudge one day, and if they ask 
our pardon, to forgive thetn the next? No, 

• we must uniformly possess a kind^ tender- 
hearted, forgiving spirit, laying up nought 
against any one. . Forgiveness does not con- 
sist in laying up a- store of malice v and ven- 
geance, till our enemy come, and formally 
ask our forgiveness., No—he might never 
come, and then we could liever forgive him.^ 
We are commanded to love and forgive our 
enemies whether they ask it, or not. So did 
ourSivionr on the cross,and we are to exercise 
the same spirit of bene^volence and meekness. 

^ We must, as our context says — put away all 
malice, wrath, ^nd evil-speaking from a- 
niong us, and be kind, tender-hearted and for- 
giving. 

Our Fathe.r in heaven is the most lovely 
and adorable of all beings! Under the light of 
his character, every uncomfortable thought 
Vanishes, and the dawn of a blessed eternity 
h\xm$ upon us ill a flood of. glory. By faith 
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we penetrate the veil of immortality, and read 
our pardon, and justification in letters of 
blood. Within that veil, we anchor our hope. 
Faith triumphs over the ruins of death, 
smiles at the darkness of the tomb, and 
through Christ within, the hope of glory, bids 
defiance to the crushing hand of de:tth, and 
lights up its dreary mansions with the cheer- 
ing beams of innnortal day. 



SEIIMOX XIX. 

** For the time is come that judgment must 
begin at the house of God; and if it first begin 
at us, what shall the end be of them th'at obey^ 
not the gospel of God? And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and 

the sinner appear?** — 1 Peter iv: 17, 18. 

• 

Upon this passage, the believers in endless 
misery lean for the support of that sentiment, 
iind on many occasions it is quoted with an 
nir of triumph, as though the passage itself, 
without comment, were sufficient to silence 
all objections. Here they have one advan- 
tage of Universalists; and of this advantage 
they do not forget to avail themselves — viz: 
the prejudices of early education. But we 
sincerely call their application of this pas- 
sag^' in question, and shall stand forth in de- 
fence of the triumphs of Jesus Christ over 
all sin, and pain and death, fully believing 
that the hand of heaven '< shall wipe tears 
from off all faces." We will attempt to 
show, — 

First — Whht we are to understand hyjiUig-' 
mmt begianing at the house of God. 
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Second — ^Who were the rigkteotu, and in 
what sense they were seareely saved. 

Third — Show who were the ungodly y and 
where they appeared. 

First — \Vhat we are to understand byjudg" 
ment beginning at the house of God- Jesus 
Christ chose him twelve disciplea and com- 
menced the ffrent work the Father sent him 
to do. To them he discloseil many events, 
that God would in a futiite day brmg upon 
the world. He pointed them forwanl with 
more than human accuracy into the ap- 
proaching revolutions of time, and painted 
out in noon-day light those astonishing dfsas* 
ters that would one day burst like a thunder- 
clap on the thoughtless nations. He marked 
their certainty, and Warned them according- 
ly. Among the many things, that lay buri^ 
in the vista of future years, was the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. This was a point that 
most solemnly concerned the disciples of Je- 
ans. It was no less than the destruction of 
their nation. 

Christ was with his disciples in the temple » 
that splendid edifice which was forty and six 
years m building, and, in their presence and 
for the last time, addressed the stubborn 
Jews. He pointed out the many crimes of 
which they and their fathers had been guilty 
in shedding the blood of the prophets, and 
persecuting those who were sent unto them 
as the messengers of Jehovah. They had 
also made void the law of God through their 
traditions. While pointing out these things, 
and setting them home like a thunderbolt to 
their hearts, he pronounced them hypocrites, 
blind guides, devourers of widows' bouses, 
and declared that all the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth should be required of that 
g«ii«ratioa. While tehearsiog thesa tilings to 
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them, Jesus had a perfect view of all their 
approaching sufferings. Many of them were 
to be starved to death. He saiv by a pro- 
phetic eye the indulgent father and lond 
mother weeping; over their infant train, who 
were begging for bread, but no way to pro- 
cure it. Eleven hundred thousand he saw 
in a state of starvation, who were to fall by 
famine, sword and pestilence. He saw their 
cruel enemies surround the walls of their 
city, who would allow no sustenance to be 
given them, but determined to reduce them 
by hunger and sword to one common grave. 
AH these things, that were coming upon 
them, rushed at once upon the mind of the 
compassionate Redeemer of the world. The 
affecting scene moved so stronglv upon hift 
heavenly feelings, that he dropped the mel- 
ancholy subject and burst into a £ood of 
tears. He beheld the city and wept over 
it — "0 Jerusalem! Jerusalem! thou that 
killest the prophets and stonest them Which 
are sent unto thee, how oflen would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, but 
ye would not !" He then left the temple for 
the last time; but as he was departing from 
It, his disciples, astonished at his denuncia- 
tion, and regretting that such a niagnitcent 
edifice should be destroyed, exclaimed — "Mas- 
ter, see what manner of stones and what 
buildings are here! And he said unto them 
there shall not be left here one stone upon 
another that shall not be thrown down." The 
disciples immediately asked him saying, "cell 
us when shall these things be, and what shall 
be the sign of thy coming and of the end of 
the world"? By the end of the world we are 
to understand the end of the Jewish age. 
As they asked him the signs portending this 
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terrible destraction, so that they might know 
when it was nigh at hnnd^ he immediately 
proceeded to point them out, and warned 
them to flee to the mountains of Judea for 
safety. 

The signs are as follows — ^many false 
Christs should arise, there should be wars 
and rumors of wars, nation should rise 
''against nation, kingdom against kingdom, 
and there should be famines, pestilences and 
earthquakes in divers places. Then shall 
they (feliver you up to be afflicted, and shall 
kill you, and ye shall be hated of all nations 
for my name sake. Then shall there be 
great tribulation such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no nor 
ever shalUbe. The most prominent «%» he 
gave them, and one that more immediately 
concerned his disciples, was that they should 
deliver them up to be afflicted, and they 
should be brought before kings and governors 
for his name's sake. " But, (says Jesus) 
when they persecute you in one city, then 
flee ye to another." 

Christ gave his disciples plainly to under- 
stand, that when the Jews began their per- 
secutions against his followers, then the de- 
struction of Jjerusalera was nigh at hand. 
After giving these instructions to his disci- 
ples, he laid down his life, and on the third 
day he arose, triumphing over death and 
leading captivity captive. His disciples soon 
afler commenced the spread of the gospel of 
peace, and waived the banners of the cross 
over kings and subjects, calling upon them to 
bow to the reign of Jesus Christ, who was 
King of kings, and Lord of lords. They 
proclaimed a religion so contrary to the par- 
tial notions of the Jews and the tj'aditions of 
the Elders,' that it began at length to meet 
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with violent opposition. The disciples 
agreeably to the direction of Jesus fled for 
Siifety from city tu city, till the tumult nnd 
opput^itioti became general. Chriistianity 
gathered force and popularity so rapidly, that 
the Romans, it appears, gave permission to 
the Jews to imprison and take life. The 
disciples and christians had now no place of 
safety to flee to, from the gathering storm of 
persecution and death. Amidst these disas- 
trous scenes, Peter called to mind the warn- 
ings and signs his risen Lord had- pointed 
out as a solemn premonition that the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and of their persecutors, 
was nigh at hand, and in view of the ap- 
proaching calamity over which Jesus wept, 
Peter exclaims, '' The time is come that 
judgment must begin at the house of God, 
and if it begin first at us, what shall the end 
be of them that obey not the gospel of 
God?" Thus we see that what is meant by 
judgment beginning at the house of God, is 
persecution beginning at the chnstians^ which 
persecution was a sign to them that the de- 
struction of that nation was nigh at hand. 
The reader will perceive that what the apos- 
tle calls " house of God,'^ he afterwards calls 
" tM," in the same sentence, and must refer 
to the christians, who are in many scrip- 
tures called the house, temple, and huild- 
ing of God. [See Heb. iii: 6. £ph. ii: 
21, 22.] That the persecutions were stated 
by Christ as a sign of the impending judg- 
ment of God upon the Jews, is evident from 
the words of Paul, 2 Thess. i: 5, where he 
calls them " a manifest to^en of the righteous 
judgment of God" upon the unbelieving 
Jews, the persecutors ot* the christians. 

Seeond-^Jrho toere the righteous, and in 
what tense they were eeareely saved. The 
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righteousyfiienttoned in the 18th verse, Tnenn 
the same persons cnlloil " the house of God,^^ 
niul " iw," in verse I7th, anil has reference 
to those christians oiily, who lived previous 
to the destruction of the temple, nnd not to 
any christians that lived subsequent to that 
event,- much less does it refer to all the right- 
eous that have ever existed or shall here»'.fter 
exist, as common opinion asserts. 

Under tbis head, we were also to show in 
what sense these righteous were scarcely 
saved. It could not mean that their salvation 
in the fliture world was scarce or uncertain; 
for it is certain in the counsels of God, ancl 
in all things well ordered and sure. He has 
given to his Son the heathen for an inherit- 
ance and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
a possession. And all that the Father hath 
given him shall come unto him, and he will 
raise them up at the last day. He is mighty 
to save to the uttermost all that come 
tmto God by him; and no one will deny that 
the righteous come unto him. How then 
can their eternal salvation be denominated 
scarce! Impossible. How then are the 
^scriptures to be reconciled with our textj 
when they declare eternal life to be the gift 
of God — that we are saved by grace — that 
help is laid upon one mighty to save — that 
his arm is not shortened that it cannot save; 
and that the power of God is to be exerted 
at the resurrection in making them equal un- 
to the angels.' The answer is easily given — 
our text has no reference whatever to the 
immortal world, to a judgment at the end of 
time, nor to the final condition of the human 
family; but simply refers to the narrow 
escape of the christians from the destruction 
of Jerusalem, when they fled with their lives 
In their hands to the mountains of Ju^ea for 
safety. 
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In the 24tb« ehapjter of Matthew Jesus 
clearJy describes the dreadful scene. He 
says — " Then let them which be in Judea 
flee into the mountains. Let him which is 
on 'the house-top not come down to take any 
thing out of his house. A^d woe unto them 
that are with child and to them that give 
suck in those days!" [Why? Because they 
could not remain in the mountains during the 
period that the city was besieged bjft the Ro- 
mans.] " But pray ye that your flight be not 
in the winter neither on the Sabbath day." 
[Why? Because in the winter you would 
perish with cold — and if your flight from the 
city be on . the Sabbath day, the Jews will 
stone you to death for travelling more than 
three miles.] " For there shgll be great trib- 
ulation, such as was not since the beginning 
of the world to this time, lio, nor ever shall 
be. And except those days should be short- 
ened there should no flesh be saved;" [Saved 
from what? Ans. from death.] " but for 
the elect's sake those days shall be shorten- 
ed." That is, for the sake of the christians 
who fled to the mountains, God shortened 
the days of the siege. Let us hear Dr. 
Adam Clarke, a Methodist Commentator, on 
this — " Joseph us computes the number of 
those who perished in the siege at eleven 
hundred thousand, besides those who were 
slain in other places; and if the Romans had 
gone on destroying in this manner, the whole 
nation of the ' Jews would in a short time 
have been entirely extirpated; but for the 
sake of the elect, tbe Jews^ that they might 
not be utterly destroyed, and for the chris- 
tians particularly, the days were shortened. 
These partly through the fury of the zealots 
on the one hand, and the hatred of the Ro- 
mans on the other; and partly through the 
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difficulty of subsisting in the mountains with- 
out houses or provisions, would in all proba- 
bility, have allbeeu destroyedjcither by sword 
or famine, if the days had not been short- 
ened." 

Let us hear Clarke explain how these 
christians were scarcely saved. " But he 
that shall endure unto the end, the same shalJ 
be saved." "It is very remarkable that not 
a single christian perished in the destrxiction 
of Jerusalem, though there were many there 
when Cestius Gallus invested the city; and 
had he persevered in the siege, he would 
soon have rendered himself master of it; but 
when he unexpectedly and unaccountably 
raised the seige, the christians took that op- 
portunity to escape." Clarke says " unto 
the end^* means " to the destruction of the 
Jewish polity." Therefore wheu Peter 
says, the righteous are scarcely savvd, he had 
reference to the dreadful judgment whicb 
was coming upon " the wicked and ungodly" 
inhabitants of Jerusalem for shedding the 
blood of the righteous, and from this destruc- 
tion the christians escaped with their lives in 
their hands to the mountains of Judea for 
safety as Jesus had directed them.. They but 
just escaped — they were scarcely sHved. 

The christians also suffered persecution 
from the Jews; and Peter draw&this inference 
from it — If we, who obey the gospel of God, 
have to endure so many persecutions from 
the Jews — if this judgment begins at us, 
us, how much sorer punishment will our en- 
emies have to endure, who obey not the gos- 
pel of God? And if we the righteous are 
scarcely saved from this long-predicted de- 
struction, vhere will the ungodJy and the 
sinner appear ? But how did Peter know that 
it was at hand ? Becaitse the persecutions, 



163 

•which Jesus had given them as a " Mgn" or 
^* token^^ Jiad then commenced at the house 
'of God. The reader will now perceive that 
Peter was not speaking of a judgment at the 
'^nd of time, because the judginent of which 
'he was speaking had then commenced — "^Tht 
time is come," Neither was he speaking of 
<:hristians generally, nor of salvation in the 
future world; but of those christians only 
who lived previous to the destruction of the 
Jewish polity, and of their being saved with 
difficulty by watching the signs and fleeing to 
the mountains of Judea as Jesus had fore- 
warned them. 

Luke records the language of Christ more 
plainly to be comprehended than that of 
Matthew. "In your, patience possess ye 
your souls. And when ye shall see Jerusa- 
lem encompassed with armies, then know 
that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then 
let them which be in Judea flee into the 
mountains, an^ let them which are in the 
midst of it depart out," &c. We should be 
led to suppose that, after the walls of the city 
were surrounded by an army, it would then 
iiave been too late for the christians to save 
themselves. 'But Christ as a prophet knew 
that Cestius Gallus would raise the siege, and 
fall back to make preparations for a more de- 
cisive attack, and thus afford the christians 
an opportunity to escape. It is evident to 
every candid reader that Luke expresses in 
chap. 21st, all that Matthew dpes in chap. 
^4th and 25th.- And that Luke does not re- 
fer to a judgment at the end of time is certain 
from the manner in which he concludes, 
which is i|s follows: "And take heed lest at 
any time' your hearts be overcharged with 
^ui'feiting and drunkenness, and tlbe cares of 
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this life, and so that day come upon you una- 
wares * * « Watch ye, therefore, and pray 
always that ye rnay be accounted worthy to 
escape all these things that shall come to pass 
and to stand before the Son of man'»" Here 
we perceive that not the least allusion is 
made to a judgment at the end of time; be- 
cause there would be no propriety in warn- 
ing his disciples not to be drunk or nver- 
elwrged with the cares of life at a judgment 
day thousands of years afler their death. 
The day when the christians were " to stand 
before the Son of man" was at the destruc- 
tion of the Jewish polity^ and it was to take 
place in the life time of some of the disci- 
ples. Christ says, " there be sonie standing 
here {that shall not taste o f death till they 
see the Son of mati coming in his kingdom.*' 
The day of Christ was therefore at hand, 
and the apostles were warned to keep it in 
view, and watch the signs that were to pre- 
cede it. Pe|:er was faithful to these warn- 
itigs, and when he saw the signs, presaging 
its near approach, he exclaimed — " The time 
M cowe," &c. This was. the day of tribu- 
lation, when the christians were scarcely ' 
saved from the dreadful fate that overtook 
their ov^n countrymen, who remained blind 
till the things that made for their peace as a 
nation were hidden from their eyes. 
Concladed in our next. 
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SERMOX XX. 

*< For the time is come that judgment mitst 
begin at the house of God; and if it first begin 
at us, what shall the end be of them that obey 
not the gospel of God? And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved^ where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear?" 1 Peter h: 17, 18. 

In our last, we have attended to the first 
two divisions of our subject — ^viz: what we 
were to underssand by judgment beginning 
at the house of God, and who were the right-> 
eous, and in what sense they were scarcely 
saved. We now invite the attention of the 
reader to the remaining division of the sub- 
ject. • Third — who were the w^odly, and 
where they appeared. By the ungodly and 
the sinner, we are to understand the unbe- 
lieving Jews, tl^e murderers of Christ and 
the persecutors of his followers. It has ex- 
elusive reference to them and not to the wnr 
godly who lived subsequent to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, ipuch less does it refer to all 
the wicked that have ever existed, or shall ' 
hereafler exist, as common opinion asserts. 
This needs no further explanation. 

Under this head, we were also to show 
\shere the ungodly and the sinner appeared. 
We have already had occasion to state, that 
Peter in our text refers to the destruction 
coming upon the Jews. The time was come 
when that judgment of persecution, which 
began at the christians, was to be returned 
upon the heads of their persecutors in seven 
fotd vengeance and sunering. Their city 
and nation were to be destroved, and their 
magnificent temple, where their devotions 
were ofiered^ was to %q laid even with the 
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ground. Not one stone was to be left upon 
another, but the whole become one general 
heap of ruins. Then according to the pre- 
diction of JesuS) was there to " be great tri- 
bulation, such as was not since the beginning 
of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 
be." Then was *' wrath to come upon them 
to the uttermost.'* Then Avas he to " take 
vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Then were " the children of the 
kingdom to be cast out into outer darkness 
where there was wailing and gnashing of 
teeth." Then, as a nation, were '•' they to 
go away into everlasting punishment;" for 
" these were the days of vengeance when all 
things, that were v/ritten, might be fulfilled," 
and '' all the righteous blood shed upon the 
earth, from the blood of Abel to the blood of 
Zacharias, should come upon that genera- 
tion." 

Titus led the Roman avm;^ against them, 
surrounded the walls of the city on the day 
of the Passover, where & great part of the 
Jewish nation were then assembled, and to 
which others had fled for refuge, being driven 
by the terror of his arms like chaff before the 
whirl-wind. Here they appeared! Hus- 
bands and wives, parents and children, broth- 
ers and sisters, (one promiscuous throng) 
were gazing in breathless solicitude, while con- 
sternation and dismay were depicted in, every 
countenance, and fearful expectation perva- 
ded every bosom * Death, a long lingering 
death, was gathering around them in all its 
horrors! Old men and young, maidens, 
matrons and little children poured forth their 
lamentations to heaven, invoking the protec- 
tion, of the God of Israel. But, alas! "the 
things, that made for their peace (as Jesus 
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forewarned them) were hidden from their 
eyes !" Their hour was come, and the trium- 
phant shouts of t-be enemy were heard around 
their stubborn walls, which (massy as they 
were) dropped to the ground under the sub- 
duing power of the battering-rams of war. 
With these massive engines of destruction, 
they laid the two fii'st walls in ruin ! But the 
third and last wall it| was not in the power 
of the enemy to gain. The Jews fought 
with desperation, and by valiant exertions 
kept the enemy at bay, and for a while 
seemed to triumph in the fond hope of victo- 
ry over the foe. The Roman army was 
driven to great extrepiity, and even to* hesi- 
tation, while many of their most valiant men 
fell in action y and impending victory seemed 
to bang doubtful. In this moment of sus- 
pense, they came to a determination to 
make no further attack upon the city, 
but guard it^und reduce its inhabitants to 
submission by famine. All supplies were 
accordingly cut off, and every avenue blocked 
up by the vigilant Romans. In addition to 
this, intestine divisions, civil wars and pesti- 
lence raged within the wails of the city. 
Having no employment in fighting the ene- 
my, they fell to butchering each other, 
.These things proved their ruin, and their na- 
tional sun went down in blood. Every day 
thousands closed their eyes in death through 
famine and pestilence; and thousands by en- 
deavoring to escape to the enemy and sur- 
render tlremselves up as prisoners for safety 
and protection, were either cut down by the 
Roman sword, or met the same fate from 
their own countrymen. Here they appeared ! 
All hopes of life cut off, nothing presented 
itself to their view, to- end their woes, but the 
certain prospect of an untimely tomb ! Fa- 
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thers, niotbem) brothers^ sisters, gazing upon 
each other in silent expectation, sa^ death 
gradually advancing in all its horrors. They 
were driven Xo the most dreadful extremities, 
until (as Josephus informs us) " they de- 
voured whatever came in their way; mice, 
ratSj serpents, lizards^ even to the spider"--- 
and lastly mothers were driven to eat the 
flesh of their own children ! Here were la- 
mentation and wo indeed !— such tribulation 
as our Saviour says never was, and never 
will be. In imagination the mind runs back 
to the period, and to the fatal spot. It sur«* 
veys the painful scene, characterized by 
nought but moral and physical woes — mad- 
ness and revenge, cruelty and carnage, pes- 
tilence and famine, and all the mingled hor- 
rors of war ! It surveys the starving child 
clinging to the maternal bosom for help and 
protection, but alas! that bosom becomes its 
grave. Here the ungodly and the sinner ap- 
peared in deep despair f Unfeeling mortal, 
do you say that their punishment and suffer- 
ings were not sufficiently great, without ad- 
ding that of immortal pain in the future 
world.** Ai*e you not satisfied without argu- 
ing that they ought to suffer endless misery 
jn addition to their woes.^ Look with an 
"unjaundiced eye over this scene of distress; 
and. as you gaze let justice (if not compas- 
iSion) once more take the throne of the heart, 
and then pronounce the shocking sentence of 
your creed if you can. . 

That their sufferings were overwhelming 
is evident from scripture as well as from 
history. In Lam. iv. the prophet Jeremiah 
says — " The hands of the pitiful women have 
sodden their own children, they were their 
meat in the destruction of the daughter of my 
people." In Lev. xxvi. Moses describes 
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their safFerings as follows — " And I wilt 
bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge 
the quarrel of my covenant; and when ye 
are gathered together within your cities, I 
will send the pestilence aniong you^ that 
shall make you few in number; and ye 
shall be delivered into the hand of the ene- 
my. And when I have broken the staff of 
your bread, ten women shall bake your bread 
in one oven, and they shall deliver you your 
bread again by weight; and ye shall eat and 
not be satisfied. And if ye will not for all 
this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unta 
me; the« I will walk contrary unto you also 
lU fury; and I, even I, will chastise you seven 
times for your sins. And ye shall eat the 
flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your 
daughters shall ye eat." This did come 
upon the sinner and the ungodly, and it wa» 
" according to their sins." Moses, Jere- 
miah and Jesus spake particularly of the 
sufferings of the Jews in the destruction of 
their city, and they all agree in concluding 
their chapters. Moses in conclusion says, 
" and they shall accept of the punishment of 
their iniquities, even because they despised 
my judgments, and because their soul ab- 
horred my statutes > and yet for all that I 
will not cast them away, neither will I ab- 
hor them to destroy them utterly and to break 
my covenant with them, for 1 am the Lord 
their God." And Jeremiah, afYer describing 
their sufferings in the 4th chapter of La- 
mentations, concludes with these words — 
" The punishment of thine iniquity is ac- 
complished, O daughter of Zion," &c. And 
Jesus, after denouncing upon them the judg- 
nrients of heaven in Matt, xxiii. concludes thus : 
" For I say unto you, ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall say, blessed is he that 
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Cometh in the name of the Lord." Thus we 
see that they agree in testifying to the same 
faet, that the punishment of the ungodly and 
the sinner, which mean> no other than the 
Jewish nation in their overthrow and disper- 
flion as we have already noticed, shall ena. 

I see therefore no arguments, that can be 
drawn from our text, to prove a future judg- 
ment or endless misery in the immortal 
world. If the objector can see a shadow of 
evidence in this passage to support such a 
sentiment, yet I must frankly acknowledge 
that, for myself, I cannot. There is certainly 
no word in the text, that has the most distant 
allusion to the final condition of man. The 
judgment began at the apostles and chris- 
tians. But is the " last judgmenV^ to begin . 
at them? Certainly not. But admit that it 
is; we would further inquire, did the last 
judgment begin as early as the days of Peter .^ 
Imposssible. Then he could certainly not 
have had any allusion to such a day, for he 
exclaims ^^the time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God." Here the 
judgment to which he refers had commenced, 
or at least the signs portending it had com- 
menced, and it was to end upon the ungodly 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. This fact is evi- 
dent from the context — " Beloved, think it 
not strange concerning the fiery U*ial which is 
to try you, as though some strange thing had 
happened unto you; but rejoice, masmuch as 
ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that 
when his glory shall be revealed ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy." From this 
quotation there can arise no misapprehension 
as to Peter's application of the text, nor of 
the persons it involves. They were the per- 
secutors of the christians, and no one will 
dispute that these were the Jews. 
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If then this judgment was at hand, it can* 
not of course refer to a period at the end of 
time; and it is in this case equally certain, 
that the scarce salvation of the christians can 
have no reference to the immortal world. 
These facts bein^ irresistible, the argument 
must be wholly given up that " the ungodly 
and the sinner" were to appear in a state of 
inconceivable torment beyond the grave, be- 
cause the condition of " the ungodly" stands 
in contrast with the scarce scUvation of the 
righteous, and this salvation or deliverance 
wds to be in a day nigh at hand, and fronri a 
tribulation or judgment in which their adver- 
saries and persecutors were to be involved, 
and the signs, by which the apostle iwas ad- 
monish0d of its proximity, had already a^ 
peared when he wrote the words of our text. 
The meaning of his words, I h^upibly con- 
ceive, is simply this — The time is come when 
the persecutions, predicted by Christ as a 
sign of the approaching destruction of Jeru- 
salem, must begin at us. And if we the 
righteous who are innocent, have to endure 
so many " fiery trials," what will the dread- 
ful punishment be of our disobedient perse-^ 
cutors? And if we are scarcely saved from 
this impending destruction, by neeing to the 
moun tarns of Judea, where will our thought- 
less and sinful nation appear? We have en- 
deavored to show you where they appeared — 
have pointed out the narrow escape of the 
christians, who were " scarcely saved," and 
refered you to the signs by which Peter 
knew this judgment was at hand. It is 
therefore unnecessary to offer any thing fur- 
ther in defence of our views, m the text is, 
no doubt, plainly understood, by every reader. 

We close this discourse by noticing one 
vei7 common objection ^ made by our reli- 
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^lOQS opposersj to our application of seve- 
ral scriptures. I do this, because I am .not 
aware that it has been done by any Uniyer- 
salist as a designed answer to the objection. 
The substance of the objection is this: — 
There is not a passage in the New Testament 
^hich speaks of a day of judgment, of the 
^nd of tne world and of the coming of Christ, 
but what Universalists apply to the destruction 
of Jerusalem. Then^ th^ contend, " every 
man was rewarded according to his works," 
consequently all svhsequefit nations are not to 
be rewarded, nor are they to experience a dav 
of judgment. In reply to this objection I 
Would remark, that we are not answerable for 
the many passages which the Saviour and his 
apostles applied to that event. But if we 
make a wrong applioation of any ficripturcj^ 
why do notour opposers point out the error? 
We will now show why the apostles wrote so 
much in reference to that period. They do 
not so frequently speak of that event merely 
on accpunt of t))e destruction of their temple 
citjT and nation, (though that might justify 
their frequent reeurrenee to it) but there 
were circumstances of a more imposing and 
momentous character to attract their attention 
to that catastrophe. These were the abro- 
gation of the Mosaic rituals and the intro- 
duction of a new orde^of things by Jesus 
Christ of whom Mosif an5 the prophets 
wrote. This was a period when every chris- 
tian was to be delivered from the persecution 
of the Jews, and the spread of the gospel 
was to be retarded no longer by their opposi- 
tion. The Jews as a nation were to be pun- 
ished for their^eeds of blood, and that spirit- 
ual reign or iudgmenti^ommence which should 
pass upon all subsequent generations of men, 
rewarding every man according to his works. 
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The gospel reign is called " the judgment of 
the world^' by Jesiis Christ, in the same sense 
that Moses jvidged the world two thousand 
years by the law. Jesus says, " Think not 
that I will accuse you to the Father, for there 
is one that judgeth you even Moses in whom 
ye trust." From this it is evident that Moses 
was then judnfing the Jews. But this cove- 
nant was abolished at the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. Paul says, "he taketh away the 
first that he may establish the second.^^ The 
word of God, in this covenant, is spiritual 
and sharper than any two-edged swoi*d — it is 
a discerner of the thoug^hts and intents of the 
heart, while that of Moses was outward, and 
took cognizance of the conduct only. The 
objections of our opposers are therefore un*- 
sound. And though we apply those passa- 
ges, which S[>eak of a judgment, to the de- 
struction of the Jews^ yet that judgment or 
reign of Christ which then commenced, is 
yet going on, and will continue till all are 
subdued to himself. He then came in his 
kingdom, and will cojitinue to reward every 
man according to his deeds till his kingdom 
ends. So we this day experience the eflfects 
of his coming, and of his judgment or reign, 
and are justi^ed or condeinned according as 
we embrace or reject the words of everlasting 
life. We see therefore the propriety of the 
apostles dwelling so much upon that great 
«vent, which should witness the passing away 
of the types and shadows and the' estab- 
lishment of the gpdpel of Jesus Christ. 
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SERMON XXI. 

*'For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all he made alive.** 1 Cor. xv. 20. 

The death and resurrection of all mankind 
are a theme of no ordinary moment, and have 
given birth to maqy theories and speculations 
among the advocates of Christianity. The 
common opinion is that one portion of our 
race will be raised to immortal life and glory 
in the future world, and the other to immortal 
damnation and dishonor's—that at the same 
instant the living will be changed and that 
the whole human family will, in this con- 
dition, be arraig^ed before the "Judge of 
quick and dead,'' and receive their irrrevoca- 
ble sentence for endless joy or endless wo. 
Others believe, iii opposition to these limited 
views of the divine character, that the resur^ 
reetion is the closing scene of the great plan 
of salvation, and that no judgment is tosuc^ 
ceed it. This resurrection, they believe, will 
introduce the numerous posterity of Adam in- 
to the same condition of immortal glory and 
honor, being made, by the power of God, 
"equal unto the angels^ and be the children 
of God being the children oif the resurrection." 
As to the jiidgment day^ they do not believe, 
that the whole human family will be congre- 
gated in one amazing throng at one period of 
time, but that the judgment of the world, by 
Jesus Christ, commenced at the destruction 
of Jerusalem, when the Mosaic dispensation, 
with all its imposing rituals, passed away, 
and th&t this judgment, or in other words, this 
gospel reign of Christ, is still progressing, and 
will completely terminate before the resurrec- 
tion takes place. Notwithstanding this view 
of the day of judgment, yet they suppose that 
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the resun*ecHon day is a designated period 
when the cerement of the dead shall -burst, 
and all the slumbering nations, simultaneous- 
ly, start up from their beds of clay, the living 
at the same instant be changed to immortal 
beings, and this countless throng, in one un- 
broken strain, shout — *'0 death! where is 
thy sting? O grave! where is thy victory"? 

l^hough this sjcene would be full, and immor- 
tally sublime, and disclose a grandeur which 
a seraph's eloquence never can describe, yet 
I take the liberty to dissent from this long 
and fondlv cherished opinion, and will hum- 
bly ende^or to present you my views on the 
immort^ resurrection of the human dead. 
The ideas I have advanced in my sermons on 
the new birth, require me to do this. And 
no one has more occasion to rejoice than my- 
self, that we are bound by no creeds, and that 
the preachers of our order encourage and 
cherish free investigation. Among such able 
and benevolent theologians, I feel conscious, 
if I err, that they will endeavor, in the spirit 
of meekness, to set me right. I therefore 
hold no one responsible for the ideas I am 
now about to advance. I am by no means in 
favor of new theories built upon mere human 
speculations, nor do I deem it an enviable 
task to make innovations on the long and uni- 
versally established opinions of the christian 
community. I shall simply appeal to the 
scriptures to sustain me in my present ex- 
position, and by that standard I am willing 
my views should be tried, for by that alone, 
they must ultimately stand or fall. 

From the text we have selected, it might, 
perhaps, be expected, that we should proceed 
to prove the iinal holiness and happiness of 
the human fkmWy by showing, that he who is 
"made alive in Christ is a new creature'*; 
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bat as this has, heretofore, been done so often 
and so ably, we shall confine our attention^ 
principally, to the different scripture accounts 
of the resurrection of the dead, and endeavor 
to ascertain whether it is, indeed, to take 
place at the end of time and he general, or 
whether it is continually - transpiring as 
gradual as the successive deaths of our race 
in Adam. 

And here I would distinctly remark, that 
the dead are represented as being raised at 
the coming of Christ. This is admitted and 
believed by all. But where, I ask. is there in 
the Book of God one passage to prove any 
coming of Christ after the destruction of the 
Jewish polity when he commenced his gos- 
pel reign, called the judgment of the world? 
This was his second comings but where is 
there a scrap of scripture to prove his third 
coming at the end of time? For one, I have 
searched in vain for such testimony. That 
Christ came in his kingdom, during the life 
time of the persons he addressed, and then 
commenced the judgn^ent of the world, is cer- 
tain. This is not) however, admitted to be 
that coming of Christ when the dead will be 
raised immortal. Where then is revealed 
that third coming of our Lord, at the end of 
time, to raise the dead? I think it will be an 
unsuccessful task for any man to search it out 
and bring it forward. 

I would not be understood to say, that no 
destruction will attend this earth. On the 
contrary philosophy seems to warrant the 
idea. But the scriptures no not, in my ap- 
prehension, reveal such a catastrophe, nor a 
third coming of Christ, nor a general resur- 
rection at that period. The reader may, per- 
haps, here inquire whether the scriptures do 
not clearly describe the resurrection of all 
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mankind to be at one instant of time? I ans- 
wer, no more than they describe the judg- 
ment of all mankind to be at the same instant. 
But, says the reader, the resurrection is to be 
at the coining of Christ, which must be at 
some designated period. Very well;- the 
judgment was to be at the coming of Christ to 
the destruction of the Jewish state, and doe» 
not this designate some particular period? If 
so, how are we judged in the present day? If 
the judgment day, which then commenced, 
has not yet ended, why may not the resurrec- 
tion day be still progressing? If you contend, 
that the dead were all to rise at once, then by 
the same mode of scripture interpretation, I 
can prove that all the living were to be judged 
at once. Acts xvii. 81. "Because he hath 
appointed a dat in the which, he will judge 
the World in righteousness by that man whom 

Sie hath ordained, whereof he hath given as- 
uranCe unto all men, in that he hath niised 
him from the dead.'* 2 Cor. v. 10. "For 
we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, that every one may receive the 
things in body, according to that be hatb 
done, whether good or bad." 

Though this event is represented as trans- 

Inring ih one day, and as though all men were 
iterally arra:gned at the same instant, still 
all Universalists admit, that it commenced at 
the destruction of Jerusale^rn? has passed up- 
on succeeding generations, and will continue 
from the present down to subsequent ages, 
so long as human beings shall have a habita- 
tion on earth. This is called the last day, 
Jesus says — "the woixi that I have spoken, 
the same shall judge him in the laat^day,^^ So 
I contend, that chough the resurrection is also 
called the last day, and represented as raisin 
all mankind atone instant of time, still 
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simply means, that the doctrine of Christ 
(viz. the judgment and resurrection) should^ 
at Ms coming in his kingdom j be fully reveal- 
ed to the living by their seeing his prophesies 
fulfiled in the abrogation of the ceremonial 
law, and this doctrine of life and immortality 
be permanently established and commence its 
sway over the living, as the last and best sys- 
tem of God to man, and this resurrection day 
continue down to all subsequent generations 
of slumbering dead, raising every man in in- 
corruption and glory. The judgment and 
resurrection of the world are therefore both 
progressing, for these two constitute the gos-' 
pel reiffn of Christ. He is "the resurrection 
and life of the world,'* as well as "judge of 
quick and dead.'' Both are to be accomplish-* 
ed in the last day, and that day is now pro- 
gressing. A general resurrection, at the last 
vibrating pendulum of time, cannot I humbly 
conceive, be substantiated by the oracles of 
truth, any more than a g-enera/ judgment. I 
am rather inclined to think that tkejitdgment 
of the world by Jesus Christ expresses the 
whole, incltbdir^ the resurrection and alii 
even as the high priest, clothed with the 
breast-plate of Judgment on the day of atone- 
ment, closed his services by raising the nation 
into the holy of holies, ^'whichwas a pattern of 
things in theheavens." 

If the Scriptures afford us any evidence of 
the third coming of Christ to raise the dead, 
for one, I must acknowledge my utter igno- 
rance of the fact. In John (chap, vi.) Jesus 
several times uses the expression, "and I 
will raise him up at the last day." If others 
contend that this has reference to ^'the last 
day of the last generation of the human race 
on the earth," yet I must candidly acknowl- 
^'dge, that I cannot see a shadow of evidence 
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to prove this position The last day in this 
instance, refers to the gospel dispensation, 
which commenced at the aestruction of the 
temple, and involves the whole reien of 
Christ. It is synonimous with the ''day of 
Christ" and the "day of the Lord" mention- 
ed in several places by the apostles. Nor do 
I conceive it means, that Christ would raise 
them up by his own immediate power, but 
that God would raise the dead according to 
that doctrine, which he sent his Son to reveal 
to men, and this doctrine would be fully es- 
tablished in the world, and be believed and 
felt by Jew and Gentile Christians at the 
coming of Christ in his kingdom, at the end 
of that dispensation. Then and not till then 
were the predictions of Christ fulfiled, and 
then, were those Christians, who had not 
seen Jesus alSter his resurrection, ''made per- 
fect in faith." 

The dead are to be raised at the last 
trump; by which I understand the seventh^ 
for no other last is revealed. This trump is 
mentioned by our Saviour (Matt. xxiv. 31.) 
and is the gospel trump which was to com- 
mence its sound at the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. In Rev. chap, viii, seven trumpets 
were civen to seven angels, who are repre- 
sented as soundinff them in succession, and 
increasing woes following, till the sixth trum- 
pet sounded. But when the seventh angel 
sounded and the last dreadful wo passed 
away, a very different order of things lollow- 
ed. Rev. x. 7. "But in the days [of the 
voice of the seventh angel when he shall 
be^in to sound, the mystery of God should be 
finished as he hath declared to his servants 
the prophets." Rev. xi. 15. "And the 
seventh angel sounded, and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying, the kingdoms of 
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this world are become the kingdoms of oar 
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 
forever and ever." Now compare these 
woes and this subsequent order of thit)gs with 
the tritulations Christ described in Matt^ 
xxlv. chap, and the subsequent life the 
righteous entered into, and you will readily 
perceive that both refer to the destruction' or 
Jerusalem and the commencement of Christ's 
auspicious reign. [The Revelations were 
certainly written before that event.] When 
the seventh angel sounded, Christ came in 
his kingdom and beg-i^ his reign; and that he 
began his reign when the trumpet sounded^ 
and the woes recorded in Mi^tt. xxiv. and 
XXV. chapters^ook place, will not be denied.. 
This settles the point that the seventh or htst 
trump was not to sound at tfao dose of Christ's 
reign, but at its commencements And under 
this last sounding trump the dead were to be 
raised immortal, and those who were alive 
when it commenced its sound, were to be 
suddenly changed in their circumstances 
and feeungs as described in the . context. It 
was the day of their redemption from all 
their trials and persecutions, and doubts and 
fears* 

That this w(is the period when the Chris- 
tians entered thJB resurrection day as well as 
the judgment day under Christ is certain. 
They entered into the full enjoyment of that 
ttiost sublime of all doctrines in the faith of 
which they not only saw the dead raised im- 
mortal and free from pain, but felt themselves 
new beings. They were exalted from the 
dust to high and "heavenly places in Christ,"' 
were "caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air," were seated "on thrones and made 
priests and kings to God and reined with 
Christ." There "they shone like the bright- 
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ness of the firmament and. the stars foi^erer 
end ever," recognized the goodness of God 
in redeeming love, and sang the son^ of 
certain victory over death and hades. Then 
^'the kingdom and dominion and the greats 
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven 
was ^iven to the saints of the Most High," 
and m this "kingdom of their Father they 
shone forth like the sun." The above pro- 
miscuous (juotations from Scripture justify 
the expression, that the living were "changed 
in a moment at the last trump," which an- 
nounced to the world the immortal resurrec- 
tion of the dead. That this trump, whose 
sound proclaims the resurrection of all man- 
kind, is the gospel-trump, the doctrine of 
'Christ, we cannot doubt. 

That the change of the livinf^, in the con- 
text, has any reference to changm^ them into 
immortal beings, I cannot admit without fur- 
ther evidence. It is contrary to the whole 
tenor of revelation — it is contrary to oi>r te|[t, 
which declares that all, wha are made alive 
in Christ first die in Adam, ^s the change 
of the living is an important point in our 
present investigation, we will give it further 
attention. That the Christians were to ex- 
perience a great and sudden change at the 
destruction of Jerusalem is certain. They^ 
were to be delivered from all their trials and 
X>ersecutions, and be raised into the full and 
felicitous enjoyment of the reign of Christ. 
Those Christians, who had not seen our 
Saviour alive from the dead, who had be- 
lieved on the testimony of his apostles and of 
the "fivp hundred brethren," were delivered 
from all their doubts and fears on seeing his 
predictions ful filed, were perfected in the 
faith, and their "hearts established unblama- 
ble in holiness." This was to them a resur- 
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rection day, not only in reviving their faith 
and hope m the doetrine of the immortal res* 
urrection of all that died in Adam, but in de- 
livering them from their sufferings, and rais- 
in{^ them into the sublime enjoyments of the 
reign of Christ. In reference to this period, 
Jesus says, <*thou shaltbe recompensed at 
the resurrection of the just." And Paul 
says, "If by any means I might atttain unto 
the resurrection of the dead, not as though I 
had already attained, either were already per- 
fect." What sense would there be in his 
saying — ^if by any means I might, by my ex- 
ertions, become an immortal being, not as 
though I had already attained to immortal ex- 
istence? No sense at all. But the apostles 
meaning is clear, if we render it thus — If by 
any means I might continue faithful unto the 
end, and obtain a crown of life in the first 
resurrection at that day when Christ shall 
come in his kingdom to destroy his enemies 
and to deliver and elevate Christians to hon- 
or. We shaJI notice this more particularly 
in our next when we come to comment on 
Philippians iii. chap. Again he says — "Who 
concerning the truth have erred, saying the 
resurrection is past alraady, and overthrow 
the faith of some." That is, to make t^e 
Christians believe that their prombed deliv- 
erance was past, while they were yet in the 
midst of their sufferings, was calculated to 
overthrow their faith. We will notice the 
change of the living still further. Jesus says» 
that those, who were in their craves, and had 
done good, should come forth to tiie resur- 
rection of life. And Daniel says,' that many 
of them who sleep in the dust of the earth 
should awake to everlasting life, and those, 
who were wise, should shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament, and they that turned 
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many to righteousness as the stars forever 
and ever. Here Daniel and Jesus both 

represent the low, suffering, and distressed 
condition of the Christians, previous to the 
destruction of Jerusalem, ana their final de-. 
liverance and exaltation at that period, by 
sleeping in the dust, being dead in th«ir 
graves, and suddenly coming forth to life and 
shining like the brightness of the firniament 
and the stars forever and ever. This is 
equivalent with being '^caught up in the 

' clouds to meet the Lord in the air." 

The above changes are as great and as in- 
stantaneous, as the apostle represents in the 
context, — "We shall all be changed in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last 
trump; for the trumpet shall sound and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible and we 
shall be changed." As if he had said — we 
shall suddenly enter into the full fruition of 
that glorious gospel kingdom, whose trump 
shall then begm, and continue to sound down 
to the remotest periods of that ^Hast day" 
proclaiming the incorruptible resurrection of 
all the dead, and at the same time changins 
the living from the low, sorrowful, and 
grovelling thoughts of earth to the sublime 
and joyuil contemplations of "life and im- 
mortality brought to light through the gos- 
pel." So the last day, in which the hut 
trump sounds, and the dead ar« raised, em- 
braces the whole gospel reign of Christ. The 
resurrection is coeval in duration with the 
judgment of the world; for both are called 
the last day, and both are represented as in- 
volving all mankind in one assemblage to be 
judged and in one assemblage to be raised* 

[To be continued.] 
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SBRMOK XXII. 

^'For as in Adam all die^ even $o in Christ 
thail all be made alive.** 1 Cor. zv. 22. ' 

We have already shown that the judgment 
of the world is called the '^last dayy^^ in which 
all human beipgs are to stand at the Judgment 
seat of Christ, and receive according to their 
deeds. We have shown, that this day com- 
menced at the end of the Jewish age, and is to 
continue down to all succeeding generations^ 
so long as human beings shall nave a habita- 
tion on earth. We have shown that the fe^ 
swrrecHon is also called the " last day,^* in 
which all the dead are to be raised immortal. 
We have shown that, as a doctrine of God, 
it was permanently established in the world 
at the end of the Jewish dispensation — that 
the last or gospel trump then commenced its 
sounds proclaiming the immbrtat resurrectk>n 
of all who " die in Adam," and at the same 
time changed those who were then alive — and 
that it shall continue to sound to the remotest 
periods of this last day, proclaiming the re- 
surrection of the dead and changing or re- 
forminff the living. We have shown that 
the judgment and resurteetion concftitute the 
gospel doctrine of Christ, and as such, botli 
were established in the world at the same 
time, and are both called the " last dcnfi** in 
which all men are in succession to be judged, 
and raised immortal. The apostle Paul, 
when discussing to his hearers, either the 
judgment or the resurrection, looked forward 
to that interesting period, when they were to 
be established iii th^ world, and, with a giant 
elfort, grasped in one view, the beginning and 
end of this brilliant, sublime, and everlasting 
DAT, and presented it in mental vision to his 



persecuted andT almost desponding brethren;. 
as one instantaneous, transporting and trium- 
phant event, in which the world was to be 
judged, the living changed, the dead raised 
immortal and incorruptible, and the raptu- 
rous song of final victory was to be sung over 
death, its sting and the grave. 
' We will now proceed to notice those pas- 
sages, which are applied to the immortal and 
general resurrection of the dead, point out 
theirmisapplicationyand reconciie tnem with 
the views we have advanced. We will Jint 
notice our context. And here it will be ne- 
^cesiiary to ascertain the condition of those 
whom Paul addresses. He introduces the 
chapter by referring to the many witnesses of 
Christ^s resurrection, and commences his ar^ 
ffument in proof of this fact, and against 
those christians, who had not been eye-wit- 
nesses, but who had prbfessed faith in his 
resurrection merely on the testimony of the 
apostles. These christians were suffering 
persecution, and were, '^of all men most 
miirorable" if Christ were not risen from the 
dead; as in such case, their future deliverance 
and exaltation at his predicted coming^, were 
but a visionary dream. And as their Lord 
seemed to delay his coming, " some among 
them (being discouraged^ began to say, there 
was no resurrection of the dead." The 
ffreat evidence, to which they were looking 
for the final proof of his being the true Mes- 
siah, was the fulfilment of all' which the pro- 
phets had written of "the daily sacrifice 
oeing taken away, the holy people being 
scattered''' and of the glory of the Messiah's 
kingdom and reisn, and of all, which Jesus 
himself had predicted of his coming to de- 
stroy their persecutors, to put an end to the . 
Mosaic dispensation, and to raise them to a 
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state of exaltation in his kingdom. They 
had not seen Jesus alive from the dead as 
had the apostles; and however much they 
might be inclined to credit their testimony, 
yet their severe pese6utions and sufTerings, 
and the protracted period of his coming 
would, very naturally, create, in their hearts 
many doubts and fears as to its truth. 

These are the persons, whom Paul ad- 
dresses in our context, and labors to keep 
thejoi in the faith by presenting the whole 
weight of testimony in favor of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, on which he hinged the resur- 
rection of man. He summons before them 
more than five hundred eye-witnesses, of 
whom himself was one, to satisfy them of 
the fact, and summons all the powers of phi- 
losophy in nature. He refers them to grain 
sown in the earth, and its cpminff forth in a 
new body. He refers them to all the various 
species of flesh, of men, beasts and birds on 
the eiu-th) and to the glory of the sun, moon 
and stars in the heavens — (all differing from 
one another) to prove that God is able to 
prepare an immortal body, differing from all 
these, and raise man immortal ! Aa he PASs- 
es on, revelling in the greatness or his 
strength, and absorbed in the immensity of 
his tneme, his argument gathers force, till 
earth and heaven appear to be in motion be- 
fore himi He ranges the universe, sum- 
mons to his aid the power of God, lays his 
masterly hand upon eveir fact, sathers them 
in his grasp, condenses them before his hear- 
ers, and, in one overwhelming burst of elo- 
quence, makes the whole bear upon the re- 
surrection of Christ and of man! He refers 
them to the coming of his Lord, at which 
time will be the end of the Jewish age. 
Then their sufferings and persecutions will 
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terminatej their darkness, fears and doubts 
will be removed, they wi)l be ushered into 
the glorious reign of Christ, behold this laH 
and brightest day, hear the last joyful trump 
i60uuding, see the dead by an eye of faith ari- 
sing, and themselves as living men changed. 
These would be Christ's at his coming. 
Then he would receive his kingdom and be- 
gin his auspicious reign. 

No fact is more certain than that Christ 
was to commence his reij;n at the sound of 
the last trump. Not an instance can be pro- 
duced, where Jesus has revealed to his apos- 
tles, that any trump was to sound subsequent 
to the one, which announced his coming in 
his kingdom at the end of the Jewish age. 
If any one can produce scripture authority 
where a trump is to sound at the close of hi&i 
reign, or at the end of time, or even produce 
testimony' to prove the end of time, I will 
publicly and gratefully acknowledge the fa- 
vor. Perhaps the 24th verse of the context 
will be brought forward for this purpose: 
" Then cometh the end, when he shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father; when he shall have put down all 
rule, and all authority, and power." This, 
as it reads, is no objection to my views; but 
I contend that this is not a correct rendering 
of the passage. Every careful reader will 
perceive, that it stands in perfect contradic- 
tion with verse 28th : " And when (notice 
the word "tpAen") all things shall be sub- 
dued unto him, then shall the Son him- 
self also be subject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all 
in all." This verse teaches a future reign 
and future subjection, after the kingdom is 
delivered up to God. What propriety is there 
in saying, '^ when all things are subdued unto 
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Atm," after he has resigned Jiis kiogdom? 
What has he to subducy after the kingdom is 
delivered " up to God, eveti the Father"? 
Certainly nothing. I readily grant, that in 
the modern edition of the Greek Testament 
I have before me, it is rendered in the dative 
case, ** teen baaileian to Theo kai Pa/rt,-'» 
"tAe kingdom to God even the Father.^* 
Bat I perused, several years since, a 
short criticism by an English writer (whose 
name I cannot recall, nor the periodical which 
contained it) on this very phrase; in which 
the author stated that in an early Greek man- 
uscript, he had in his possession, it was ren- 
dered in the nominative case, <' teenbasileian 
ho Theos kai Pater, ^^ This would reverse the 
present translation, and cause it to read — 
** Then cometh the end when God even the 
Father shall deliver to him (Christ) the king- 
dom.^^ The writer however argued, that as 
the chapter referred to the general resurrec- 
tion at the end of time, it seemed to read far 
better as Christ's mediatoriol kingdom would 
then terminate. This is mere assertion 
founded upon preconceived opinions. 

,. I will, however, produce direct authority 
to support my views. I will here present the 
reader with W akefield's translation of this 
passage, whose scholarship will be doubted 
by none: '^ Then will the end be, when God 
the Father delivereth up the kingdom to him^ 
during which he will destroy all dominion^ 
and all authority and power; for he wiH 
reign till he hath put every enemy under his 
feet; and so the enemy death will be destroyed 
at last," Here, then, we perceive that in- 
stead of its referring to the end of time, and 
to the Son's delivering up the kingdom to the 
Father, it simply refers to the end of the 
Jewish dispensation, when the Father deliv- 
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ered to his Son a kiiigdoin, and when be* 
eofiiiii€iieeif hisre^^ This giTes harmony ,, 
flCrength and consistency, to the whole con-^ 
Dozion closing with the 2Bth verse, and is in 
perfect agreement with the whole tenor of r<iK 
eiationii which no where ftpeaks of the end of 
time. But according tathe received transla-^ 
tibn, he first delivers up the kingdom to God, 
then commences his reign,, subdues all things^ 
destroys death, and is then subject to the FiEi* 
ther ! Let it be distinctly noticed that thi» 
*'efid"^is at Christ's comvng. But where, I 
again ask, is revealed a third coming of our 
iMLviour^ 

But again— -The i&thiopic version alsa 
supports this rendering of the above passa^^,, 
in agreement with Wakefield, which I consid- 
er as sufilcient authority to settle the ques- 
tion, at least ia my own mind. But even 
were there no other authority, than the gen- 
eral tenor of revelation, I should feel justi- 
fied in my present exposition. To contend 
lor a geiimt/ resurrection, we are in the same 
predicament with the orthodox in contendinig^ 
lor a genertd judgment. 

The above harmonizes (in my apprehen- 
ffion) with every other part of divine reve* 
lation, which embraces th^ testimony of the 
prophets, and of Jesus Cbn^t and hii9 apos- 
tles, who all speak of the end as referring;' 
exdwivelif to tne termination of the Jewish 
ace, at which time he should come in his 
kingdom and commence hicF reign» They 
also speak of the glory which should follow, 
and of the success that should attend ft. But 
not an imtanee eon be produced, where they 
ipeak of the end of time. He is to destroy 
the last enemy death; and this work is effect- 
ed progreinvely in this last day, as individu-- 
ala are in tuecetnon raised from, death, and 
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established in their ^al and blissful condition 
affording us no revelation when this order of 
things will terminate. If it is a factj that 
God the Father, at the sound of the " last 
trump," delivered to his Son the kingdom—^ 
if this be the correct rendering of the pas- 
sage, as the whole tenor of revelation seems 
to justify, then it was at the commencement 
of his reign, and our views of the resurret^ 
Hon day are irresistible. The apostle grasps, 
in mental vision, the whole subject, and rep- 
resents it as one great and interesting event, 
big with sentiments of lieht and lite, in the 
same sense that he does the judgment of the 
world, which revolved in his capacious soul 
as but one single day. The sudden and in- 
teresting change he represents as taking place 
in the living, has reference to the unexpected 
manner in which this sublime scene would 
burst on the world. In this he but follows 
the example of his Lord, who declared he 
would come as a '' thief in the night" — that 
he would ^* come quickly," and in an hour 
they were not aware, and exhorted his disci- 
ples to watch. 

We will notice one more passage in the 
context, which may be urged as an objection. 
'^ Behold I show you a mystery; we shall not 
all sleep, but we shall ail be changed in a 
ipoment, in the twinkling of an eye at -the 
last trump; for the trumpet shall sound and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible and we 
shall be changed." The mystery\ here men- 
tioned, refers to the change of those, who 
should be found alive at tbe coming of Christ 
in his kingdom, produced by the full revela- 
tion and establishment of that doctrine, 
which proclaims the immortal resurrection of 
all mankind hy being made alive in Christ, 
It is the fulfilment of the following scripl 
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tures — Eph. i: 9, 10 — " Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his will — that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times, he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and which are on 
earth, even in him." This mystery was then 
finished in the full revelation of hie will to 
the doubting christians, whom Paul addresses 
in the context. This is evident from Rev. 
XI 7 — "But in the days of the voice of 
the seventh angel when he shaU begin 
to sound, the mystery of God should he 
finished, as he hath declared to his servants 
the prophets." And that he began his reiffn 
when the mystery was finished is certain 
from Rev. xi: 15---**And the seventh angel 
sounded; and there were great voices in 
heaven saying the kingdoms of this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
his Christ, and he shall reign forever and 
ever." Here we perceive that this mystery 
of God*s will was to be finished at the sound 
of the seventh or last trump, which will is, 
to gather or make alive all things in Christ. 
And at this time he was to receive his king- 
dom and reign forever and ever. " We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed," has 
reference to those persecuted christians, who 
were not to " taste of death till they saw the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom." 

Phil, iil: 20,21 — "For ouf conversation is 
in heaven, from whence we look for the Sa- 
viour, the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fash- 
ioned like unto his glorious body according to 
the working whereby he is able even to sub- 
due all things unto himself." That this pas- 
sage has reference to changing our nafural 
into immortal bodies at the resurrection, I see 
not a shadow of evidence to prove, either in 
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the passage itself, nor in the context. The 
context we have already noticed by pointing^ 
out the resurrection to which Paul desired to 
attain. Chap.i: 6—" He, that hath begun 
a good work in you, will perform it untill 
the day of JeiW ChrUV^ Chap, iv: 6— 
**Let your moderation be known unto all 
men. The Lord is at hand.'' " The day of 
Jesus Christ" and ^' the Lord is at hand" re- 
fer to his coming at the end of the Jewish 
age, and not to a resurrection at the end of 
time. Paul ^ave the Phillippians notice of 
no other commg of Christ. Tne passage has 
reference to the change the livinff were to 
experience, at this eoming of our Lord in his 
kingdom, by being delivered from their (per- 
secutions, doubts and fears, perfected in faith, 
and " established unblamable in holiness be- 
fore God," so as to resemble in a moral and 
exalted sense those immortal bein^ in hea- 
ven who are here called the ^^ glorious body" 
of Christ. The body to be changed embra- 
ces both Jew and Gentile christians, who 
were at that time to be raised from their 
lowty condition into his gospel kingdom and 
<^ shine forth like the sun." This is evidemt 
from the manner in which he commences : 
" For our conversation is in heaneny from 
whence we look for the Saviour, the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, who shall change our lowlv body 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body." He contrasts the low and oppressed 
condition of the whole christian boay with 
what will be their exalted condition at the 
coming of Christ, and that exalted condition 
will resemble that glorified body of beings in 
heanen who died in his cause, and with whom 
they had their conversation, and from vthen/ie 
they were expecting the Saviour. It has bo 
reference, I conceive, to the body in which 
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Christ arose. The church is the body of 
Christ, and it is to be presented to himself a 
glorious bodyy not havibg spot, wrinkle, or 
any such thing. The Greek word tapeinos 
rendered << vile," should be rendered lotoly 
or humble. 

It will be noticed, by the reader, that the 
word body is used in the sir^ular number 
and not in the plural, as some have quoted it 
in their writings. But if it refer to individu- 
al forms, it ought to be rendered in the phh 
ro^— ''who shall change our vile bodies." 
But it means the whole church or body of 
believers — a collective body of individuals. 
In this sense the Greek word, soma, here ren- 
dered body is frequently used in the New 
Testament. That the apostle does not refer 
to all mankind is evident from the fact, that 
after the vile body is changed according to 
the working, he adds — ^whereby he is able 
even to subdue all things unto himself—- That 
is, able even to subdue all things as well as 
to change that body. If the passage refer to 
an immortal and general resurrection, or 
rather to the change of all the living into 
inmiortal beings, then there would be none 
to subdue after that period. But if we ap- 
}>ly it to the coming of Christ in that genera- 
tion, and to the change of the whole christian 
body, then all is plain and in perfect agree- 
ment with the preceding and succeeding con- 
text; also with 1 Cor. 15th chapter, and with 
the whole tenor of revelation, which speaks 
of but one coming of our Saviour m his 
kingdom, and which shows that the work of 
subjection commenced after the change of 
the living at the last trump, whose sound an- 
nounced the commencement of his reign. 
The word kai, rendered even, should proba- 
bly have been rendered also. " Who shall 



194 

I 

change our lowly body — according to the 
working whereby he is able also to subdue all 
things to himself." The whole context, 
however, justifies the above exposition be- 
cause the christians were looking lor the 
coming of Christ at the end of that age, and 
exclaimed, '^the Lord is at hand." 

[To be continued.] 



SERMOX XXIII. 

** For as in Adam all die^ wen so in Christ 
shall all be rAade alive, 1 Cor. xvt 22. 

In our last we noticed the context, and 
also taken into consideration the lansauge 
of Paul on the coming of Christ and the 
change of the living in Phil Hi : 30, 31. This, 
we have shown, has no reference to the mor« 
tal bodies of men beinff changed to immortal 
bodies, so as to rei^emble the personal form of 
Jesus Christ. If it refer to Jesus, still the 
resemblance would be moral, not personal^ 
for no where do tl^e scriptures teach, that we 
are in our personal appearance to be like our 
Saviour, but in a moral sense, " we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is." 
I do not say, that there will be no personal 
resemblance between immortal beings and 
Christ. I fully believe there will hej but I 
mean that this personal resemblance is more 
a matter of course, than a doctrine of divine 
revelation. I do not read of the " glorious 
body" of Jesus in his immortal resurrection 
state. But the scriptures do compare the 
moral body of Christians on earth with the 
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florified body of holy beings in heaven < 
teb. xii: 223 23 — "But ye are come unto 
mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an in- 
numerable company of angels; to the gene-* 
ral assembly and church of the first-born, 
which are v^ritten in heaven, and to God the 
judse of all, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect." So far as the Christians were 
" established unblameable in holiness before 
God even our Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints" — so far 
as they were elevated to shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmaiuent and as the stars forev 
er" — so far as their moral condition and en- 
joyments were improved and enlarged, thus 
far, of course^^the lowly body of the church 
on earth would be changed into a moral re- 
semblance of that '^ glorious body" of Christ, 
who were praising him in heaven. In heaven 
the Christians had their conversation, from 
whence they were looking for the Saviour, as 
shortly to come, and fashion them into a mo- 
ral resemblanee of those saints above, who 
had died in his cause, and who were to come 
with him. From the whole context, the con- 
clusion is irresistible that this change of the 
*' vile body*' was at the coming of the Lord 
then at hand, and not at the end of time, as 
some imagine. 

Another scripture commonly applied to a 
general resuiTection of the dead, and a 
change of al) the living is recorded in 1 
Thess. iv: 15, 16, 17 — " For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not be before them that are asleep. 
For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel atid the trump of God; and the 
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dead in Christ shall rise first. Then w^ 
which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in air, and so we shall be evermore 
with the Lord." That Paul here refers to 
the coming of Christ in his kingdom to estab- 
lish his reign, and to elevate the Christians 
who were alive at that period, the preceding^ 
and succeeding contexts fully justify. And 
so I must understand his language, till some 
one Can prove a third coming of Christ, and 
an eighth sounding trump at the end of time. 
In the two preceding chapters, he dwells 
largely upon the persecutions of the Chris- 
tians, exhorts them to be faithful, expresses 
his, desire " to perfect that which is lacking 
in their faith," and concludes by saying — 
" To the end he may establish your hearts 
unblameable in holiness before God, even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ^ith all his saints,^* No one will deny 
that this has reference to his cominff at the 
end of the Jewish age. Now would it not 
be doing injustice to this powerful and cogent 
reasoner to say, that he suddenly drops this 
subject without giving his brethren any 
Warning, and runs off to the end of time, 
speaks of another coming of Christ at which 
he is to raise, at the same instant, all the 
dead and change the living to immortal be- 
ings? and that he should agpiin, as suddenly, 
drop this subject, and hasten right back to the 
coming of Christ at the destruction of Jeru- 
salem ? To charge hinji with this is certain- 
ly ungenerous. 

Afler stating that Christ should descend 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel 
and the trump of God to exalt the dead and 
living, he adds — " But of the times and sea- 
sons, brethi'en, ye have no need that I write 
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unto you, for yourselves perfectly know that 
the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. For when they shall say peace and 
safety then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them^and they shall not escape." There is no 
resisting the conclusion, that ''the day of the 
Lord^' in this passage refers to the same pe- 
riod when '' the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven^^ in the passage above; which 
must be at the destruction of Jerusalem. He 
quotes Christ's own language, Matt, xxiv: 
43. See also 2 Peter ill: 10. In both pla- 
ces, the sudden con^iing of Jesus is compared 
to a " thief in the night.'' But where is a 
general resurrection, at the end of time, so 
clearly stated, that he had no need to inform 
them of the times and seasons, because they 
already perfectly knew? Where is sudden 
destruction to come upon any in that day? 
For one, I find no such revelation. 

Though the doctrine of the immortal re- 
surrection of all mankind was fully revealed, 
and established in the world at the coming of 
Christ in his kingdom; yet that particular 
point is not argued by the apostle in the scrip- 
ture on which we are commenting. He is 
not speaking of all mankind, nor of the im- 
mortal resurrection; but as in Phil, iii* SO, 
31, so here he is speaking of the Christians 
ordy who should be alive when that scene 
burst, and of those dead only who had died 
in the cause of Christ. '' The dead in 
Christ" cannot possibly include those who 
died previous to his birth, but those only who 
died in the faith of his doctrine previous to 
his coming in his kingdom. We might rea- 
son this point at large, but deem it unneces- 
sary till some one prove how those, who 
never heard of a Saviour, could be said to 
die in Christ, or to be dead in him. I would, 
however, remark that the Greek preposition 
en may be rendered, on account of The 

12 
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pbnise wonid then read thuB^^he dead on ac 
eauni of Christ, Wakefield renders it thus — 
<< ihey who have died in the cause of ChrisU^^ 
That this is its true sense, I have not a 
doubt. 

Let one thins here be distinctly noticed*; 
Paul says — " For this we say unto you hy the 
word of the Lord, that we which are aliva 
and remain," &«. Now where has our Lord 
ever said, when speaking of the immortal 
resurrection, that some would be alive, and 
be changed to immortal beings? Nowhere^ 
This single circumstance ought to make ev-* 
ery man pause before he asserts such a 
cliange to be true. Read Christ's language 
in all three of the Evangelists where he ad* 
dresses the Sadducees; and he speaks only of 
the dead being raised, but not of any one 
being changed. Read his language, John vi; 
39— "And this is the Father's will which 
4\ath sent me, that of all which he hath f[iven 
me I should lose nothing, but raise it up 
again at the last day." Nothing is here said 
about changing the living to immortal be- 
ings. The Father has given all into the 
hands of his Son; and if he is to rat^e them 
up at the last day, then all must die, for the 
change of the living is not the resurrection of 
the dead. How then could Paul tell his breth- 
ren, '' bv the word of the Lord," that they 
were to be thus changed.^ He could not, be- 
cause there is not a " thus saith the Lord" to 
support it. But Paul had the word of the 
Lonl to support the change in the living 
which we have pointed out. Christ said, 
'* the righteous should go into life eternal,'^ 
they " that endured unto the end should be 
saved" — that "they should shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father," and that 
" they should be recompensed at the resur* 
rection of the just." 
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But, inquires the reader, were those who 
died in the cause of Christ raised immortal 
at his coming ? No, they were not. It sim- 
ply means that they were in that day to re- 
ceive their elevated stations of glory and 
honor in the gospel kingdom, as much so, as 
if thej^ had been alive. The living Chris- 
tians^ in this respect, were not to be before 
them. Having suffered and died in the cause 
of Christ, they were in the minds of the liv- 
ing to " shine as the stars forever and ever^' 
in the kingdom of Christ, because they had 
turned many to righteousness. The Lord 
had, as it were, delayed his coming, and 
many had siven up faith in Christ's resur- 
rection, and were sorrowing without hope 
over their friends who had fallen asleep in bis 
cause. They of course had no faith in the 
immortal resurrection of their friends, nor in 
the fulfilment of Christ's predicted coming to 
raise their names to unfaaing honor for hav- 
ing labored and died in his cause. We are 
not to understand that those departed saints 
were literallp exalted to elevated stations in 
Christ's kinsdom on earth, any more than 
Christ literaily came. But as Jesus was in 
that day, at the end of the Jewish age, 
'' crowned with glory and honor," as king on 
the mediatorial throne of the universe, so 
were his apostles elevated on thrones of glory 
with him. Jesus says, '^ when the Son of 
man shall sit on his throne of glory, ve also 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judgmg the 
twelve tribes of Israel." 

Now certain it is, that Jesus did take his 
throne, when he came in his glory, at the de- 
struction of the temple. Then it is equally 
certain, that the apostles and martyrs also 
took their's at the same period and in the 
same sense. Then Christ came and <^his 
holy angels" and all the saints came with 
him; not literally, but in the same sense that 
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he himself came. Luke ix: 26, 27 — "For 
whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of 
ray words, of him shall the Son of man be 
ashamed, when he shall come in his own 
glory and of his Father's and of the holy an- 
gels; but I tell you of a truth there be some 
standing here which shall not taste death till 
they see the kingdom of God." 1 Thess. 
iii: 18 — " To the end he may establish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness before God 
eren our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his saints." Here we 
perceive, that he was to come " with all hU 
saints'and holy angels," By his hx>ly angels^ 
we are to undferstand his gospel messengers 
or martyr'd apostles; and by his saints, those 
who had died in his cause. These are the 
persons who are said to be dead in Christy 
and asleep in Jesus. By the words dead and 
asleep we are not to understand their present 
extinction of existence in contrast with their 
immonal resurrection, but the supposed low 
and disgraceful cause in which they died, or 
for which they were put to death by their 
persecutors, as malefactoi;s. This dtsgrace- 
fid conditiofi, in which their murderers 
viewed them as unchangeably sleeping,stands 
in contrast with their triumphant exaltation 
at the coming of Christ. Their enemies 
would then look upon them as having come 
forth from the dust of the earth and shining 
as the brightness of the firmament and as the 
stars forever and ever, and not as sleeping in 
perpetual infamy and dishonor. [See Daniel 
xii: 2, 3, and John v: 28, 29.] Their ene- 
mies (whether dead or alive) were to come 
forth to shame, contempt, and condemnation, 
which stand in contrast with the glory and 
Aonor to which ^he Christians (whether dead 
or alive ill Christ) were to be raised in the 
minds of the living oven to succeeding gen- 
erations. 
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Let it be disHnotly ne^ieed that ttoe dead 
in ChrUi are not ^aid to be raised ine&rrupii^ 
ble and immortal, but only caught up with 
the living Christians in the' clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air— not literally , but in the 
same sense that the living saw the Son df 
man commg in the ^clouds of heaven, so 
should they see bis saints and holy angels 
raised from the slumber of infamy, and, to- 
gether with, the Christians who remained 
alive at that day, be exalted with him in the 
air. [See Matt, xxiv: 30, 81-^Mark xiii: 
26— 27— Luke xxi; 27, 28, ^nd Rev. i: 7*] 
In these passages be is represented as '< com- 
ing in the eknids with his angels,'* whe 
'< gathered, with a great sound of tbe trumpet, 
bis elect,'' aqd raised them to honor in his 
kingdom. And let me add-r-tbis is all the 
change Christ bas ever said should take place 
in the living at the sound of the Trumpet. I 
have ho doiibt that the Apostle had his eye 
upon tbe above words of our Lord, when 
)ie said, ^' we shall be caught up in tbe clouds 
to meet th)e Lord in the air." It will here 
be plainly seen in what sense those who had 
died in the causa of Christ were' first raised. 
They are represented as coming withvbim at 
the destruction of the temple, and aAer that 
event tbe whole ''body" was exalted to- 
gether. The " vile body" of Christiabs on 
earth (vile indeed in the eyes of their ene- 
emies) was then ''fashioiied like unto his 
glorious body" of sairits and angels in heaven 
who bad died in bis cai|se* 

That we have given a correct exposition of 
1 Tkess. iv: 15, 16, 17, is evident from 
Paul's words 2 Tim. iv: 7, «— " I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up fbr me a crown of righteotU' 
ne9$y which the Lord, the righteous Judge 
shall give me at that day,'* &a« Th« phrase 
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^^that dity^^ means not the day of Paul's 
tleatb, but the day Christ should appear in 
the clouds of heaven at the end of the Jew- 
ish age. His erown teas merited for havinJ? 
*< fought the good fight and kept the* faith." 
The erovm means that exalted honor he 
should then receiye for having ^turned many 
to righteousness. " And not only himself, 
hut all, " who love the appearing of Christ," 
should shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment and as the stars forever and ever in his 
gospel kingdom among men. We this day 
Jook upon the martyrs^ and apostles as the 
lights of the Christian world, and as occupy- 
ing, on the sacred page, stations far more 
exalted than any ever conferred upon the 
greatest men of the universe,. They are 
" made priests and kings to Qod" for Ajfing 
in his cause, and thus establish i rig the truth 
of Christianity. 

This was the " first resurrection," and 
these were the persons who hnd a part in it, 
which no subsequent Christians ever can 
have. Rev. xx: 6—*' Blessed and holy is he 
that hath a part In the first resurrection ; on 
such the second death bath no power, but 
thev shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
ana shall reign with him a thousahd years." 
But if Christ had not come in his kingdom at 
the end of the Jewish a^e, as the prophets 
and hiinself had declared, then the whole 
Chri^ian system must hav^ fallen alid the 
names of its martyrs and apostles remained 
buried in perpetual infamy as a set of delu- 
ded men and impostors. But, blessed be 
God, it is not so. They ^ by their faithful- 
ness, have attained unto the " first resurrec- 
tion" and thus broken the dark chains of infi- 
delity into fragments. This is the resurrec- 
tion wnA change referred to in Phil, iii: 20, 
^, and 1 Thess. iv: 15, 16, 17, on which we 
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We liave inteotionaU^ omitted till [now 
Phi], iii: 11, 12, as our ideas will be more 
readily comprehended here than in our intro- 
ductory discourse where we simply adverted 
to these words of Paul — " If by any means 
I might attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead — Not as though I had already attained 
either were already perfect,'* &c. Here we 
perceive that the resurrection unto which he 
desired to attain depended on his exertions in 
the cause of Christ, and being faithful unto 
the end. He says (verse 14) — " I press 
towards the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." But what 
prize was this? Ans. It wbb h part in the 
jirst resurrection to which he desired to at- 
tain, Averse 11) and as he was not "per- 
fect," ne feared " lest afler having preached 
to others himself miffht be a cast-away." 
He feared that he might not endure faithful 
unto the end. He was well aware that the 
promise was — " Be thou faithful unto death 
and I will give thee a crown of life." To 
obtain this crown of life in the first resurrec- 
tion, was the highest prize, the highest eallir^ 
of God, ever suspended upon human merits ! 
Paul did continue faithful, and as he was led 
to the thought of death, with composure 
and satisfaction exclaimed — " For I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my de- 
parture is at hand. I have fought the good 
nght, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord the 
righteous Judge shall give me at that day, 
and not to me only, but unto all them also, 
that love his appearing." Here we perceive 
that Paul had continued faithful, and was 
entitled to the promised crown, which was 
awarded to him, and to all " the dead in 
Christ," who, on account of their faithful, 
ness, had a part in the first resurrection- 
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when he came ib the clouds of heaven to 
establish his kingdom. It has nothing to do 
with the immortal resurrection of the dead, 
for that is not the reward of merit, but the 

Sift of God. To that all shall attain who 
ie in Adam. But in the first resurrection 
none had a part except those who died iu the 
cause of Christ, and the living who coodi]- 
ued faithful to the day of his appearing, eo 
them and them only devolved the honor of 
establishing the truth of Christianity for the 
happiness of future generations, by not only 
testifying that they had seen Jesus alive from 
the dead, but by cheerfully submitting to • 
death, and showing themselves miracles of 
suffering in his cause. Both the departed 
and those that remained alive, attained to the 
first resurrection, were glorified together, 
and their crowns shall shine in the gospel 
heavens with undiminished splendor long 
after those of kings and tyrants shall be 
dimmed and lost in the vortex of revolutions. 
He concludes the chapter by noticing the 
change of the " vile body" which we have 
explained. Here then is no evidence of a 
general resurrection, nor of the end of time. 
The context, the silence of Jesus about the 
change of the living into immortal beings,and 
the whole tenor of revelation combine to set 
it at'defiance. Of one thing I am satisfied; 
that no man ever has, and, I believe, no man 
ever can reconcile the chanee of the living 
and the resurrection of the dead recorded in 
Philippians and 1 Thessalonians with their 
respective contexts, so as to prove a general 
and immortal resurrection at the end of 
time. As I have travelled in an untrodden 
path, I do not know but that I may have 
'iTed in some minor points, but am satisfied 
t my general positions are sound and 
bis. [To be continued.] 
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SKRMOJV xxir. 

" For ag in Mam all die, even »o in Christ 
shall all be made alii>€." I Cor. xv: 22. 

We have now come to that point In our 
subject where it will be necessary to cite a 
few passaged to prove that the immortal 
resurrection is successive, not general, and 
will conclude by considering some of the 
principal texts^ wjbich may be urged as ob- 
jections. 

We have already shown that, the resur- 
rection of the dead was to be at the sound of 
the last trump. And as that trump com- 
menced sounding at the end of the Jewish 
age, when Christ came in his kingdom, I. 
deem it sufficient to establish the fact that the' 
dead are continually rising in this last, this 
gospel day. But the question presents itself— 
were any of the human family I'aised immor- 
tal before that period .^ To this question I 
give an affirmative answer. I firmly believe, 
that the dead have been rising immortal from 
Adam to the present day, for God has never 
changed the established order of the uni- 
verse. I believe that the dead are raised 
without any miracle, in the common accepta-r 
tron of that term, as much as I believe that 
we are born, and die, not bgc a miracle^ but 
according to that copstitution of things which 
God has immutably established from the be- 
ginning. I. believe this doctrine of Christ to 
be founded Upon the unchanging principles 
of philosophy, but so mysterious, that man in 
his present existence cannot comprehend the 
subtle causes and effects by which he shall 
put on immortality. It was, therefore, 
necessary that this sublime truth should b6 
established in the world by the miracles 
Jesus wrought and bv the miraculous power 
of God in raising him from death. The 
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fim man Adam was made by a miracle, 
while his posterity are Daturally bom into 
life, according to that constitution of tbinra 
which God Has established. So Chnst, tne 
second Adam, was bom from the dead by a 
miracle, while mankind, from the beginning, 
have, in succession, been >bom from tne dead 
according to that constitution of things wluch 
he has established'. 

On this principle, it may be stated as an ob- 
jection, that as none of Adam's posteriQr 
could be born till their parent was created by 
a miracle, so none of the human family could 
foe bom from the dead, till Christ the second 
Adam were raised immortal by the mirac- 
ulous power of God . This objection is fu^le 
unless it can be proved that Christ creates 
*life and immortality. In fact, it would ev<ea 
then fail; — because Christ, as our sacrifice, 
was slain from the foundation of the world 
in the offerings made to God in his stead. 
The atonement, jnadc by the bigh priest 
thi'oughout the whole Mosaic dispensation, 
concladisd by raising the Jewish nation in 
figure on his "bredst-plate of judgment" into 
the holy of holies, which was a pattern of 
things in the heavens. The atonement al- 
ways involved the resurrection. The judg- 
ment of the Jews, for two thousand years, by 
Moses only poi^ited out the resurrection lOf 
man in figure, but Christ proved the reality 
by a tangible /ac^, and thus revealed it to the 
liviog as the doctrine of God of which the 
world had been ignorant. So what- the 
judgment of the world by Moses taught in 
.figure, the judgment of the world by Christ 
teaches in realtty. My limits will not allow 
me to argue this point at large. I have al- 
ready remarked, that i believe ^^ the judgment 
'\f the world^.^ expresses the whole reign of 
'"rist including the resurrection. » 

"e now proceed to notice the Scriptures^ 
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Matt. xxii. 31, 33. ^^But as touching the 
resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that 
which was spoken unto you by God, saying, I 
am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob! God is not the God 
of the dead, liix of the living," To this 
Luke adds, "for ail live unto him," In order 
to make these words of Jesus >efer to a 
general resurrection at the end of time, all 
writers have availed themselves of this last 
clause in Luke (on which Matthew and Mark 
are silent) and contend that it means— all 
live unto God who in bis counsels views the 
future resurrection as present. But this ex- 
position by no means satisfies my mind. If 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are not raised — 
if they are yet wrapped in the insensibility 
of death, then God during; that period is not 
their God. 

To illustrate this, we would remark, that 
Jehovah could not be Creator till something 
were created by him. He could not be 
Father till he had an offspring. He could 
not be Lord till he possessed property; — 
neither could he be God till there were a 
worshipper. Jehovah is the only abstract 
name he could possess, were he solitary and 
without a universe. All the other names as- 
cribed to him are relative. The name God 
as much pre-supposes the actual existence 
of a worshipper as that of father does the 
actual existence of a child. Remove the 
child, and the once doating parent is no 
longer to him a father,. God is not, there- 
fore, the God of the dead, for as such, they 
could not worship him. He is, however, 
Lord of both the dead and the livingclairaing 
them as his property Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob were therefore alive, and worshipping 
him when those words were spoken to 
Moses, for in no other sense coula he have 
been their God any more than he was before 
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they were born. The phrase— «/or all lu)€ 
vrUo himy^ may, in this instance, embrace 
only the three patriarchs, as no others are in- 
volved in the quotation* The Sadducees 
believed in the writings of Moses onhr, and 
it is not at all probable, that Jesus refered to 
any persons, not mentioned by Moses, as it 
would have been no proof to the Sadducees* 
His argument is, to prove that the three pat- 
riarchs are raised according to their own 
writings, not sJuill be raised. Now that th^ 
dead are raised Moses showed at the bush 
when he called God the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. Here we perceive that 
^Hhe dead^^ refers to the three persons whom 
Moses showed were raised. He then adds — 
for he is not the God of the dead but of the 
living, for all live unto him — that is,the three 
liatriarehs all live to him. If the phrase em- 
.brace any others, it must be the living in 
eternity, not the living in the flesh nor the 
dead as such. It would make Jesus contra- 
4lict himself in the same breath. "He is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living; for 
M live unto him.'' To whom does this "att" 
refer? To the Hiving^^; not the ''dead," for 
In that case he would be the God of the 
dead. 

Luke ix. 30. ''And behold there talked 
fvith him two men, which were Moses and 
Elias.^^ The transfiguration of our Lord is 
recorded also by both Matthew and Mark, 
and it is plainly stated that the 4isci pies "saw 
his glory and the two men that stood with 
him." If Moses and £lias were dead, their 
bodies crumbled to dust, and their minds in 
a state of insensibility, then they were not 
Moses and Elins who talked with him. 
Even if God had represented those two per- 
sons by other forms, they could ho more have 
been Moses and Elias than Adam and Noah. 
It is eonsdoiuness and memory which consti- 
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tute personal identity: and if a eo/iversation 
was carried on with Jesus by any means that 
human ingenuity can invent, while Moses 
nnd Elias were wrapped in as profound in- 
sensibility as tlie dust with which their bodies 
n^ingled, then it could not have been Moses 
and Elias who conversed with Jesus any 
more than if they had never had an existence. 
Perhaps it may he said that, as it is called a 
vision by Matthew, it might have been no- 
thing real. But as the word h(n*atna means 
o sight as well as vision, and as the other 
Evangelists do represent it as an actual ap* 
pearance and nothin<r visionai*y, it is to be 
taken in this sense. Was it not a reality that 
the three disciples saw Jesus transfigured, 
and though in that condition was, it not still 
the\r identidal Lord? Certainly. Then the 
vision was so far real, and I see no ground 
on which the other personages can be con- 
sidered phapcorns. Mark says, "he charged 
them tli;«t they should tell na man tohat 
thinf^s they had seeUy^* &c. See also Luke 
IX. 36. Here it is made certain that it was 
jiot an appearance in a dream, but a real and 
visible sight of three persons whose names 
are given. Consequently Moses and Elias 
were there as certain as was Jesus Christ. 
If so, they must have been raised from the 
dead, for .man can have no conscious exis- 
tence hereafter in a disembodied state. The 
Scriptures teach that the resurrection is our 
only hope of a future conscious state of being. 
As to the translation of Elijah we shall not 
here notice it. 

Phil. i. 23, 24. '^For lamina strait be- 
twixt two, having a desire to depart and he 
with Christ xchich is far belter; Nevertheless 
to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.'^ 
To depart and be with Christ must, I con- 
ceive, mean in the resurrection world, for in 
no other sense could he be with Christ so as 
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to render his condition ^*far better." Noth- 
ing can b6 goad or had for a man in a state 
ofperfect insensibility, any more than for a 
man unborn — Neither could he be with 
Christ in such a state, any more than before 
he existed. Between the condition of a man 
in ffvin-existence [pardon the expression] and 
in life, no comparison as to enjoyment *or 
suffering can possibly be drawn. .The 
apostle therefore draws a comparison be- 
tween his present condition of conscious ex- 
istence with his brethren, and his future 
condition of conscious existence with Christ 
which was far better. 

That ^aul has reference, in the above, to 
«n imukortal existence in the resurrection, is 
evident from a Co*: v. 1, 2, 3, 4. ^^For we 
know that if out etrttkhhowe ofthU tabema^ 
eU were dissohed, we hs^ a hmlding ofGod, 
a house wot made with handf eternal in the 
heavens. For . in this 'we groant earnestly 
desirir^ to be clothed upon with our house 
which tsjrom heaven, if sq be tW being 
elothed/we shall not be found naked. For vfe 
that are in this tabernacle do groan^ being 
burdenedy not for that we would oeuncloihiij 
hut clothed upony that mortality might he swal- 
lowed up of life." If the above do not prove 
that the apostle expected to be clothed upon 
with his house from heaven shortly after his 
earthly tabernacle were dissolved^ then I 
must acknowledge my ignorance of his 
meaning He desires not to be unclothed so 
as to be found naked at the comipg of Christ. 
By this I understand that between death and 
the resurrection there is a state of insensibili- 
ty of several days duration, while the spiri- 
tual body is putting on, and if he died so near 
the coming of Christ, that the process was 
not completed, and mortality not swallowed 
lip of life, he would be found naked, i. e. ia 
the state of the dead* He th^Qf<Hre ei^reeses 
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no desire to be found unclothed at that period^ 
but clothed upon and present with Christ. 
This is evident from verses 6, and 7. 
" Therefore we are always confident^ knawing^ 
that whilst we are at home in the body we are 
absent from the Lord. We are confide t, I 
say, ana willing rather to be absent from the 
body and present with the Lord,^^ While in 
the body, though they had 'many consolations 
in the faith of Christ, though "he was with 
them always even unto the end of the age,'' 
though "to live was Christ," yet this con- 
dition he terms bein^ absent from the Lord in 
comparison to being present with him, which 
cannot mean in the unclothed state of insea- 
sibility, but where "mortality is swallowed 
up of life." 

Let it be distinctly noticed, that the apostle 
is speaking of th,ree states — 1st. asbemg.in 
this earthly house or body where they were 
absent from the LoFd — Snd; as being un- 
clothed and* found naked at his coming for 
which they had no desire — 3d. as being ab- 
sent from the bocjy and present with the 
Lord where they should be clothed upon with 
their house from heaven that mortality might 
be swallowed up of life, for which they bad 
a desire. Verse 9. , " Wherefore we labor that 
whether present or absent we may be accepted 
of him,'' Here we perceive that they did not 
labor to obtain entrance into his presence, 
because the immortal resurrection is the gift 
of God. But they labored, whether alive on 
earth or immortal in heaven, that they might 
be accepted among those, who were worthy 
to obtain a crown of righteousness in the first 
resurrection for having continued faithful un- 
to the end — that they might be worthy to 
form apart of that.glorious body of witness- 
es in heaven who were slain for the testimony 
of Jesus^ And the body of Christians on earthy 
who continued • faithful to the coming of 
€hriat> were to be fashioned like those above> 
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and receive the same exalted 'honor in his 
ffospel kingdom, and the whole compose one 
bright body of infallible .witnesses^ whose 
testimony can never be shake :n by all the 
'powers of infidelitjr. . '*To d epart and be 
with Christ which is far bette ;r" must mean 
in an immortal existence. 

We cannot, for want of ro< om, argue this 
part of our subject at lar^e;- —but the above 
IS in perfect agreement with the philosophy 
of St. Paul, (I, Cor. 15,) whore he compares 
the raising or the spiritual be )dy to a grain of 
wheat sown in the earth. I v vould not be un- 
derstood to say that this natu tral body of flesh 
and blood is ever to rise. N< > one, I presume, 
will contend that infants, yo uth and decrepid 
age, and those who are bor n deformed will 
be raised in that condition a nd all retain their 
various complexions. I b»elieve, however, 
that there are those subtle ) materials in the 
natural body which, wher i extricated from 
the earthy tenement, and completely devel- 
oped, shall produce the ira mortal being; and 
that these are as perfect in the infant as in 
the man. 

We will now conclude by anticipating and 
answering one or two p rincipal objections. 
It may be objected that, i f any one arose im- 
mortal before Christ, he could not have been 
''the firat-born from the dead" as stated in 
Col. i. 18. This does n .ot mean first in the 
order of time, but in f '{tnk. It means prtn^ 
eipal, and is explained by the connecting 
phrase — ''that in all thi ugs he mijfht have the 
pre-eminence.^^ It is j nore particularly ex- 
plained in Rev. i. 5. "Jesus Christ the 
faithful Witness and tl; le first-beffotten of the 
dead and the Prince: > of the kings of the 
earth." In conndxior i with this, we will in- 
troduce 1 Cor. XV. 20. "But now is Christ 
risen from the dead and become the^r»<- 
fruiti of them that slept." This also has 
reference to rank an</ 1 not to first in the order 
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of time. *fn eyidence of this, we will qnote 
Cruden, — "The day after the feast of the 
Passover, they brouf^ht a sheaf into the tem-*' 
pie as the first-fruits of the barley-harvestr 
The sheaf was threshed in the court, and of 
the graia that came out they took a full 
homer; i. e. about three pints. After it had 
been well winnowed, parched and bruised, 
they sprinkled aver it a log of oil;; u e. near 
a pint. They added to it a handful of in-» 
cense; and the priest that received this ofier* 
ing shook it before the Lord towards the 
four quarters of the worldf he cast part of it 
upon the altar and the rest was his own^ 
After this every one might begra their har-^ 
vest. This was offered in the name of the 
whole nation, and by thh the harvest was» 
sanctified unto them." 

Here let the question be asked — ^Was this 
sheaf <5alled the fi/rst-fruits because it was 
ripe before the whole harvest? No; it was 
not cut till the harvest was ripe« Was i|t 
called fi/rst because the harvest would be 
second in following it to the temple to be 
presented to God, by the priest, in the pres- 
ence of the people? No; it was not to be car- 
ried to the temple, nor would the priest or 
the people ever see the whoLe harvest thus 
dedicated to God. But it was called "the 
first of the ripe fruits," because it was offered 
to God in the presence of the people as an ev- 
idence of the consecration or the whole har- 
vest throughout the nation. It was first in 
distinction, or importance without any allu- 
sion whatever to Jirst in the order of time. 

So "Christ was the chosen of God, the elect 
preciousy and the Son consecrated lx>rever- 
moi*e.'* He was "the chief amon^ ten thou- 
sand" and proved to be the Sou of Go d with 
power by a resurrection from the dead' with- 
out seeing corruption. In this conditi'.on he 
was presented to the people as an evidei ice of « 
the resurrection and consecration of all map- 
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kind. In this he vr as first and lt(8t—4kat i»i 
the principal, the chief, the head, and in thi€ 
he never has had, nnd never will have a sec- 
ond in the order of time. This is no evidence 
therefore that he was the first one who ever 
rose to an immortal existence. We have 
positive proof that Moses and Elias were 
. raised from the dead, and in a state of con- 
scious existence for they coi^versed with our 
Lord in the presence of three of his disciples. 
They appeared in glory, and were two as 
real personages on the one part, as was our 
Saviour on the other. 

Acts XX vi. 23. ''That Christ should suf- 
fer, and that he should be thefi/rst that should 
rise from the dead, and shovid shew light to 
the people and to the Gentiles.^' This pas- 
sage contains, perhaps, as plausible an objec- 
tion against my yievvs as any that can be pro- 
duced. But this passage means, that Christ 
should be the first who should show light 
to the Jews and Gentiles through a resurrec- 
tion from the dead. The Greek word, here 
rendered ''should rise,^^ is anastaseos from 
anastasis. It is a substantive, not a verb* 
Professor Leusden, in his Latin Testament, 
renders it "ex resurrectione mortuorum^' — by 
a resurrection from the dead. The verb, to 
raise, is egeiro, and is six times applied to the 
raising of Christ from the dead in 1 Cor xv. 
Anistemi also means to rise and is applied to 
raising the dead to life. But neither anistemi 
Dor egeiro are used in the verse, but anastas- 
eos — Consequently it cannot literally be ren- 
dered "should rise," but resurrection. Wake- 
field translates it thus — "That Christ would 
suffer death and would be the first to pro- 
claim salvation to this people and the Gen- 
tiles by a resurrection from the dead."*^ Thui 
is evidently the real sense of the passage, and 
I sh.'all ofiGei' upon it no further comment. 



'. ^ 




3 2044 020 704 490 





